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What are some practical tips to help prepare students for the GRE general test?

a. Read the free official GRE Registration & Information Bulletin you use to register for the test carefully
and completely.  It contains a great deal of valuable information, but its prose is very terse and economical
with words.  Some of the most important tips are given almost in passing.  We suggest therefore that you
read every word of the bulletin and outline all information related to preparing for the GRE.  Pay
particular attention to the sections on “Registration”, “Taking the GRE Tests”, “Score Reporting”,
“Preparing for the Tests”, “Test-Taking Strategy”, “General Test Sample Questions with Explanations”,
and “Practice General Test.”

b. Take the GRE general test and, if required by the programs/universities to which you will be applying,
the GRE subject test in your field no later than the December preceding the Fall semester for which you
are seeking admission to graduate school.  Project 1000 strongly encourages you to take the GRE general
test either in June between your junior and senior years (when most students are not taking classes and
thus have plenty of time to prepare for the test without major distractions) or in October of your senior
year (when if something goes wrong unexpectedly such as a sudden illness you can still take the test in
December in time for your application to graduate school to be complete before most graduate program
deadlines).

c. If at all possible, begin preparing/studying for the GRE at least six weeks to two months prior to the
date on which you plan to take the test.  Be sure to register for the test even earlier in order to avoid
missing the registration deadlines (printed on the back cover of the official GRE Registration &
Information Bulletin).  Try to commit at least an uninterrupted 30 minutes every day.  It is generally more
effective to work every or nearly every day for at least a few minutes than to work less often for larger
amounts of time.  Try to avoid having to “cram” a few days before the test date since this is considerably
less effective than a more paced effort over a longer period of time.  Nevertheless, generally speaking any
preparation is an improvement over no preparation at all.  Because the test presumes a certain familiarity
with directions, question and answer formats, test procedure, and the parameters of the material being
tested, you will be at a disadvantage compared to other test-takers if you do not make a reasonable effort
to orient yourself to the test as fully as practicable.

d. Most experts agree that the best form of practice for the GRE is trying to answer actual old test
questions under simulated circumstances.  This form of practice familiarizes you implicitly with the test-
taking situation, the type and range of subject material that will be covered, and test directions.  It also
allows you to experiment with and practice different strategies/approaches to analyzing and answering the
questions asked (for example, skimming the questions in the reading comprehension portion of the verbal
ability section before reading the passage itself versus reading the passage thoroughly first then the
questions or skimming both the reading passage and questions before thoroughly reading the passage,
etc.).  Different strategies are more effective than others for different people; whatever helps you answer
the most questions correctly within the time allotted is the most effective strategy for you.  The only way
you can hope to find out what strategies work most effectively for you is to experiment with various
approaches to actual old GRE questions and to analyze the results before the test date.  Areas you need to
work on more than others (such as, for example, how to use the Pythagorean theorem to help solve a
geometry problem or what is the meaning of “saturnine”) will become readily apparent.  Practice with
simulated testing situations should also help to greatly reduce test-anxiety.

After each simulated testing session be sure to review carefully the questions you were unable to answer
correctly until you understand both how to answer the question correctly and expeditiously and why you
answered it incorrectly.  Look up all mathematical formulae or vocabulary words you encounter that you
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do not know. One possible schedule you may wish to try is to take one 30 minute verbal, quantitative, or
analytical ability section on the first day (being sure to time yourself).  The next two days you might
check your answers to see whether they are correct and figure out both why you failed to answer correctly
the incorrect ones and how the correct answers can be arrived at as expeditiously as possible.  On the
fourth day, if you have finished reviewing your first practice section, you would be ready to take another
section under simulated testing conditions.  After you have repeated this process several times, having
taken and carefully reviewed several sections each of analytical, verbal, and quantitative reasoning, you
may want to start concentrating on the section(s) which give(s) you the most difficulty and/or those
sections most important to the academic field in which you intend to study (for example, the quantitative
section for mathematics or engineering, the verbal section for English literature or history, the analytical
section for philosophy, etc.).  You may also determine at this point whether or not you need to spend time
doing a basic math review.

