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Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE/IGCSE (9-1) First
Language English 0500/0990, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle or low)
relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet, candidate responses have been chosen from March 2020 scripts to exemplify a range of answers.

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or
omitted. This is followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers, where relevant.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with some examiner commentary. These help
teachers assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in
some circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.

The questions and mark schemes used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These files are:

March 2020 Question Paper 22

March 2020 Paper 22 Mark Schemes

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support



http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Example Candidate Responses — Paper 2

How to use this booklet

This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- or low-level response for
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in
the right-hand column are the examiner comments.

Example Candidate Response — Question 1, high Examiner comments

0 Effective opening focused on
task and audience. Varied and
precisely used vocabulary and
sentence structures.

e The candidate focuses on the
specific audience and on one of
the most important ideas in the
texts.

i aehobly o Bk badti T R
‘T Examiner comments are
m Waﬂe )mj u’}wf -&WL %it& . alongside the answers. These
ﬁif{ - ------------------------------ explain where and why marks
Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions. ) were awarded. This helps you ||
These show you the types of answers for each level. to interpret the standard of
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in Cambridge exams so you can
the classroom to improve their skills. help your learners to refine

\their exam technique. J

How the candidate could have improved their answer

» For reading, the candidate recognised the purpose of Text B as being a marketing device. The candidate identified
how the success of new technology companies depended on some wasteful and potentially sinister ideas.
However, the response missed some opportunities to examine the implicit points made about the effects of the
Internet of Things specifically and how young people in particular are affected by it.

This section explains how the candidate could
have improved each answer. This helps you to
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

» For reading, the most common mistake was the lifting of points from both texts and providing only a general
discussion rather than an evaluation of the ideas. For example, technology in general, rather than the advances
made in the Internet of Things, was the focus of many responses. Another common error was candidates taking
the ideas in the texts at face value. For example, candidates did not take Text B as being part of a marketing
strategy which categorised consumers in an attempt to sell technology to them which was not needed and had
serious drawbacks. Where candidates saw each text as being separate and not linked in any way, this also led

e idea that people

Often candidates were not awarded res shown in Text Lists the common mistakes candidates made

marks because they misread or in answering each question. This will help your

misinterpreted the questions. learners to avoid these mistakes and give them
the best chance of achieving the available marks.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

Read Text A and Text B in the insert and then answer Section A, Question 1 on this question paper.
Section A: Directed Writing
Question 1

Write a magazine article for yourig people about how far they should keep up with the latest
technologies.

It your article you should:
-+ evaluate the views and attitudes people have fowards new technology
+  give your awn views, based on what you have read.

Base your article on what you have read in both texts, but be careful to use your own words.
Address both of the bullet points.

Begin your article with a suitable headline.
Write about 250 to 350 words.

Up to 15 marks are available for the content of your answer, and up to 25 marks for the
quality of your writing.

8 M%MMM TMAM'UW\MW% .........................

Effective opening focused on
2. Pebtutn, dees el mens.. o pening for

task and audience. Varied and
precisely used vocabulary and
sentence structures.

e The candidate focuses on the
specific audience and on one of
the most important ideas in the
texts.

WTM‘MC&:WWM‘{' ......... vig yow dofa beemsa hey.........
Dt mer Buunode. s Then, clonens s, Sadibidic: Tmmmm A

waf bl . i mm {m*i‘%h— %.

e This answer picks up on the
cynicism implied in both texts
about how technology companies
exploit their customers.
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

.......................................

Then, m ane WW e Ao as. 4 Maﬂ;}w
uumw"t ‘V\M& f Th:“f Me. G’{%M M t@'tﬁ%&dw .............................. o The candidate rewords and
* : WM& 1. ohasladely WM&.«%‘: .................................... develops some ideas in Text B.

The answer is less evaluative
------------ here, although the points are well

Mot e o 480490,y hong .2 ThoJouh, .. made and cogenty expressec.
0 Shert 0. 0 4:./%& AN \ﬂs«wg people. Yond Lol © The candidate returns to the

. I 449 M%Qﬂn ________ specific audience, although could

have done more with this idea
to show how susceptible young

WM O\ Spanrtinie. liaitin, Yk PRVP-SINC Y SPYR 72 N people are.
 Bellers the. PO T bt T th MW mem&g,t ovidinldyr.....

e The answer fades a little in
terms of effectiveness of style
and evaluation but focuses on the
specific audience and task.

