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FRENCH (FOREIGN LANGUAGE)

Paper 0520/03
Speaking

Key messages

The format of the test remained as in 2015 and was usually well understood in Centres.

The standard of work heard was very similar to that heard in November 2015.

Candidates had usually been well prepared for the role play tasks. Good Examiners did not deviate from
the script and set tasks and prompted candidates appropriately.

Timings in most Centres were correct but, in some Centres, candidates were disadvantaged as the
tests were far too short or very long in the conversation sections. In some cases, a conversation section
was missed out. Marks can only be awarded for sections if they are attempted.

Topic coverage was satisfactory in most Centres. A few Centres needed to cover a wider range of
topics across their candidature in the topic conversation section.

Most Examiners are well aware of the need to ensure that past and future tenses are tested in both
conversation sections. There are still some Centres where this is not the case. In such cases, the
mark for Language is limited. All Centres need to ensure that questions to test different tenses are
included in both conversation tests.

The best work was heard in Centres in which spontaneous and natural conversations developed.

In Centres in which internal moderation had taken place, this had usually been carried out correctly.

General comments

This paper was common to all candidates. As in 2015, the standard of work heard was good and covered a
wide range of performance. Most Examiners were well aware of the format of the test and conducted the
examination efficiently. Candidates were generally aware of the demands of the test and had usually
prepared well. Examiners were usually sympathetic to their candidates and helped them to work for the
marks and gave them the opportunity to show what they knew and could do.

In the role plays, candidates had usually made good use of the 15 minutes preparation time. Centres are
reminded that Examiners may have access to the confidential test materials (Teachers' Notes Booklet and
Role Play Cards) in the four working days before the first Speaking test is conducted in order to prepare the
role plays. Centres are reminded that the contents of these materials are confidential and must not be shared
with candidates. The confidential test materials must be returned to the secure storage facility after
preparation has taken place and after each session of examining. Once started, in the interests of security,
the speaking tests should be completed as soon as possible within the Centre. There should not be a long
interval of time between different groups taking the test within a Centre. Once the last Speaking test has
been conducted, the sample should be checked and then sent as soon as possible after the tests have been
completed.

Centres are reminded that candidates must not be allowed to do any writing during their preparation time and
must not be allowed to bring any written materials with them into the preparation area. Please also ensure
that candidates do not bring mobile phones into the examination area and that Examiners' phones are
switched off.

Examiners usually understood the requirements of the mark scheme and, consequently asked the right sort
of questions which stretched candidates and gave them the opportunity to fulfil the descriptors in the higher
mark bands. For example, Examiners who included unexpected questions and went beyond the
straightforward "closed" questions gave candidates the possibility of scoring in the Good band or above on
Table B, Communication. "Safe" very straightforward questions which did not give candidates the opportunity
to develop their answers did not enable candidates to score marks in the highest bands. It was also essential
to include questions to elicit past and future tenses in both conversation sections as candidates needed to
show they could use both of these tenses for a mark of more than 6 to be awarded on Table C, Language.
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Clerical checks

In most Centres, the clerical work had been completed efficiently and Centres are thanked for this. Usually,
the addition and transfer of marks was accurate but in some Centres, very large clerical errors were found. It
is essential that all clerical work is checked with great care to ensure that all candidates receive the correct
mark. On the working marking sheet, the addition of the individual marks for each candidate should be
checked to ensure that the total mark is correct. Then, for each candidate, the transfer of the marks from the
working mark sheet to the MS1 mark sheet (or the electronic marks file) must also be checked. The lozenge
should be shaded in and also the mark written in numerals in the column. A few Centres did not complete the
mark column.

In larger Centres with several Examiners and in which internal moderation has taken place, please ensure
that any marks amendments for the samples of internally moderated work are applied to the whole of
that Examiner's group and not just the sample candidates. If internal moderation has taken place,
please ensure that the final Centre mark has been entered correctly on the MS1.

Cover sheet for moderation sample

Nearly all Centres remembered to complete and submit the Cover Sheet for Moderation Sample. This form
allows Centres to check that their moderation sample is correct before they despatch it to Cambridge.
Please remember that this is a form which must be completed and submitted to the Moderator with
the sample. It is intended that this sheet serves as a checklist for the Examiner. If there is more than one
Examiner per Centre, please remember to tick the relevant box on this sheet.

Sample size

As in 2015, most Centres had understood the sample requirements well and submitted the correct sample. It
was very helpful, in large Centres, for the Moderators to receive a list of the sample candidates and in which
examination group they could be found.

Recording quality

A high proportion of the recordings received were of a good clear quality and Centres are thanked for this.
Most Centres submitted digital recordings which enabled Moderators very easy access to the sample.
Centres are reminded that whatever the method chosen for recording, if an external microphone is used, this
should be positioned to favour the candidate. Centres should note that the recording should not be paused
between different sections of the test.

Please use widely recognised recording programmes. It is sometimes difficult to open files when they
are not put on CDs as .mp3 files. All files should be named correctly. It is essential that each candidate's
recording is labelled with the candidate name and number on the box for the CD and that the sound file is
correctly named. On the CD, the recording for each candidate must be saved individually and named as
follows, Centre number_candidate number_syllabus number_component number. Moderators reported an
increase in CDs being labelled incorrectly. The recording for each candidate should be on a separate file.
Please remember to avoid sticking labels on CDs and do not write on the surface of the CD without using a
CD friendly pen.

The Examiner must introduce the candidate by name and candidate number and also give the Role Play
Card number. This announcement must not be made by the candidate.

Internal moderation in Centres

The standard of internal moderation in Centres which had been given permission to use more than one
Examiner was usually good. New Centres are reminded that where more than one Examiner is used,
Moderators need to be able to check that all Examiners have adopted a uniform approach to the test and
applied the mark scheme consistently. All Centres wishing to use more than one Examiner to conduct
the Speaking tests for their candidates are reminded of the need to apply to Cambridge for
permission well before the start of each Speaking test period. A copy of this permission should be
enclosed with the Centre sample. In order to assist Centres that have been given permission to use more
than one Examiner, Cambridge has produced guidelines for internal standardisation/moderation.
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Centres are reminded that if after checking the sample for a particular Examiner the decision is taken to
adjust that Examiner's marks, that adjustment must then be applied to the marks of all the candidates who
were examined by that Examiner, and not just the candidates whose work was in the sample checked.

Timings of tests I missing elements

Most Centres conducted tests of an appropriate length, but some Centres persist in going under or over the
5 minutes prescribed for the Topic conversation and/or the General conversation test. Each of these two
sections must last for approximately five minutes. Centres are reminded that the presentation of the
topic should last no longer than 2 minutes and that the remaining time of this 5 minute section should be
spent in conversation on this topic.

Where conversations are short or missing, candidates can be greatly disadvantaged as marks
cannot be awarded for tasks which are not attempted. In the Topic/conversation section, Examiners
need to keep questioning focused on the topic in question and then introduce the final General conversation
section of the test. This is helpful to both the candidate and the Moderator. In some Centres, marks had
been awarded for missing sections which resulted in marks being reduced by Moderators.