e. The free official GRE Registration & Information Bulletin has one section each of verbal ability,
quantitative ability, and analytical ability old test questions taken from previously administered actual
GRE general tests.  Additional actual old GRE general tests may be ordered directly from the Educational
Testing Service (publishers of the GRE) using the “GRE Publications Order Form” found in the back of
the official GRE Registration & Information Bulletin.  They are available in both printed (approximately
$15 for 1992-93) and software (approximately $80 during 1992-93) forms under the name Practicing to
take the GRE General Test.  In addition to six actual GRE general tests with answers, the printed version
of this series now (#9 on but not earlier editions) also includes one additional test with explanations and    a
     math review section    .  Older editions (#8 and earlier) of the printed version provide three additional old
actual GRE tests, but without the math review or any explanations of how to arrive at the correct answer
given.  The software version has included the latter for some time.  When ordering be careful not to
confuse the various subject test practice booklets with those of the general test.  Please note that although
many commercial vendors have GRE preparation booklets of varying comprehensiveness and utility for
sale, only GRE/ETS own the copyright to actual old GRE questions.  Other companies must write their
own simulated questions in an attempt to replicate the copyrighted actual GRE test.  If at all possible, you
should try to practice with actual old GRE questions.  To save money, you may want to pool your
resources with friends and order Practicing to take the GRE General Test to share with them or buy it
yourself with a prearrangement to resell it to someone else who will be taking the test later than you (after
you have already taken the test and no longer have need for it).

f. The quantitative ability section of the GRE General Test includes only arithmetic, algebra, and
geometry (excluding the ability to construct proofs).  It does not include or require any trigonometry or
calculus.  The math review sections of the free official GRE Registration & Information Bulletin and
especially the more detailed official Practicing to take the GRE General Test (official printed version #9 or
later or any official software version) sold by GRE/ETS are excellent places to start your review.  Most of
the commercial guides available also have excellent math review sections.  The advantage of using a math
review designed especially for the GRE is that it helps you save time and effort by focusing immediately
on what you need to know to do well on the test without wasting any time on the innumerable things you
do not need to know to do well on the quantitative ability section of the GRE general test.

g. The analytical ability section of the GRE general test requires no knowledge of formal logic or the
terminology of formal logic.  To quote p. 31 of the 1992-93 official GRE Registration & Information
Bulletin “analytical reasoning problems can be solved using knowledge, skills, vocabulary, and
computational ability (simple addition and subtraction) common to college students.”  However, because
many students at first find the questions in both the analytical reasoning and logical reasoning sub-
sections of the analytical ability section of the GRE general test unusual at best and somewhat bizarre at
worst, it is essential that you familiarize yourself with the format of the questions and expected answers.
The only effective method doing this that Project 1000 can suggest is for you to practice these questions
for as long as necessary until you are comfortable with the format and can answer them reasonably
confidently, accurately, and expeditiously.
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h. Knowledge of cognates (the thousands of words that are similar in meaning and spelling in both
English and Spanish due to their derivation from a common ancestor in Latin) is a resource that students
with some degree of fluency in Spanish may find helpful with the verbal section of the GRE general test.
For example, some words that are relatively uncommon in English (such as “felicity”) have cognates that
are much more frequently used in Spanish (in this case, “felicidad”). Be careful, however, of “false
cognates” (for example, “éxito” in Spanish means “success” not “exit” or “leave”) which may be the
result of coincidences in spelling between the two languages or the evolution of meanings over time. A
knowledge of prefixes, suffixes, and word roots derived from Latin that are common in English (and
Spanish) can also help you figure out the meaning of words you otherwise are unfamiliar with.

i. When practicing with actual old GRE test questions be sure to learn the distinctly different question and
answer format of each sub-section of the three major sections of the GRE general test.  More specifically,
learn carefully the different rules, expectations, and answer formats of the “Analogies”, “Antonyms”,
“Sentence Completions”, and “Reading Comprehension” sub-sections of the Verbal Abilities section; the
“Quantitative Comparison”, “Discrete Quantitative”, and “Data Interpretation” sub-sections of the
Quantitative Abilities section; and the “Logical Reasoning” and “Analytical Reasoning” sub-sections of the
Analytical Abilities sections of the GRE general test.  Familiarity with these sub-sections will save you
time during the test that you can use either to answer more questions or to have more time to think about
the answers to difficult questions.