Mark for reading = 12 out of 15
Mark for writing = 22 out of 25

Total mark awarded =
34 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved their answer

» For reading, the candidate recognised the purpose of Text B as being a marketing device. The candidate identified
how the success of new technology companies depended on some wasteful and potentially sinister ideas.
However, the response missed some opportunities to examine the implicit points made about the effects of the
Internet of Things specifically and how young people in particular are affected by it.

» For writing, the response was well argued and effectively organised with a clear sense of purpose and audience.
The first part of the answer clearly demonstrated the candidate had an understanding of what was being asked.
The ending needed a stronger finish in terms of style and evaluation.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

Read Text A and Text B.in the-insert and then answer Section A, Question 1 on this question paper.
Section A: Directed Writing
Question 1

Write a magazine artlcle for young people about how far they should keep up with the latest
technofogies.

in your article yoit should:
+ evaluate the views and atfitudes people have fowards new technalogy
*  -give your own views, based on what you have read.

Base your articlé on what you have read in both texts, but.be .careful fo use. your own words.
Address both of the bullet  points.

Begin your arficle with.a suitable headline.
Write about 250 to 350 words.

Up to 15 marks are available for the content of your answer, and up to 25 marks for the

quality of § your wntmg '\:e A \AJC)‘(_\

3 ..... c\..e..\c.s..c.e.a ...... wh'chwe ..... m\\....m.e..... ...i-echmlbgu
The  woocd s Changing. R0d...50. %\frb 10Y...

C{ﬁ\\;f&!5ohqn%m%,mhmhrm\?esusgdap“?ﬁ
e ‘H\@'.:’*Mﬂﬁ@ There  qre \rﬁriQ.Q.S.....?E.C?.p.‘!.g...........
who. ars. thanReolio ’rechnoioggj,__ﬁnsi._;......
SS0ME.A00.. ReP0. SR Cri}igisinj abeol.it. wlh... @ This is a reasonable

...CQ.‘.S.E&H ’rhe q’uegheﬂ . o (er we shoold introduction that sets out the
task. Clear style and register are

.................................... Used, although there iS some

awkwardness of expression.

o

(BR .l\t\\\) !{\0

Amproves e @{ftbcfenctj QF-FOF.. PAOCA LI unxj
5. hfjee'l?\e 50..called R '

hq;3 lgeer\ q‘ane(q’tma willions_ in_revenue. Qnd brmgng

e Frequent errors, although most
are minor.

'm:»x 5 ko e pk’ Borne.. Prople.. b,gla..!iyg...&m.

..................

.BoMe. people louu Q. new. prociuc!r noecder 1O

Iq’reer cmc} Qrecx‘f es’r ....'“ {'he Fech. Spom MQre QVRr

ur\g\.gr.ﬁ..ﬁgmi....i:hff C\to'(e X the. Innovoliens.. There are.
e Codw) or.serylce
PEQE O bU\d A D8P 3 g eThis is a straightforward
i PcO AR SQS 0. mers HONNALZ TP = . reproduction of points in Text B.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued

dospiit. ed..al\.od.his. . some People believe
hod #'-érh'ﬁo.lga% ?;ddpqﬁog%ﬁﬁﬁl&m%eﬂ .....
believe tha . the develogers.aren’t ..
sugh..otiention to orivecy ond S
5@%&%)@5’:@&%&&

T :.....5.8(:@.3&1%.,,..m.ao.sg., ...........