Application of the mark scheme

Examiners in Centres usually applied the mark scheme fairly and consistently. Some large Centres had
adjustments made just to part of the mark range in cases of lenient or harsh marking. Some Centres had
larger adjustments made to their marks. This was often due to short or missing sections, or the
generosity of marks awarded in Centres on Table C when there was no evidence of past and future
tenses.

Centres are reminded that a short response in the role plays, if appropriate, can earn a mark of 3. If there are
two parts to a task then Examiners are free to split the task, but should only one part of a task be completed
by the candidate, the maximum mark which can be awarded is 1. If a candidate uses a verb to complete a
task and makes an error of tense or conjugation, a mark of 2 and not 3 is appropriate. Examiners are
reminded that poor pronunciation should be queried especially if it prevents clear communication of a task.
Apart from the task in Role Play A, which requires the candidate to listen to two options and then choose
one, candidates cannot be awarded marks for material given by the Examiner which is then repeated by the
candidate.

In the Conversation sections, as in 2015, marking tended to be generous in some Centres. In such Centres,
marks were often awarded in the higher bands when there was no evidence that candidates could respond

in a spontaneous way to unexpected questions or that they could communicate consistently and accurately
in past and future tenses. Moderators also reported that in some Centres high marks had sometimes been
awarded when candidates could not go beyond a series of short responses to very straightforward questions.
It remains crucial that Examiners pitch the level of questioning at a different level for candidates of different
abilities. Impression marks were usually awarded fairly in Centres

Comments on specific questions

Role plays

Please remember to check the number of the candidate's card before starting the test and to enter the
number of the card on the working mark sheet.

Centres usually encouraged candidates to attempt all parts of each task and many Examiners did prompt
when appropriate. Examiners needed to prompt candidates to try to attempt all tasks. If only one part of a
two-part task was completed, only 1 mark could be awarded. As last year, two part tasks were split into (i)
and (ii) on the candidate Role Play Cards. Most Examiners kept well to their script and did not change the
cues.

Overlong answers remain not to be encouraged as marks can only be awarded for the set tasks. Indeed,
should candidates go on and add material extra to the set task it may distort meaning and detract from an
otherwise correct answer.
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Candidates should be reminded that it is always important to listen to the Examiner as on all the Role Play A
situations, there is always a task which requires them to listen and choose from the two options offered by
the Examiner. If one of these options is not chosen by the candidate the appropriate mark to award is 0.
Likewise, there is always one task which requires candidates to respond to an unexpected question on the
B role plays.

A Role Plays

The A role plays were found to be of equal difficulty and appropriate for the candidature. They posed very
similar challenges to those of 2015 and were a fair test at this level.

The A role plays are designed to be easier than the B role plays and are set using vocabulary from Topic
Areas A, B and C of the Defined Content. All of the A role play situations featured a task which required a
question to be asked and one task which required candidates to choose an option from two provided by the
Examiner. Candidates generally found them to be accessible and even the weakest candidates were usually
able to score at least one mark on each task. Centres had trained candidates well to include a greeting and
thanks where required. Centres are reminded that often a short response (perhaps one word) will be
appropriate and in such cases a mark of 3 can be awarded. Examiners should query pronunciation if the
meaning of the utterance is unclear due to mispronunciation. Moderators this year reported a tendency
in some Centres to accept poor pronunciation too readily.

Examiners should introduce Role Play A and start off the conversation. English should not be used to
introduce the test. It is always helpful to read out the introduction to candidates.

At the café

This role play was attempted well by candidates. On Task 1, nearly all candidates could greet and say they
wanted to have breakfast. The next task saying for how many they wanted a table was also well done and,
on Task 3, most were able to opt for one of the choices offered by the Examiner. There were cases of some
mispronunciation on drinks when candidates gave answers such as chocolat chaud/thé. Good attempts were
made on the last task to formulate an appropriate question

At the cinema

Candidates generally approached this situation well. Nearly all candidates could greet and say they wanted
to reserve places. The next task required candidates to pick out the kind of film they wanted to see. Most
opted for one of the suggested ideas such as aventure or policier (which was sometimes mispronounced).
Nearly all were successful in saying how many places they required and, on Task 4, many were successful
in choosing one of the time options offered by the Examiner. Nearly all remembered to thank but some still
found difficulty in asking the price.

At the market buying fruit

This role play caused candidates few problems. Nearly all greeted appropriately and were able to say what
they wanted to buy. On Task 2, the meaning was usually clear but some mispronounced vertes or rouges.
Nearly all were able to give an appropriate desired quantity as either a number or weight and, on Task 4, few
problems were encountered in asking for a bag. The last task was usually well done but some candidates
rendered the second part of this task as Combien de prix ?

B Role Plays

The B role plays were deliberately more demanding than the more straightforward A role plays in that they
required the ability to use different tenses, to explain, to apologise, express opinions and justify these
opinions. The level of challenge was well balanced across the role plays and a similar performance across all
cards could be seen. As in previous sessions, they differentiated well, but even the weakest candidates
could usually score some marks on some of the tasks. It is important that Examiners know their own role and
stick to the script and the set tasks. Candidates should be reminded that there will always be one task in
which they have to listen to the Examiner and reply to an unprepared question. Candidates should be
advised to consider likely questions in the 15 minutes preparation time, immediately prior to the Speaking
test, and to listen carefully in the examination room. They should also be reminded that each card will always
expect candidates to ask a question.
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A phone call from a friend, Louis(e)

Most were able to cope well with the first task but some weaker candidates confused the possessive
adjective and did not transpose the votre mere to ma mere in their answers. In such cases, the mark for that
part of the task could not be scored as the correct meaning was not there and the message was lost. The
next prompt required candidates to respond to an unexpected question about when their mother would be
back. The majority of candidates gave an appropriate and brief response such as a day of the week/next
week/at the weekend. The cue was usually well understood by candidates. On the third task, most were able
to give two different ways in which they were helping or had been helping but errors of conjugation of verbs
were often evident which meant that many did not score 3 marks. Task 4 showed that, as referred to in
previous reports, some candidates persist in not recognising the need to offer an apology when they meet
the cue Faites vos excuses. This should be pointed out to candidates as it is a notion which, at this level they
should be able to recognise and produce. In response, some candidates made a list of excuses as to why
they could not go rather than apologising for not going. On the last task, candidates were required to
formulate a question asking what the friend would like to do. Some made a suggestion as to what they could
do together but this changed the nature of the task which required a question to be formulated.

A phone call to a taxi company about a bag

Candidates made a fairly confident start to this role play. Some confused /aissé with /assé but the majority
were able to convey they had left a bag in a taxi. Task 2 required a response to an unexpected question
about when the taxi ride had taken place. This was well done as most recognised key words in the cue with
little difficulty. Task 3 proved more difficult. Candidates needed to give two details about the driver. Only the
better candidates could use avoir appropriately when describing hair and eye colour. There was some
confusion as to when to use parts of the verbs étre and avoir with descriptive detail. Candidates who opted to
describe clothing found the task a little easier. On the next task, most were able to express their pleasure
about the bag being found but only the best candidates could explain why they needed it. A phrase such as
mon portable/passeport est dans le sac was sufficient to fulfil the task. Some candidates said their
homework was in the bag. These were all appropriate answers. Some candidates suggested when they
could call in at the office but this was not the set task which required a question to be formulated. Only
responses in which an appropriate question was formulated communicated the required message.