j. Pace yourself carefully when taking the test.  Your GRE general test score is determined entirely by the
number of correct answers that are recorded on your answer sheet.  Every single question answered
correctly no matter how simple it was to answer counts exactly the same toward your score as the most
difficult question to answer.  It only makes sense therefore that you should first answer the questions that
take the least time and seem easiest and save the more difficult questions for last.  You may then want to
consider dividing the difficult questions into two categories: (1) those you have no idea how to answer or
do not have enough time remaining to answer; and (2) those you can probably answer correctly, but need
time to do so.  It’s probably a good idea to guess outright the answers to #1 while working through those
in #2 until you determine the answer. Do not spend too much time on any one question, however, unless
you have answered all the others first!  You may find it helpful to know that generally speaking questions
are ordered from easiest first to most difficult last within each    sub    -section (be sure to note however that
there are two to four sub-sections within each 30 minute section—each subsequent sub-section beginning
over again with the easiest first).  Needless to say, what one person finds easy another may find difficult
and vice-versa.

k. There is no penalty or subtraction from your score for wrong answers on the GRE general test
(although there is on the GRE subject tests which unlike the GRE general test require a more restrained
guessing strategy).  Because every correct answer on the GRE general test counts exactly the same
toward your final scores, and because there is no penalty for wrong answers, you should never leave the
answer “bubble” blank for any question.  If you do not know the answer to a given question, or do not
have enough time remaining to answer the question, you should guess.  If you are able to eliminate one or
more possible answers, record your best guess on the answer sheet.  For all questions that you do not
have enough time to even look at or for which you cannot eliminate any of the possible answers, you
should consistently enter the same answer.  This should be your choice of “A”, “B”, “C”, or “D” (do not
guess “E” unless you have already eliminated some other choice or choices because it is an option on only
some questions).  Since the test is designed so that there are roughly an equal number of “A”s, “B”s,
“C”s, and “D”s, guessing the same “favorite” letter every time you do not know the answer or cannot
eliminate any of the possible answers should answer approximately 25% of these questions correctly.
Depending on how many questions you are forced to answer by guessing in this manner, the positive
effect on your score as opposed to leaving them blank could be quite significant.

l. Project 1000 participants are invited to attend free workshops on preparing for taking the GRE to be
held in select cities across the nation (travel will be at the student’s own expense).  Call Project 1000 staff
for information regarding sites and dates.
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m. Do not be discouraged if even after repeated practice you are unable to answer all questions in a given
section within the 30 minutes allotted.  The test is designed so that most test-takers will not have enough
time to comfortably answer every question.  After careful practice, learn to answer as many questions on
the GRE general test as you can and to effectively guess answers for the rest.  Keep in mind that the test
is designed so that nearly half the people taking the test will answer less than half the questions correctly.

n. Relax as much as possible and remember that the GRE is only one of many factors that are considered
in graduate school admissions.

When is the best time to take the GREs?

It is strongly recommended that you take the GRE general test in the Fall preceding the year for which
you are trying to gain admission rather than in the Spring immediately prior to the semester of planned
admission (and even better still during the June between your junior and senior years).  The best time to
take the GRE subject test (if required by the programs to which you are applying) is during December of
your senior year (unlike the GRE general test your scores should improve the more you learn, but you
cannot take it any later and still have the scores reported in time to meet most graduate school application
deadlines).  Higher percentages of Hispanic students take the GRE later in the year than Anglo students.
This is not the best strategy because it greatly reduces the opportunities to be admitted into selective
graduate programs and especially to receive financial aid if admitted.

Can Project 1000 help with the cost of the GRE?