NOICHY,... 00RO iR 2

| ., i057%24...0f.... 801 9C.., IOLLQVEX.....
Ehey. slate. Sbe b thet. 4 DEW.TRShNCIAQY,. dismps
-Ehe. fradiriondl naethod Cf shopping . Moreove
there  are. some peog‘l\gvymhm_ do:not ned G
Jhe..producie. s b, ek they.. j0st. pPuthase..
X fo..hove. 0. leading. edge...of 088 ;094N g on ke

L QNOYRe...oredud.. 20tRrs.. dhe... 000 Rek .. Yoy LSS,

e O0iingl. One. AN TG ORI

R LT O]

odhveseeggeck 10 the. life of. propiel.om. ...
- Fae. SrTong opiolon. gk New. fedinology.
i5..equiced. in oo lige W nead

..... Qorselfs...a0d. aee. He. bright...side... of fslife.

R SHL dechnal oy will only . «mse make.
; Sificient i ... Oy, SESERRD. .

JLatest. rednnology..is..oniy. belpgol .t isot
anievsed g vs:. Hence I 15 geeat.i0.bey.

DS EEe 1ednneings,. 10,08 AL por.og. O
A..Ohacge.Qod.have. A easiec way.of Yide.

Examiner comments

o This is one of the evaluation
points shown in the mark scheme,
and shows some judgement of
the implicit ideas in the texts, but
needs to be explored more.

e The candidate uses a clear
style although there are a few
lifted phrases and some errors.

6 The candidate offers some
thoughtful judgement, using the
implicit idea in the texts that a
balance is needed between the
drive for technology and a more
cautious appreciation of it.
Mark for reading = 10 out of 15
Mark for writing = 12 out of 25

Total mark awarded =
22 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved their answer

For reading, there were some sensible references to the ideas in the texts. For example, the point that new
technology could make people lazy, as well as the considered discussion in the last few paragraphs, allowed for
a mark to be awarded in Level 5. If the candidate provided some explanation of which aspects of the Internet

of Things made people lazy, this would have provided sufficient detail for more marks to be awarded. A more
consistent analysis of the attitudes in the texts was needed, rather than mostly reproducing ideas with some

summarising at the end.

For writing, the meaning was clear, although the style was fairly simple and inconsistent. There were some
spelling errors, such as ‘ourselfs’, and also a limited adaptation of style for an article aimed at young people. A less
discursive, personal style with more sense of audience would have allowed for a higher mark to be awarded.

9
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Example Candidate Response — low

Read Text A and Text B in the insert and then answer Section A, Question 1 on this question paper.
Section A: Directed Writing
Question 1

Write a magazine article for young peqple about how far they should keep up with the latest
fechnologies. s A e 1s -

In your article you should:
*» evaluate the views and aftitudes people have towards new technology  «
+  give your own views, based-on what youhave read.

Base your article on what you have read in both texfs, but be careful 1o use yoﬁr own words.
Address both of the bullet points.

Begin your article with a suitable headline.
Write about 250 to 350 words.

Up to 15 marks are avaitable for the content of your answer, and up to 25 marks for the

quaiity of your writing.
Gowig. e e Tve. @....
Lﬁmr TECHMNOLOGIES

o B b% ........ w..&’d d., fwwg %,
I U 9“% ‘HM Lu}uch m&‘)ﬁﬁpbr%ﬁ C,(,cw

. .ongl hup:a .............................................
AW erert K0 m% TM 1o Hhs
lotest teenolos g ke bosl _ebfimated.

o, tsmi%n ofa o'oqﬁxd and._asen
,O'EA(JQnF\ﬂ‘J hotde holol E)é;oed‘q

Ao the  dnkenet. . :1 ...... d;m.!.’c ..... iijﬁ
k.. bmont L\Lm w So...casech. IR

. koﬁwe r‘)‘H/\um o & b& L@’t

Annreo An%& i ArAanmamL A

SV SWWP Donk..nead s
”H’W’ﬂs&tuﬁs —H'\'Q'U Hb&% u}/?u"\){' ‘{‘@ be

;‘Z"mm@ “ii e S

Lo wxauuta.n& .......... m uﬁm : *f'l’\;’imm .........

b [

Examiner comments

0 Imprecise use of language.

e This is the only real use made
of Text A.

e Some reproduction of points
from Text B are made, but
with limited comment on them.
The candidate makes some
basic errors in punctuation and
sentence construction.