Phoning a friend to organise a birthday party

The candidates made a confident start to this role play and were able to say they were phoning about
organising a celebration for Julie’s birthday. The second task required them to respond to an unprepared
question and nearly all were able to communicate the date of the birthday. In Task 3, some failed to express
their enthusiasm but nearly all were able to say what kind of birthday cake Julie would like and this in most
cases was au chocolat. On the next task, two activities which Julie would like to do were required. Some
candidates did not relate the activities to Julie and just said instead what they themselves would like to do.
This was not the set task. This underlines the need for some candidates to read the cues very carefully and
listen to the Examiner’s lead in cue. Finally, as on the other cards, if the candidate merely suggested going
shopping rather than asking the friend to go shopping with them, this changed the nature of the task. As
noted above, candidates need to be reminded that a correct question is always required on the B role plays
rather than a suggestion as it is the skill in formulating an interrogative which is being tested.

Topic presentation & conversation

The general standard heard this year was very similar to that heard in 2015. There was again a full range of
performance and candidates had usually prepared their material well. The best presentations were presented at
a reasonable speed, were clear to understand and they showed something about the candidate in a very
personal way. Most candidates did not go over the maximum time of 2 minutes for the presentation part of this
section of the test. The remaining time of the 5 minutes allowed here should be spent on conversing on the topic.

Many were able to do themselves justice on their presentation but it was often the case, and especially so
with weaker candidates, that there was a drop in the level of performance in the topic conversation section.
The most able candidates were however usually capable of sustaining a consistent performance in the topic
conversation part of this section of the test. Such performances were characterised by good justifications and
routine explanations which made use of a wide range of accurate language.

A good range of subjects was usually chosen by candidates. Many talked about a pastime, life at school,
their ambitions, life in another country or a holiday. Candidates must be reminded that they should not
prepare moi-méme as a topic as this can replicate the General conversation section. This part of the test is
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intended to give them the opportunity to go into depth on one topic rather than cover several topic areas.
Centres should also ensure that candidates cover a good range of topics across the Centre. The range of
topics in a few Centres was rather narrow. A variety of topics across a Centre enables spontaneous and
natural examining to take place and avoids repetition of similar questions from candidate to candidate.

Candidates usually presented their topic at a comprehensible speed and did not rush. This is important so that
the message is not lost. Examiners are reminded not to interrupt candidates too early as this can be off putting
for them. In the conversation on the topic, Examiners are reminded of the need to avoid asking questions which
ask candidates to repeat material already heard on the presentation. The best performances heard were ones
in which an interesting lead was followed up by the Examiner which allowed the conversation to develop in a
natural way. Some Examiners asked very few questions in this part of the test and sometimes did not ask
questions to elicit past and future tenses. Centres are reminded that past and future questions should be
asked in both of the conversation sections. To score a mark of more than 6 for Language candidates
must show that they can use not just the present but also past and future tenses.

It was helpful to both candidates and Moderators at the end of this part of the test when Examiners made a
clear transition in French to the next part of the test.

General conversation

Examiners generally realised the need for questions to be put to elicit tenses but timings were again often
inconsistent in this section. This section of the test should last for 5 minutes. Some General conversation
sections were very long and others very short. This can disadvantage candidates.

Most Centres covered an appropriate range of topics and are reminded to try to cover two or three topics with
each candidate in this final section. It is understood however that with candidates who are less able, it may be
necessary to cover more topics in less depth in order to keep the conversation going. There were still some
Centres in which too many topics were covered rather briefly with all candidates. In such cases, candidates
cannot see a logical order in the questioning when questions become unrelated and, at worst, it can be highly
confusing for them to change topics frequently when the questions appear unlinked or feature questions which
appear to test general knowledge. The best examining featured an announcement as to which topic was going
to be discussed and then at the end of this topic, an indication as to what was being moved onto next by the
Examiner. Concentrating on two or three topics enables the Examiner to go into depth on fewer topics rather
than cover more topics superficially. The topics covered in the general conversation should be different from
and not related to the topic chosen by the candidate for the presentation so as to ensure good syllabus topic
coverage. Centres are reminded that candidates must not be aware of which general conversation topics will
be examined before the test.

Questions which are very straightforward and which require simple short responses do not give candidates
access to the upper mark bands for both Communication and Language. The best examining gave candidates
logically related questions on a topic and featured some open ended questions such as parle-moi de or asked
candidates to develop or explain an answer or reason for an opinion. This meant that candidates could try to
develop their answers in a natural way. As in the Topic conversation, candidates need to be able to develop
their answers, give and explain opinions and be able to respond to unexpected questions in a spontaneous
way in order to gain high marks. A few Centres made use of too few questions or the same questions in
the same order on each conversation topic from candidate to candidate: this approach should be
avoided. It is also important to give candidates the opportunity to respond to unexpected questions which
arise naturally and Examiners should follow up interesting leads presented by the candidate.

A very full range of performance was heard by Moderators in this section of the test and the standards heard
were very similar to those heard in 2015. Many candidates communicated well and in an interesting way on
topics such as holidays, future plans and ambitions, the environment, their town/country, school, family life,
leisure activities, food and drink, healthy lifestyle, and daily routine. A good number of candidates were able
to communicate their message clearly, often thanks to sympathetic and patient examining. In so doing, they
also showed that they had a good control of a range of linguistic features. The better candidates were able to
use a good range of tenses. The more able were also able to go beyond working in the first person and
conjugate verbs with different subjects. The work of such candidates showed that they could speak
accurately in tenses appropriate to the questions asked. The best work in terms of linguistic content featured
longer more complex utterances which made use of structures such as si + imperfect plus a conditional
tense, perfect infinitives, avant de + infinitive and, occasionally, compound tenses.

Many candidates heard by Moderators were enthusiastic about the relevance and importance of learning a
foreign language and had enjoyed their experience of learning how to communicate in French.
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FRENCH (FOREIGN LANGUAGE)

Paper 0520/11
Listening

Key messages

The format and question types of the Listening test remained as in November 2015. Candidates were
usually well aware of the requirements of the examination.

The candidate performance on this paper was similar in standard to that of November 2015.

As intended, there was a gradient of difficulty on the paper and the final section was found to be the
most challenging but even weaker candidates usually scored some marks on this section.

Centres need to remind candidates to write very clearly in blue or black pen. Some candidates wrote
first in pencil and then appeared to overwrite answers in pen but in so doing, they left first attempts at
ticks or words. This was often very difficult to read. Candidates should cross out very clearly any
material which they do not wish the Examiner to consider.

Poor handwriting often made scripts very difficult to read and was much more in evidence this year.
Many candidates now appreciate the need to write as briefly as possible. Full sentences are not
required in responses and candidates should be aware that if answers are long, there is the danger that
extra distorting details may be included which may invalidate an otherwise correct answer.

Answers were marked on the basis of communication and comprehension. Some candidates still need
to be more aware concerning ticking the correct number of boxes in objective exercises.