The Graduate Records Examinations Board provides Project 1000 with a limited number of vouchers
which can be submitted to GRE/ETS in lieu of payment of their standard fees for taking the general test,
taking the subject test, and requesting additional score reports.  Eligibility for these fee waiver vouchers is
based on both eligibility for Project 1000 and financial need.  If you have been receiving financial aid as
an undergraduate student or if you have been out of school for several years and your working income
has been low, you may be eligible.  To be considered, please complete your GRE registration form,
attach a copy of your GAPSFAS or other Financial Statement, and send it to Project 1000.  If Project
staff determine that you are eligible for a Project 1000/GRE fee waiver voucher, we will forward your
GRE registration form with a fee waiver voucher directly to GRE/ETS for processing.  Conversely, if
Project staff determine that you are ineligible for a Project 1000/GRE fee waiver voucher, we will return
your GRE registration form directly to you.  In the latter circumstance, you then would need to send your
GRE registration form with payment directly to GRE/ETS.  IMPORTANT NOTE:  Since it will take
several weeks to receive, review, and forward or return your GRE registration form and fee waiver
request, be sure you send them to us well before the registration deadline for the date you wish to take the
GRE.  Please contact Project 1000 (1-800-327-4893) if you have any questions about this procedure or
would like additional information about GRE fee waivers.
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    GRE General Examination

Paper and Pencil Computer-Adaptive
Mode of Test Delivery Questions (and if appropriate,

stimulus material such as
reading passage) presented in
traditional test booklet

Questions (and stimulus
material) presented on
computer screen; for passages,
scrolling is necessary.

Mode of Indicating Answers Answer to each question
indicated by bubbling-in oval
on answer sheet

Answer to each question
indicated through clicking on
mouse; each answer verified
by clicking on mouse

•     Question Types

    Verbal

    Quantitative

    Analytical

Antonyms, analogies, sentence
completions, reading
comprehension

Problem solving, quantitative
comparison

Logical reasoning, analytical
reasoning

Same

Same

Same

Number of Scores Generated 3: V, Q, A SAME
Scale of Scores 200—800 SAME
Numbers of Sections 6 + 1 pretest

       2 V = V score
       2 Q = Q score
       2 A = A score
       1 pretest = V,Q,     or     A

3 + 1 pretest
       1 V = V score
       1 Q = Q score
       1 A = A score
       1 pretest = V,Q,     or    A

     Number of Questions/Timing
    Verbal
    Quantitative
    Analytical
    Variable (V,Q,     or    A

76 in 2 30-minute sections
60 in 2 30-minute sections
50 in 2 30-minute sections
1 30-minute section

30 in 1 30-minute section
28 in 1 45-minute section
35 in 1 60-minute section
1 section: 30, 45,     or    60
minutes

Computer Tutorial N//A Untimed:  about 30 minutes
needed

     Nature and sequence of
    Questions
• Difficulty

• Ordering

• Scoring

Usually start easy and move
toward hard

Questions within an item type
presented together

Each question "counts" the
same

Difficulty of each question
usually depends on whether
previous question was
answered correctly

Any item type can appear any
time in a section

Score for each question
depends on nature of the
question, particularly on its
difficulty
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Answering Questions Examinee can omit and can
answer in any order within a
section

Examinee must answer each
question as it is presented
before the next question is
presented

Pacing Self-paced by examinee Same
Time Indication Examinee should bring own

watch
Clock on screen unless shut
off by examinee

Changing Answers Examinee can erase an answer,
indicate a new answer, etc.
within each section

Examinee cannot change an
answer after it has been entered
and verified ( can change
before verification)

Scratchwork Scratchwork done in test
booklet

Scratch paper provided and
collected after test

Registration Registration about 5 weeks
before pre-set test dates

Flexible and faster registration
closer to test date; flexibility of
test date and test time

Score Report Score report by mail about 6
weeks after test

Scores appear on screen
immediately after test; official
score report by mail about 2
weeks after test

Score Cancellation Policy Examinee must indicate desire
to cancel on answer sheet or by
mail within 7 days

Examinee must indicate desire
to cancel before scores appear
on computer screen

Score Report Recipients Indicated on registration form;
can request others later

Indicated immediately after
test-- on computer; can request
others later
















































































































































































