o This is very close to the
wording and structure of the text,
and is a limited comment.
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Example Candidate Response - low, continued Examiner comments

Cﬂ\ﬂ/& ....... Land. "\le fonoq of ;\gng)[e ABO.
| W,u bugy stk _Mﬁ @/ o

(. e athot U "Pb\.ﬂ.{.{
h U%MQ' i “Mg e qa e This demonstrates a hint of a
quzL ..... not....uwlod te, ‘ﬁf\u)'L Na'sY AU EETY VoY "\RA-{M judgement.
deshnno) Mﬂ\ wisll pot. el . rr)

W a6 Kind r” ALOMP 7y Ujuﬁb‘f? .........
_udolk ﬁw Seme.ene. d&be wﬂ/\m

............................................ ,luwdw
;H/\.ﬂ@% udt..

DUCLES 202?/% NSOOIZ2EMAIN

----- 3%3*0&‘40&39& HoenKing....adooud....
R latest. .. . .. -

U&Q{j m;{)w;#,{ { i(?’ Y T OO Il N

-k M”W (0ol cshadt......
Wéj %Wﬁ {(Mrvﬁﬁﬂjyoa :j }\M

6 The candidate begins to make
some judgement and give an
opinion, but the style makes these
ideas unclear and some points are
misunderstood.

Mark for reading = 7 out of 15
Mark for writing = 10 out of 25

Total mark awarded =
17 out of 40

1"
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

For reading, most points were reproduced from Text B with some lifting of phrases from the reading material. Some
simple judgement was offered at the end, although some points were not clearly understood. The response was
relevant, but it was not an evaluation of the ideas in the text. More understanding of the arguments in the texts
were needed, for example, the risks to privacy posed by new technology.

For writing, there were some consistent basic errors, such as the misuse of capital letters and sentences were not
correctly demarcated. Where phrases were lifted from the texts, marks could not be awarded. More secure use of
punctuation was needed, as well as a more articulate style which was not dependent on the original texts.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

For reading, the most common mistake was the lifting of points from both texts and providing only a general
discussion rather than an evaluation of the ideas. For example, technology in general, rather than the advances
made in the Internet of Things, was the focus of many responses. Another common error was candidates taking
the ideas in the texts at face value. For example, candidates did not take Text B as being part of a marketing
strategy which categorised consumers in an attempt to sell technology to them which was not needed and had
serious drawbacks. Where candidates saw each text as being separate and not linked in any way, this also led
to some contradiction. For example, the idea that people were easily taken in by new technology in Text B was
contradicted by the slow uptake of figures shown in Text A.

For writing, the most common mistake was a lack of adaptation of style for the specific purpose and audience
given. Candidates who did not demonstrate an awareness of purpose and audience tended to write about ideas
from the texts using a simplistic style and lacked some persuasive and argumentative techniques vital to engaging
the reader.

Most responses were reasonably accurate but needed to have been proofread adequately to avoid the use of
incorrect homophones and incomplete sentence structures.

12
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Question 2

Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

Descriptive Writing

2 Write a description of a place you would like to go-back to.
"-\_ ﬂ e —— e ——

Please write your chosen question.number hers (2, 3,.4, 5): 2‘ ......

‘&mwb‘#m ............ et e s e

.............

..............................................................................

................

nﬂaun.q NAYYDY &mwww; smmﬁ’mmmq m Andds qotot - Thg

0 This is quite a polished
SKL‘A}W d" Plﬂ,bld. orwe' e Sm&%b%;&5rl:'ﬂlg{7. opening, effective and quite

mm; e soardpoactic Uqwt orowan. boavd wiali.. evocative. The last sentence is
~ incomplete but is written fluently
............................................... and with an appropriate style.

.............................................................

e This is a nicely focused
............ ] paragraph on the impact of the
My 8oud, . 9 ’ landscape on the narrator. There
T T S e are a few errors with expression
but secure style.

mmm%%&%w%a%wmm.m som

13
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued

MW«- vuww,

1o ﬁffrmm,

Examiner comments

e Most of this section builds a
picture of a beach landscape quite
effectively, although there are
errors with tense.

o A different focus for a new
paragraph. ‘Strong and moody’ for
quite mundane-sounding buildings
seems a little unclear.

e This section seems out of
place and incongruous (actually
the opening scene of a Dickens
novel). It strikes an odd tone
which is not evident earlier on.