General comments

This session’s paper was found to be generally in keeping with the demands made in 2015. The candidature
overall performed quite well on the first two sections of the paper. Nearly all candidates went on to attempt
the final section with weaker candidates able to answer a few questions correctly in each of the two
exercises. The candidature was usually familiar with the rubrics and was aware of the requirements of the
test types. There was some evidence, however, that a few candidates were unsure as to the correct number
of boxes to be ticked on multiple choice exercises and, in particular, on Question 16. The exercises
discriminated appropriately across the gradient of difficulty in the paper. It was also evident that the
examined topics and contexts were accessible to all candidates.

As in the paper set last year, the French extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length
and density and featured both monologues and conversations. The emphasis of the questions moved from
targeting the candidates’ ability to pick out information contained in short factual pieces, to testing their ability
to understand specific factual information, as well as opinions and explanations, in longer narrated accounts
and conversations. Longer extracts featured a variety of register and references to both past and future
events. Vocabulary which was tested in the first two sections of the test was drawn from the vocabulary as
set out in the Defined Content.

Candidates in many Centres had appreciated the need to write as briefly and clearly as possible and
understood that full sentences were not required in response. Brief answers are preferable on this
paper as candidates do not run the risk of extra distorting material being added which may invalidate an
otherwise correct answer. Candidates were usually aware of the need not to add extra material which was
not on the recording and were also aware of the need not to answer or infer from general knowledge.

This year, Examiners reported more cases of poor handwriting which, at times, made it very difficult to read
answers whether they were brief or long. Centres must stress to candidates the need to write clearly and not
to use pencil to make a first attempt and then overwrite this in pen. Please remind all candidates that, if
they wish to make a second attempt at an answer, they should cross out their first attempt very
clearly. Any answer which a candidate does not wish the Examiner to consider should also be clearly
crossed out.
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The Listening paper tests comprehension. Accuracy in written responses in French is not an issue provided
that the message is clear. If the answer sounds and reads like French, it will be accepted provided that the
message is unambiguous.

Centres are reminded that reading time for each exercise is included in the pauses throughout the paper and
there is not extra reading time before the examination starts. It is important to give candidates practice on
past papers to ensure that they are familiar with the rubrics and when the pauses occur. It also helps to
remind candidates that they can expect to hear all recordings twice.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-8

This first exercise tested the understanding of eight short conversations/monologues through multiple-choice
questions with visual options. Candidates usually performed well in this opening exercise which was
intended to give them a confident start to the paper.

In Question 2, candidates sometimes confused a droite and tout droit and did not therefore choose option
C, the correct answer, preferring option D. The time in Question 3 was picked out correctly by the vast
majority, as was the item of food in Question 4. Occasionally, candidates were not able to select the correct
answer, option C, promenade a cheval, in Question 5.

The final three questions in this section were answered very well, with most candidates scoring 2 or 3 marks.
Question 6 was answered well by the majority of candidates and very few incorrectly identified film d’amour
in Question 7. The majority of candidates scored 6 to 8 marks on this first exercise.

Exercise 2 Questions 9-15

Candidates heard a longer extract which featured information about a hotel. Candidates answered the first
three questions extremely well and correctly identified mer, balcon and jardin. The second part of this
exercise was also answered well, with candidates rarely choosing incorrect options. The final question,
Question 15, required candidates to correctly identify trente-quatre and it was extremely pleasing to see that
the vast majority correctly identified the number with only a handful answering with 24.

Section 2
Exercise 1 Question 16

Performance on this exercise was good and continues to improve as many candidates are accustomed to
the exercise type and its requirements. There were still however cases of candidates ticking more than six
boxes or four boxes only.

This year, another method of answering was seen by Examiners: candidates put a dot in the box, indicating
a correct answer. This made marking the question extremely difficult and candidates must be reminded to
use a consistent method to indicate their answers: ticks or crosses are both acceptable, but are likely to
cause confusion when used together.

Candidates should not attempt to put a tick and a cross in all boxes. Six of the twelve boxes need to be
left blank.

In this exercise, the candidates heard four young people talking about sport. The majority of candidates
gained high marks on this exercise, with many scoring 6 marks, with a few candidates incorrectly choosing
option (j) in preference to (k).
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Exercise 2 Questions 17-21

In this exercise, candidates first heard an interview with Philippe and then an interview with Emilie who both
live in Libreville, in Africa.

In the first interview, candidates were required to correct an incorrect detail in each of five statements, a
question type with which they were clearly familiar. The missing words were all items which appear in the
vocabulary lists of the Defined Content. The exercise represented a step up in the incline of difficulty of the
test and the extract heard was longer than that heard in the previous exercise.

The candidates responded well to the first three questions with many acceptable spellings of dessert in
Question 17 and poisson in Question 18. There were few mistakes in Question 19, where candidates had
to identify lundi as the day when the restaurant was closed. The answer to Question 20 was sometimes
distorted by the incorrect addition of a d in the middle of the word agréable but it was very pleasing to see
that the vast majority of candidates answered Question 21 correctly.

Exercise 2 Questions 22-25

In the second interview, candidates had to respond in French with no more than two words to four questions.
These questions proved more challenging but many candidates correctly responded with vétements in
Question 22. A significant number of candidates responded with professeur in Question 23, but the
question clearly asks for a place (ou).

The vast majority of candidates attempted the final two questions in this exercise, but there were many
incorrect attempts at the spelling of chaleur in Question 24 and a significant number of candidates did not
make an attempt at answering this question. It was pleasing to see a good number of correct responses to
Question 25, especially as two elements were required, logement + climatisé. Again, however, a significant
number of candidates did not attempt an answer to this question.

Section 3
Exercise 1 Questions 26-31

Candidates heard an interview with Mathilde who had worked as a volunteer in a school in Bénin and the
question type used was multiple choice. Questions tested not just specific factual information but also gist
understanding over the longer extract. Candidates needed to identify attitudes and emotions in some
questions and be able to understand a narrative which, in places, depended upon them understanding a
sequence of events in the past. Performance was much in line with the performance seen on the comparable
exercise in 2015. The topic area was generally accessible and candidates made a good attempt at this
exercise.

This was a suitably demanding exercise for this stage of the examination and candidates performed in much
the same way on this exercise as in the last session. Less able candidates usually managed to score a few
marks on this exercise and a full range of marks was evident with a good number of candidates scoring 4 or
more marks. It was very pleasing to see that the vast majority of the candidature answered all these
questions.

Exercise 2 Questions 32—-40

As in 2015, this was found to be an appropriately challenging exercise at this stage of the paper. Very few
candidates left all the questions blank and were usually able to score a few marks. Candidates heard an
interview with Edouard who was a mountain guide. There was a good mix of challenging and more
accessible questions on this last exercise. Most candidates scored some marks with some questions only
being successfully answered by the most able, as intended. It was especially pleasing to see that a
significant number of candidates correctly answered the final question.

The questions were designed to make short responses possible and only a few candidates seemed unaware
of this. Candidates should be reminded not to write long answers as sometimes they add extra detail which
is not on the recording which can distort and invalidate an otherwise correct answer.

There were many correct answers to Question 32 but answers were occasionally invalidated by the
omission of pres. The next question required two elements, meilleur and poste. Only the more able were
successful here, especially as the spelling of meilleur caused significant difficulties.
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The verb grimper was not well known in Question 35 and again only the most able were successful in
answering this question correctly with many candidates leaving this question blank. Candidates were more
successful in rendering the notion of se casser le bras in Question 36 and a higher proportion gained the
mark in Question 37 by correctly identifying documentaire.

Question 38 was perceived as very challenging by the candidates with a significant number leaving their
answers blank. When candidates did answer here, the spelling of chemin was often unacceptable and in the
second part to the question dangereux was often omitted. It was especially pleasing to see that a significant
number of candidates correctly answered the final question with services.
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FRENCH (FOREIGN LANGUAGE)

Paper 0520/12
Listening

Key messages

The format of the Listening test was as in November 2015. Candidates were usually well aware of the
requirements of the examination and the rubrics.

Candidates found Section 2, Exercise 2 more challenging this year and were unaware of the meaning
of some Defined Content words.

As intended, there was a gradient of difficulty on the paper and the final section was found to be the
most challenging but even weaker candidates usually scored some marks on this section.

Centres need to remind candidates to write very clearly in blue or black pen. Some candidates wrote
first in pencil and then appeared to overwrite answers in pen but, in so doing, they left first attempts at
ticks or words. This was often very difficult to read. Candidates should cross out very clearly any
material which they do not wish the Examiner to consider.

Examiners reported an increase in cases of poor handwriting.

Many candidates appreciate the need to write as briefly as possible. Full sentences are not required in
responses and candidates should be aware that if answers are long, there is the danger that extra
distorting details may be included which may invalidate an otherwise correct answer.

Answers were marked on the basis of communication and comprehension.

Candidates need to be aware of ticking the correct number of boxes in objective exercises.

General comments

This year, the candidature overall performed quite well on the first half of the paper but found Section 2,
Exercise 2 a little more demanding than in 2015. Nearly all candidates went on to attempt the final section
with weaker candidates being able to be successful on a few questions in each of the two exercises. The
candidature was usually familiar with the rubrics and was aware of the requirements of the test types. There
was some evidence, however, that a few candidates were unsure as to the correct number of boxes to be
ticked on multiple-choice exercises and, in particular, on Question 16. The exercises discriminated
appropriately across the gradient of difficulty in the paper. It was also evident that the examined topics and
contexts were accessible to all candidates.

As last year, the French extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and density and
featured both monologues and conversations. The emphasis of the questions moved from targeting the
candidates’ ability to pick out information contained in short factual pieces, to testing their ability to
understand specific factual information, as well as opinions and explanations, in longer narrated accounts
and conversations. Longer extracts featured a variety of register and references to both past and future
events. Vocabulary which was tested in the first two sections of the test was drawn from the vocabulary as
set out in the Defined Content.

Candidates in many Centres had appreciated the need to write as briefly and clearly as possible and
understood that full sentences were not required in response. Brief answers are preferable on this
paper as candidates do not run the risk of extra distorting material being added which may invalidate an
otherwise correct answer. Candidates were usually aware of the need not to add extra material which was
not on the recording and were also aware of the need not to answer or infer from general knowledge.

This year, Examiners reported more cases of poor handwriting which, at times, made it very difficult to read
answers whether they were brief or long. Centres must stress to candidates the need to write clearly, in the
space provided, and not to use pencil to make a first attempt and then overwrite this in pen. Please remind
all candidates that, if they wish to make a second attempt at an answer, they should cross out their
first attempt very clearly. Any answer which a candidate does not wish the Examiner to consider should
also be clearly crossed out.
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The Listening paper tests comprehension. Accuracy in written responses in French is not an issue provided
that the message is clear. If the answer sounds and reads like French, it will be accepted provided that the
message is unambiguous.

Centres are reminded that reading time for each exercise is included in the pauses throughout the paper and
there is not extra reading time before the examination starts. It is important to give candidates practice on
past papers to ensure that they are familiar with the rubrics and when the pauses occur. It also helps to
remind candidates that they can expect to hear all recordings twice.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-8

This first exercise tested the understanding of eight short conversations/monologues through multiple-choice
questions with visual options. Candidates usually performed well in this opening exercise which is intended
to give them a confident start to the paper. The extracts were straightforward and short. The vocabulary
areas tested times, places in a station, food and drink, household items, personal descriptions and garden
equipment. Rubrics and visuals were generally well understood by candidates.

Question 1 was usually attempted well but some candidates chose 11.00 rather than 11.20. On Question 2,
over half the candidates could successfully identify /a salle d’attente. Candidates answered Questions 3, 4
and 5 quite well. Questions 6 and 7 were the least well answered in this section. On Question 6, many
confused blouson with robe and, on Question 7, many did not know couverture. Question 8 was very well
done.

Exercise 2 Questions 9-15

Candidates heard a longer extract which featured an advert for a holiday village. Questions tested months,
geographical surroundings, site facilities and entertainment on site. Candidates approached this exercise
confidently and generally did well with very good numbers being successful on Questions 9, 11, 12, 13, 14
and 15. Question 9 required candidates to write the month octobre and most were able to offer an
acceptable spelling. On Question 10, weaker candidates chose either option B or option C, and on
Question 11 some chose option C, chalet, instead of caravane. The final four questions of this exercise
were well done by most candidates.

Section 2
Exercise 1 Question 16

Performance on this exercise was quite good with good numbers scoring well. Candidates are, mostly, well
accustomed to the exercise type and its requirements. There were still, however, cases of candidates ticking
more than six boxes or four boxes only. Candidates should also be reminded to use a consistent method to
indicate their answers: ticks or crosses are both acceptable, but are likely to cause confusion when used
together. They should not attempt to put a tick and a cross in all boxes. Six of the twelve boxes need to be
left blank.

Candidates heard four young people talking about pocket money and what they did to earn money. The topic
area was accessible to candidates with many scoring 4 marks. Even the weaker candidates were able to
score 1 or 2 marks here. There was no discernible pattern of incorrectly placed ticks.

Exercise 2 Questions 17-21

In this exercise, candidates heard an interview in two parts in which Thibault talks about his experience of
living in Quebec. In the first part of the interview, candidates were required to correct an incorrect detail in
each of five statements, a question type with which they were clearly familiar. The missing words were all
items which appear in the vocabulary lists of the Defined Content but some proved to be very challenging.
The exercise represented a step up in the incline of difficulty of the test and the extract heard was longer
than that heard in the previous exercise.
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Candidates this year generally found the first part of this exercise very demanding. Incorrect answers to
Question 17 were frequently answered with octobre. This could have been because the word crossed out on
the paper was a month so some may have thought that another month was required. Also, as some had
heard octobre on the previous exercise, they thought that this was also the answer here rather than the word
automne. Candidates fared in a similar way on the next question which tested beau. Incorrect answers often
featured the word bon. Question 19 proved to be very hard as very few candidates knew the Defined
Content word douane. Some phonetic renderings were attempted but a frequent incorrect answer was doin.
Better attempts were made on Question 20 which tested accent. Some found it very difficult to spell this
word but the mark scheme was fairly tolerant here. This was also the case for the spelling of propriétaire on
Question 21 and about half the candidates were able to gain the mark here.