14
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments
Bug o nmwsw ..... DWUIOA free a4 e Smoke
Aldn’t re made s prineace {-w e (OLowr fud

toticteuls amd o tibalis lwlvt.q secvu[, widle. the f‘oumst:s

..............

bursbed G e The sentence construction is
.... Edone, butesty OUL W‘*‘E‘ ‘ @ : ’ : less secure here.

oy me's nose:.} Eibbsh nmu,;\? "“@P‘?’o"‘.if"‘fg fme_fw!ote,

arpund - Time frze for. 2 {—uo Setonay , | Lowddn 'E hear
L HOr ove a MUL OWVIM'(A-;% WDFW/beA..

........................

e The style here is a bit insecure,
------- especially towards the end.

@ The candidate commendably
attempts an ambitious ending and
the piece, although inconsistent,
is often engaging and sometimes
effective.

ower aundl. qw eOnd m.l')t_ .pf oNdber Hvik Mat_ }ow,m, Mark for content and structure =

................................................ 11 out of 16
rest: The m’l“"ﬂ St ’“e”‘“k' frivesds Soony stouted Mark for style and accuracy =
Uupryivg_ e Whove ares, oUW Y oleicared D 13 out of 24

b tort AU e 18 wo ond ... O . Total mark awarded =
......................... qway ¥ e | o mAIK

How the candidate could have improved their answer

» For content and structure, there was some ambition and a clear attempt to create a consistent, convincing picture.
However, there were some sections where there was a shift in tone and the writing became disjointed. The different
parts of the scene were organised and paragraphed, although they were not always linked effectively. Some
choices of images and ideas were made consciously for effect and while some were effective, others were less so.
Therefore, the description was sometimes generic, lacking focus on closer details.

» For style and accuracy, apart from one paragraph which was inconsistent with the rest of the answer, the writing
was clear and varied with some precision. There was some inconsistency in sentence construction.

15
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Question 3

Example Candidate Response — high

Descriptive Writing

3  Describe the other contestants in a competition before, and after, the winner has won.

ﬂoxww 8. M\le 1 ..L . M@, my Aotk anded ...
Mﬂ Wy (P&L’szq, prbteds NQJW&M o Sdosn. Dunk,

.....................................................

Condeak, Ruled with, W&WMW&W disnbas
He, had eneh Tokon o 00 T slam, o Mwmmm .................

wmmeaimo}lm

IMMWMMMum%WWME T&
Mmﬂ}\t OM&AM AR

ok M ..@MM Wﬁmmﬂ, W“’“‘f Vi s, o
Shovpda, e dad Srown dank. bresmenonre, amell rase. He,

Examiner comments

a The candidate sets the scene
in a fairly straightforward way with
an accurate and controlled style.

e The description is mostly
factual but builds a detailed,
realistic image.

16
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Example Candidate Response - high, continued Examiner comments

TE rome.ae.a. dunpaist: oot Shal. Mo Acorching dtiin. hiad. ‘na{?s ..................
................... . Bl o MW%MQ&MMH@ W © Another pen portrit of a

contestant. Some closely
observed detail is provided,
although it lacks the emotional
impact to engage the reader. The
style is accurate and precise.

o Alittle more evocation of
atmosphere here, especially
towards the end of the paragraph.

e Some use of varied sentence
structures to create specific
effects is used. A cohesive,
realistic overall picture is created.
The candidate organises and
paragraphs securely

MW&\MW ........................ aﬁ"j ........................ A-Mmum ....... TR Mark for content and. structure =
. : 13 out of 16
MMWAAMW, out o

Mark for style and accuracy =
21 out of 24

Total mark awarded =
34 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved their answer

» For content and structure, the overall impression created was credible and detailed. However, overall it was
a rather objectively observed scene which did not quite sustain the reader’s engagement with the drama and
emotional intensity of the occasion. Some sections lacked the complexity and range of effects needed to be
awarded a mark in Level 6.