Exercise 2 Questions 22-25

The second part of the exercise was a little better attempted. Candidates heard the second interview with
Thibault and needed to respond to questions by writing a brief answer in French. The words tested here
seemed to be better known by candidates. On Question 22, saucisson was tested. Spellings of this word
were often inaccurate but able to convey the correct message and thus, gain the mark. The next question,
Question 23, which tested bruit, was often well done. On Question 24, some quite good attempts were
made at dur by a fair number of candidates, but weaker candidates often wrote bur. The last question here
was, again, well attempted and many were obviously quite familiar with the word séveéres. A few candidates
invalidated their answer here by adding a negative notion to the answer which distorted the correct answer.

Section 3
Exercise 1 Questions 26-31
Candidates heard an interview with Thomas who talked about his voluntary work in France.

The topic area was generally accessible and usually candidates made quite a good attempt at questions with
even the weakest candidates being able to score 1 or 2 marks. Only the very best candidates scored 5 or

6 marks here and the exercise discriminated well at this stage of the examination. Candidates found the first
three questions easier than the last three questions on this exercise. On questions answered incorrectly,
there did not appear to be any pattern of incorrect answers with options which had proved more attractive
than others. The question type used was multiple-choice with written options. Questions tested not just
specific factual information but also gist understanding over the longer extract. Candidates needed to identify
attitudes and emotions in some questions and be able to understand a narrative which, in places, depended
upon them understanding a sequence of events in the past. The questions found to be most challenging
were Questions 30 and 31, both of which required not just an understanding of a specific details but more in
terms of global skills in that they required candidates to identify how the parents of Thomas thought he had
changed and how the experience overall had changed the life of Thomas.

Exercise 2 Questions 32—40

As in 2015, this was found to be an appropriately demanding and challenging exercise at this stage of the
paper. Some questions were only answered well by the very best candidates. Many weaker candidates did
however make commendable efforts to answer at least some questions and were usually able to score a few
marks. Candidates heard an interview with Nicole, a young French woman who talked about her work in
Australia. There was a mix of harder and more accessible questions on this last exercise.

The questions were designed to make short responses possible and only a few candidates seemed unaware
of this. Candidates should be reminded not to write long answers as sometimes they add extra detail which
is not on the recording. This can distort and invalidate an otherwise correct answer. It is appreciated that
candidates may try to write quickly but they do need to be aware that, if writing is unclear or incorrect, and
should spaces appear in and split words inappropriately, this may also invalidate their answers. Examiners
need to be able to see an answer clearly as the addition (or the omission) of a letter can change the meaning
of a word. Candidates also need to be reminded that they should not require the Examiner to choose from
two options or a list of answers in which the correct answer may feature. Such answers count as invalidation
and do not score the mark. Candidates also need to be reminded to make good use of the reading time and
to make sure they read the questions carefully and understand exactly what is being asked rather than trying
to write down too much detail from the recording. The questions are phrased in such a way so as to keep
their written input to a minimum.
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Candidates attempted the middle part of this exercise with more confidence than the first and last parts. On
Question 32, Examiners looked for the key concept of recommending places to visitors. Many found this
quite challenging and some needed to include the second part of the concept. On Question 33, very few
candidates were familiar with the Defined Content item of vocabulary, les incendies, with many guesses at
the word apparent. On Question 34, raconter was not always known. Candidates fared better on the next
section of questions. The vast majority of candidates were successful on Question 35, and were able to
identify plage, but the spelling of the commonly met word bouteilles, in an acceptable form, caused problems
for many candidates on Question 36. Some also seemed to be unfamiliar with the verb ramasser which
featured in the question. Good attempts were made on Question 37 with well over half the candidature
being successful in identifying tourisme écologique. The last section required candidates to identify langues
on Question 38. Here, many invalidated their answer with spellings such as long/longues with just under half
the candidates scoring the mark. On Question 39, candidates needed to identify that Nicole described this
experience as la meilleure. Some good attempts were made, but, again, an acceptable spelling of this
comparison proved difficult for many. It is worth noting that at this stage of the test, candidates need to be
able to identify and communicate comparisons. On the final question, Question 40, only the better
candidates could identify that Nicole intended to write a book with many thinking that she just wanted to be a
tourist. Invalidations were often seen here as candidates often added distorting detail when trying to add vert
to answers. Reference just to the fact of writing a book was enough here to score the mark.
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FRENCH (FOREIGN LANGUAGE)

Paper 0520/13
Listening

Key messages

The format and question types of the Listening test remained as in November 2015. Candidates were
usually well aware of the requirements of the examination.

The candidate performance on this paper was similar in standard to that of November 2015. As
intended, there was a gradient of difficulty on the paper and the final section was found to be the most
challenging but even weaker candidates usually scored some marks on this section.

Centres need to remind candidates to write very clearly in blue or black pen. Some candidates wrote
first in pencil and then appeared to overwrite answers in pen but, in so doing, they left first attempts at
ticks or words. This was often very difficult to read. Candidates should cross out very clearly any
material which they do not wish the Examiner to consider.

Poor handwriting often made scripts very difficult to read and was more in evidence this year.

Many candidates now appreciate the need to write as briefly as possible. Full sentences are not
required in responses and candidates should be aware that if answers are long, there is the danger that
extra distorting details may be included which may invalidate an otherwise correct answer.

Answers were marked on the basis of communication and comprehension. Some candidates still need
to be more aware concerning ticking the correct number of boxes in objective exercises.

General comments

This session’s paper was found to be generally in keeping with the demands made in 2015. The candidature
overall performed quite well on the first two sections of the paper. Nearly all candidates went on to attempt
the final section with weaker candidates being able to be successful on a few questions in each of the two
exercises. The candidature was usually familiar with the rubrics and was aware of the requirements of the
test types. There was some evidence, however, that a few candidates were unsure as to the correct number
of boxes to be ticked on multiple-choice exercises and, in particular, on Question 16. The exercises
discriminated appropriately across the gradient of difficulty in the paper. It was also evident that the
examined topics and contexts were accessible to all candidates.

As last year, the French extracts heard by candidates gradually increased in terms of length and density and
featured both monologues and conversations. The emphasis of the questions moved from targeting the
candidates’ ability to pick out information contained in short factual pieces, to testing their ability to
understand specific factual information, as well as opinions and explanations, in longer narrated accounts
and conversations. Longer extracts featured a variety of register and references to both past and future
events. Vocabulary which was tested in the first two sections of the test was drawn from the vocabulary as
set out in the Defined Content.

Candidates in many Centres had appreciated the need to write as briefly and clearly as possible and
understood that full sentences were not required in response. Brief answers are preferable on this
paper as candidates do not run the risk of extra distorting material being added which may invalidate an
otherwise correct answer. Candidates were usually aware of the need not to add extra material which was
not on the recording and were also usually aware of the need not to answer or infer from general knowledge.

This year, Examiners reported more cases of poor handwriting which, at times, made it very difficult to read
answers whether they were brief or long. Centres must stress to candidates the need to write clearly and not
to use pencil to make a first attempt and then overwrite this in pen. Please remind all candidates that, if
they wish to make a second attempt at an answer, they should cross out their first attempt very
clearly. Any answer which a candidate does not wish the Examiner to consider should also be clearly
crossed out.
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The Listening paper tests comprehension. Accuracy in written responses in French is not an issue provided
that the message is clear. If the answer sounds and reads like French, it will be accepted provided that the
message is unambiguous.

Centres are reminded that reading time for each exercise is included in the pauses throughout the paper and
there is not extra reading time before the examination starts. It is important to give candidates practice on
past papers to ensure that they are familiar with the rubrics and when the pauses occur. It also helps to
remind candidates that they can expect to hear all recordings twice.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-8

This first exercise tested the understanding of eight short conversations/monologues through multiple-choice
questions with visual options. Candidates usually performed well in this opening exercise which was intended
to give them a confident start to the paper. The extracts were straightforward and short. The vocabulary areas
tested clothing, food and drink, numbers, shopping and personal items. Candidates coped well with most of
these questions. Questions 2, 4 and 6 were very well done by candidates. The question least well attempted
was Question 8 which tested /a caisse. On other questions, there was no discernible pattern of incorrect
answers. Rubrics had been well understood and cases of ticking more than one box were rare.

Exercise 2 Questions 9-15

Candidates heard a longer extract which featured information about a tourist resort called Sarval Plage.
Questions tested tourist activities, transport and accommodation. Candidates made a very good attempt at
this exercise and were mostly successful in identifying septembre on Question 9. The question least well
attempted was Question 10 which tested aquarium. Questions 11 and 12 were well done. High numbers of
candidates were also successful on the remaining three questions in this exercise.

Section 2
Exercise 1 Question 16

Performance on this exercise was good and continues to improve as many candidates are accustomed to
the exercise type and its requirements. There were still however cases of candidates ticking more than six
boxes or four boxes only. Candidates must be reminded to use a consistent method to indicate their
answers: ticks or crosses are both acceptable, but are likely to cause confusion when used together. They
should not attempt to put a tick and a cross in all boxes. Six of the twelve boxes need to be left blank.

Candidates heard four young people talking about their families. This exercise was quite well done and good
numbers of candidates scored at least 4 marks on the exercise. The topic area was clearly very accessible to
candidates. On questions answered incorrectly, there was no clear pattern of incorrect ticks.

Exercise 2 Questions 17-21

In this exercise candidates first heard an interview with Ariane and then an interview with René who both
talked about football.

In the first interview, candidates were required to correct an incorrect detail in each of five statements, a
question type with which they were clearly familiar. The missing words were all items which appear in the
vocabulary lists of the Defined Content. The exercise represented a step up in the incline of difficulty of the
test and the extract heard was longer than that heard in the previous exercise.

Good attempts were made on Question 17 with many correctly identifying cousin. The next question,
Question 18, was found to be a little more difficult but the majority gave an acceptable rendering of the word
physique. Question 19 which tested kilométres was done less well with some clearly not understanding the
word frajet which appeared on the Question Paper. Some incorrect answers featured the word équipe
instead. On Question 20, incorrect answers such as champion rather than championnat were seen very
frequently. On the last question, Question 21, very good attempts were made at timide and a high proportion
of candidates scored the mark.
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Exercise 2 Questions 22-25

Candidates scored less well on this second part of the exercise. On Question 22, many were not familiar
with the word genou. To score the mark here, answers had to begin with gen. Many incorrect spellings such
as jenu and junou were in evidence. The spelling of the word voisins on Question 23 also proved difficult for
many with renderings such as voissants being fairly common. Weaker candidates often wrote amis instead
as this word was heard before the information about the neighbours not being happy. Candidates need to be
reminded to use the words in the question to help them listen very carefully as the same words often appear
as cues in the recorded extract. The n’était pas content in the question was important as the candidates
heard les voisins n’étaient pas contents. A fair number identified two years on Question 24 but did not pick
out the plus tard which was the extra detail needed to convey the whole correct concept. Some invalidated
their answers by joining words inappropriately such as plutard. The final question in this section,

Question 25, was much better attempted and good numbers conveyed the concept of confidence
successfully.

Section 3
Exercise 1 Questions 26-31

Candidates heard an interview with Marcel who talked about his life as a fisherman at sea. The question type
used was multiple-choice with written options. Questions tested not just specific factual information but also
gist understanding over the longer extract. Candidates needed to identify attitudes and emotions in some
questions and be able to understand a narrative which, in places, depended upon them understanding a
sequence of events in the past. Performance was much in line with the performance seen on the comparable
exercise in 2015. The topic area was generally accessible and candidates made a good attempt at this
exercise. Even the weaker candidates were usually able to score a few marks on this exercise. This was a
suitably demanding exercise for this stage of the examination and candidates performed in much the same
way on this exercise as in the last session. A full range of marks was evident with a fair number scoring 3 or
more marks. There was no discernible pattern of incorrect answers on this exercise.

Exercise 2 Questions 32—40

As in 2015, this was found to be an appropriately challenging exercise at this stage of the paper. Many
weaker candidates made commendable efforts to answer at least a few questions and were usually able to
score a few marks. Candidates heard an interview with Corinne who had left France to go and work in
Canada. There was a good mix of harder and more accessible questions on this last exercise. Most
candidates scored some marks with some questions only being successfully answered by the most able, as
intended. The questions were designed to make short responses possible and only a few candidates
seemed unaware of this. Candidates should be reminded not to write long answers as sometimes they add
extra detail which is not on the recording. This can distort and invalidate an otherwise correct answer.

Candidates made quite a good start to the exercise on Question 32 with good numbers being able to convey
the concept that she was a student or had been studying. If candidates added details such as dans une
école, this invalidated the answer as it was not heard and distorted the answer. Question 33 proved more
challenging. Candidates needed to convey the concept of her leaving with, going with or being accompanied
by a friend. Only the better candidates were successful here. On Question 34, many found it difficult to
identify the word serveuse and sometimes offered vendeuse or spellings such as savoureuse, servo or
sauveuse. Candidates did better on Question 35 with good numbers being able to give an acceptable
rendering of the word appartement. On Question 36, candidates could gain the mark in a variety of ways.
The question had been worded in such a way as to minimise the need for a long answer. An answer such as
comprendre I'anglais gained the mark. Candidates who chose to add more detail could also gain a mark with
answers such as les gens parlaient anglais or Elle/Corinne ne comprenait pas I'anglais, which were all
deemed to be acceptable answers. Consequently, a fair number of candidates were able to gain the mark
here. Many were also able to identify that Corinne was helped with her accent on Question 37. Question 38
needed candidates to read the question with care as some interpreted it as what the friend did rather than
what the friend bought. Consequently, many just said she returned to France and did not therefore answer
the question. Candidates needed to indicate that she bought an air ticket or a ticket to return to France.
Without the idea of billet, the answer was incomplete and only partially successful. A better attempt was
made on Question 39 but quite a lot of candidates were not able to spell the frequently encountered Defined
Content word paysage. Answers such as pizza, pisage, passage, payage, payasage and pay sage were
seen. Examiners looked for the letters pays or pais at the beginning of an answer and the spelling age at the
end of the word. The final question, Question 40, proved to be the most challenging on the paper and only
the very best candidates were successful in rendering esprit and ouvert here.
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FRENCH (FOREIGN LANGUAGE)

Paper 0520/21
Reading

Key messages

To maximise their chances of success on this paper, candidates should:
select carefully only that information from the text that answers the question, in particular in the last two
exercises,
check whether some manipulation is required in order for the answer to be correct,
use grammatical markers to assist with the gap fill exercise.