» For style and accuracy, the writing was almost error-free and was efficient, controlled and precise throughout. For
a mark higher up in Level 6, a more nuanced and subtle style was needed, with a more precise use of language to
evoke the occasion and engage the reader.

17
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Question 4

low

Example Candidate Response —

Narrative Writing

4  Write a story which involves some sort of delay.

N0 O e Haerd 3
namidl.... fakesh..... QGhangle...he.. LR, ...
92 Tl Maca..angl.. 4. u&eo(
N%' bendd: .o (o
huk WL l/v0~(>l

Hae & Hoot.... ) HSOH V..., /n «W 7y tk o) [Q ', -------------
sillae (Qmew?s Nm hecoube. Acg
kRS Qw‘i O

1

...............

o Ralsh.. WQWAQ Hms .. Aow( .........
I/\Og f»uo)—\fﬁ Nog I/LOM—LM acut... fudensls

-roacli lyek... and... & "foma&

‘“"CI

. ohout hPo Conafes.
Rokerh. ool 0. onbwsis. wbat b
m,cmi 4«9 bmom O hES.  otent m%_.vfﬂ\o

Examiner comments

0 Some attempt is made
to introduce and establish a
character, although perhaps a
little simple. The candidate makes
use of a clear style with some
basic errors, for example, capital
letters are missing and tenses are
insecure.

e The response develops
the backstory a little, in a
straightforward way. The meaning
is clear, but there are errors in
tense use and spelling.

18
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Example Candidate Response - low, continued Examiner comments
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organised accurately with a simple
progression of narrative.
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Example Candidate Response - low, continued Examiner comments
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e This is a rather abrupt ending
to address the task but without a
‘ real climax or denouement.
............................ wopht. lone . Such ool by . Werkiorcomentand sicire
out of 16
Mark for style and accuracy =
10 out of 24

Total mark awarded =
17 out of 40

How the candidate could have improved their answer

» For content and structure, the response began in an engaging way although this was limited towards the end.
Although the sequence of events was reasonably well outlined and organised, there was limited characterisation
beyond the first paragraph. The reader was given little insight into why and how the protagonist behaved. The
ending lacked impact and the story overall was incomplete and lacking cohesion. To be awarded a higher mark,
more attention should have been paid to revealing the characters’ inner lives as well as what happened to them.
The response fulfilled the criteria for Level 3 but did not meet those for Level 4 in terms of management of its
structure.

« For style and accuracy, the meaning was always clear, although errors were sometimes serious and the language
too simple for a mark to be awarded in Level 4. Errors in tenses, grammar and a limited range of vocabulary would
have needed to be addressed to be awarded a higher mark.
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Question 5

Example Candidate Response — high Examiner comments

Narrative Writing

5  Wirite a story set in two different times or places.
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Example Candidate Response — high, continued

Examiner comments
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e The candidate begins to lose
some accuracy and control in this
paragraph, for example, sentence
demarcation with commas where
full stops are needed as well as
fairly frequent spelling errors.

o This is a cohesive ending,
returning to the opening idea in a
carefully managed way.

Mark for content and structure =
14 out of 16

Mark for style and accuracy =
21 out of 24

Total mark awarded =
35 out of 40
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

For content and structure, the opening and ending of the narrative were effective and controlled, the
characterisation and setting were well described. The scale and backdrop of the story was a little over-ambitious
and difficult to manage, which made some sections less effective and credible. To be awarded a higher mark in
Level 6, more focus on the story of the individuals, rather than the context, might have engaged the reader more
consistently.