General comments

Candidates appeared to have sufficient time to complete the paper and almost all candidates were
appropriately entered for the examination. There were some instances where candidates had put two ticks
for a question and it was not clear which one was their final answer.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-5

Questions 1, 3, 4 and 5 proved accessible to almost all candidates, but Question 2 provided some
challenge, with balayer not being known.

Exercise 2 Questions 6-10

Again, scores for this exercise were generally high and full marks were common. Some candidates had
difficulty with Question 9, F being a common distractor.

Exercise 3 Questions 11-15

This exercise was accessible for candidates, although Question 14 proved challenging. The correct answer
was B, but A was frequently selected.

Section 2
Exercise 1 Questions 16-20

For this exercise, candidates completed statements in French, choosing words from a list. Some candidates
appeared to make use only of perceived meaning of the option words and the text, and did not use the
grammatical markers in the sentences to assist with narrowing down their options. Transport was a common
distractor for Question 19, but so was renseignements, indicating that candidates had not considered the
grammar.

S
5

CAMBRIDGE

International Examinations © 2016




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0520 French (Foreign Language) November 2016
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

Exercise 2 Questions 21-29

For this exercise, candidates were required to read a more extended text in the form of an email from Selma
on the subject of a recent event in her life. The text was mostly straightforward and the vocabulary covered
house and home for the most part. Most candidates were able to cope with the demands of the task.
Although long answers are not required, and often only a few words would answer the question, many
candidates chose to copy a couple of sentences from the text for each question. For this exercise,
extraneous material and incorrect tenses are often ignored as long as they do not in some way invalidate the
candidate’s correct response.

In Question 21, some candidates seemed to think that chez was a noun. In Question 24, the question word
quand did not always seem to be known, leading to some incorrect answers. Likewise, comment in
Question 25 did not always appear to be understood.

Section 3
Exercise 1 Questions 30-34

In Section 3, examiners are expecting a higher level of attention to detail and for candidates to be more
selective of the information they take from the texts when correcting the false statements. Candidates are
reminded that they should not merely write the opposite of the statement and need to look for the alternative
information.

Question 30 proved the most challenging, with candidates having little trouble with the other statements.
Candidates cannot be credited with a justification if they have ticked VRAI for the statement, so there is no
benefit in writing a justification for every response.

In terms of the justifications, for Question 30, candidates sometimes targeted the wrong information, such as
that the owner wanted to re-let the apartment, which does not correct the statement. The justification for
Question 31 was the most accessible, but Question 34 gave rise to some misunderstandings, with some
candidates thinking that he had given the painting to the association.

Exercise 2 Questions 35-41

This final exercise was intended to be the most challenging part of the paper. Where candidates lost marks,
it was often through writing too much and including information that did not answer the question. Candidates
are advised to look at the number of lines to indicate the expected length of answer.

Some candidates left answers blank in this segment, and only a minority scored full marks. There was again
some evidence of question words such as ou not being known.

Questions 39 and 41 proved the most difficult. Many candidates wrote about the classes being small for
Question 39, which does not answer the question asked. Finding a grammatical answer to the question was
a problem for Question 41. Many copied the sentence directly from the paper — ils ont enfin appris a vivre
avec les autres. In the context of the original passage, it is clear who ils are. However, in answer to the
question, it is not clear who is being referred to.
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FRENCH (FOREIGN LANGUAGE)

Paper 0520/22
Reading

Key messages

To maximise their chances of success on this paper, candidates should:
select carefully only that information from the text that answers the question, in particular in the last two
exercises,
ensure that their responses grammatically answer the question in Section 3,
remember that questions follow the order of the text.

General comments

Almost all candidates completed the paper, so candidates appeared to have sufficient time. Examiners saw a
full range of performance and almost all candidates were appropriately entered for the examination. Scripts
were mostly legible but there were instances where candidates had crossed out work and it was not always
clear what their intended response was.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-5

The opening exercise posed few difficulties for many candidates. Question 1 was accessible to virtually the
entire candidature, but the remaining questions gave some problems, especially Question 5. Sparadrap
seemed unknown by some candidates, B being a commonly used distractor.

Exercise 2 Questions 6-10

Again, scores for this exercise were generally high and full marks were common. Question 7 appeared to be
the most difficult for candidates, with a number opting for B rather than D.

Exercise 3 Questions 11-15

As would be expected, Exercise 3 posed few problems for most. Question 14 led to some wrong answers,
but many scored full marks on the exercise.

Section 2
Exercise 1 Questions 16-20

For this exercise, candidates completed statements in French, choosing words from a list. Simple was
commonly chosen instead of sain for Question 17, and mer was frequently selected for Question 18. Some
candidates appeared to make use only of perceived meaning of the option words and the text, and did not
use the grammatical markers in the sentences to assist with narrowing down their options. Question 20
presented the most difficulties, with a large number choosing surveillants.
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Exercise 2 Questions 21-29

For this exercise, candidates were required to read a more extended text in the form of an email from Luc to
his friend Michel on the subject of a recent cinema trip. The text was mostly straightforward and the subject
matter was familiar. Most candidates were able to cope with the demands of the task. Although long answers
are not required, and often only a few words would answer the question, many candidates chose to copy a
couple of sentences from the text for each question. For this exercise, extraneous material and incorrect
tenses are usually ignored as long as they do not in some way invalidate the candidate’s correct response.

In Question 21, some candidates did not specify the cinema was a cété de la zone industrielle, thus
changing the meaning, although almost all were able to identify when the trip took place. Spelling of
fanatique caused a few difficulties, with some reading it as fantastique. For Question 26, some candidates
homed in on buying the sweets rather than realising that a place was needed. In Question 27(b), many
ignored nul and gave answers such as the film being long as the opinion on the film.

Section 3
Exercise 1 Questions 30-34

In Section 3, examiners are expecting a higher level of attention to detail and for candidates to be more
selective of the information they take from the texts when correcting the false statements. Candidates are
reminded that they should not merely write the opposite of the statement and need to look for the alternative
information.

Most candidates correctly identified Questions 32 and 33 as being false, but Question 34 was frequently
ticked as false in preference to Question 31. Candidates cannot be credited with a justification if they have
ticked VRAI for the statement, so there is no benefit in writing a justification for every response.

In terms of the justifications, for Question 30, most candidates who had ticked false selected the right
information, but their expression in French sometimes let them down, even though much could be lifted.
Candidates who left qui in their answer did not show enough comprehension to be rewarded. For
Question 32, some candidates wrote about where the card could be purchased. For Question 35, it was
usually copying from the text without thinking how to adapt it which led to the mark being lost.

Exercise 2 Questions 35-41

This final exercise was intended to be the most challenging part of the paper and at least some of the
questions require candidates to manipulate their selected information from the text. Where candidates lost
marks, it was often through writing too much and including information that did not answer the question.
Candidates are advised to look at the number of lines to indicate the expected length of answer. Answers in
the section are usually required to provide a grammatical response to the question.

Some candidates left answers blank in this segment, and only a minority scored full marks. There was again
some evidence of question words such as qu’est-ce qui not being known.

Questions 35, 37 and 41 proved the most accessible for candidates. Sonia or sa soeur w