For style and accuracy, while there was a high level of accuracy and precision in most of the writing, there were
sections where the need to compress complex events perhaps lead to a less secure control of sentence structures
and more minor spelling errors. More consistency in these aspects was needed for a higher mark to be awarded in
Level 6.
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Example Candidate Response — middle Examiner comments

Narrative Writing

5 Wite a story set in two different times or places.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued

Examiner comments
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e A more secure paragraph here.

e The candidate consciously
attempts to create a sense of
urgency but it is not convincing.
Use of tenses is insecure.

e Some interesting imagery
is used. There are a range
of technical errors, including
incorrect use of homophones,
tense use and grammar.
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Example Candidate Response — middle, continued Examiner comments

Additional Page
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

» For content and structure, the narrative had some clear sections and began quite coherently, but overall could not
be described as ‘well managed’ to be awarded a mark at Level 5. There was some cohesion provided by the idea
of a promise made between old friends, and the story was relevant and addressed the task, although the clarity
and effectiveness of the storytelling was inconsistent. More control over this aspect was needed for a mark to be
awarded at Level 5.

» For style and accuracy, the range and nature of errors in the writing limited the mark that could be awarded,
for example, some awkward expression which occasionally obscured meaning. Tense use within and between
paragraphs needed more consistency and precision to meet the criteria for Level 4.
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Example Candidate Response — low

Narrative Writing

5 Write a story setin two different times or piaces.
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Examiner comments
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Example Candidate Response - low, continued
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Examiner comments

e A simple series of events with
limited use of narrative techniques
such as characterisation and
scene-setting.
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Example Candidate Response - low, continued

Examiner comments

we... Wk Hfle.. .. Curd.... Han. . to..
Ho... pase.... coMed. MHins. wEWaald.... Jo..... uldely
oM. ... twendiir . of Tre... compde) oo naade. o,
SMzu Do Thota THae Qift;lef\u M’ More fw

@’m@ ........ ot POnss......0uR... pg(o/guy ..... Laous..... b\-y ..............
We... Went . o Swicenlowd. . Aot

SO - E 4| P/ S

...............................................

We... tueal... foar....c20y.... o 2
ﬂtwfﬁééﬁﬁ e wewk . fo
which. ga....ab. e Yoghd of 11,000 B . T
hok.. el ve fodends. . DA fphote sheok
?[&ﬁ.ﬂ.& ........... A the... A _ gl Harie.
mischedd o oudo o hod ova Ak ot

ok elght e o cumuig.
We ... .Canse VE(MJ/L Jo Ol hm © . Ihey

e Limitations of style are evident
here. Frequent errors in syntax
and punctuation are evident
but it is mainly the simplicity of
language and vocabulary that
prevents this piece from being
awarded a higher mark.

o A series of events is reported
rather than a developed narrative.
There is some evidence of
organisation and paragraphing.
Mark for content and structure =
6 out of 16
Mark for style and accuracy =
10 out of 24

Total mark awarded =
16 out of 40
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How the candidate could have improved their answer

For Content and Structure, there was some generally accurate organisation, although there was more simple
reporting than storytelling. More attention needed to be paid to establish characters and plotlines which would have
engaged the reader. This would also have demonstrated greater understanding of how narrative writing worked.
While storylines did not need to be complex, this simple account made very limited use of narrative techniques.

For Style and Accuracy, the simplicity of the vocabulary and sentence structures, along with the limited awareness
of the genre’s requirements, clearly fit this response in Level 3. The meaning was always clear, but more varied
language and control of sentence structures was needed for a mark to be awarded at Level 4.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question

In Descriptive Writing, some candidates were overly reliant on narrative to structure their responses, which resulted
in pieces which had limited descriptive content. For example, the descriptions for Question 2 were sometimes
predictable pieces, often based on beach scenes or holiday resorts, which included generic details rather than
closely observed and focused content. Similarly, in Question 3, some generic ideas and images to describe
tension and nervousness were used rather than the more striking and original images which often have greater
impact. This tendency to rely on rather stereotypical ideas and images was one of the most common mistakes in
approaching descriptive writing.

In Narrative Writing, one common mistake was a lack of preparation, especially in establishing characterisation and
setting, for a narrative in which a sequence of events became the main content. The need to engage the reader
with credible characters and plotlines was sometimes neglected, resulting in some action-driven narratives which
were less effective overall.

Style and Accuracy marks were often more limited by simple expression and language than by errors. A wide-
ranging and ambitious style in terms of vocabulary and sentence structures, in which effects are created
consciously and deliberately, was often more successful even where minor errors were frequent.
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