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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/11
Listening

Key messages

This paper was found to be accessible to candidates, and the exercises worked well and discriminated
across the full range of ability. Except for the last exercise, questions were objective, requiring non-verbal
responses. The spoken Chinese in the examination gradually increased in terms of difficulty and length, and
questions moved from testing candidates’ ability to understand short factual information to, in the later
exercises, testing their ability to understand and identify opinions, explanations in narrated accounts, and
interviews. To do well in this examination, it is essential that candidates learn and are very familiar with the
Defined Content for the syllabus. It is also essential that candidates do plenty of listening comprehension
practice. To perform well in the last exercise that requires verbal responses, candidates also need to be able
to write down their answers in characters or pinyin. These answers can be very short but straight to the point.

General comments

The number of excellent performances this year shows that centres recognise the importance of listening
and responding skills, and that these skills are being well taught in many centres. In general, the topics and
themes of the exercises were well within the knowledge and life experience of candidates from around the
world.

The examination was a test of listening comprehension and visuals were used wherever possible.
Candidates from most centres had been well prepared for the examination and were usually well aware of
the requirements. It is helpful for candidates to acquire the habit of reading rubrics carefully and following the
instructions. During preparation, centres should ensure that candidates clearly understand the rubrics, as
such familiarity can only aid and reassure them in the examination.

It should be remembered that when responding to questions requiring only one choice as the answer, if a
candidate makes two choices whether in pencil or ink, the mark cannot be awarded. Answers which
candidates do not wish the Examiner to consider must be clearly crossed out.

Candidates should also be warned that they must tick the number of boxes stated in the rubric, such as in
Question 16. For Question 16, it is also advisable that when ticking their choices, candidates put their ticks
in the little boxes next to the letters rather than the pictures themselves.

For Questions 11 — 15 and Questions 17 — 21, candidates were required to write the correct letter in the
appropriate box. Candidates are advised to write their chosen letters in the boxes in clear handwriting.

For Exercise 2 in Section 3, Examiners do not expect complete sentences in response to these questions.
Candidates are allowed to write their answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, whichever enables
them to express what they want to say more clearly and correctly. A response written in Chinese characters
or pinyin that have minor inaccuracies can be accepted, provided that the response’s meaning remains
clearly correct according to the recording. It would also be beneficial to the candidates if they can keep their
answers clear and straight to the point. This can reduce the risk of adding extra material, which can
invalidate an otherwise correct response.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1 -5

Candidates generally did well on this exercise, which tested the comprehension of very short recordings of
one or two sentences. Most candidates scored 5 or 4 marks and performed excellently on Question 3.

In this exercise, more mistakes were seen with Question 1, Question 2 and Question 4 and quite often B
was selected incorrectly for those questions.

Exercise 2 Questions 6 — 10

This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did yesterday. Generally speaking
candidates performed very well on Question 6 and Question 10.

More mistakes were seen with Question 7, Question 8 and Question 9. They include selecting C or B for
Question 7, selecting A for Question 8 and selecting C or A for Question 9

Section 2
Exercise 1 Questions 11 - 15

This exercise tested the candidates’ comprehension of a short description from the speaker of her plan for
the next five days

Generally, candidates performed well in this exercise.

There were a variety of mistakes made as well. Question 12, Question 13 and Question 14 proved to be
more challenging. The more frequently seen mistakes include incorrectly selecting G or D for Question 12,
selecting C, E or D for Question 13 and C or G for Question 14.

Exercise 2 Questions 16

Candidates heard a conversation between Li Ming and a holiday village receptionist. Li Ming had just arrived
and he was trying to find out what the holiday village had to offer to its customers.

Candidates generally performed well on this exercise and many achieved 4 or 5 marks.

Most candidates correctly chose C and F. Among the mistakes made, G and | were often missed and E and
H were the incorrect choices that were often selected.

With this exercise, candidates are advised to make all 5 choices to their best understanding and not to tick
more than 5 boxes. It was very pleasing to see that this year all candidates carried out the exercise in
accordance with this principle.

Section 3

Exercise 1 Questions 17 — 21

This exercise featured five friends talking about what they might do to celebrate the New Year.

On the whole, candidates did very well with these questions.

Question 18 and Question 21 proved to be more challenging in this exercise. Some candidates selected C,
E or A instead of the correct choice G for Question 18; some candidates selected E, C or G instead of the

correct choice A for Question 21.

Other mistakes made in this exercise include selecting G instead of the correct answer F for Question 19.
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Exercise 2 Questions 22 - 25
In this exercise, candidates heard an interview with Anna, an exchange candidate from Europe.
As intended, this final exercise, targeted to test the top-level IGCSE listening skills, elicited the widest range
of performance. There were some very accessible questions, affording even the weakest candidates the
opportunity to score one or two marks, but there were also questions to challenge the most able candidates.

Question 22 required candidates to state what course Anna was studying in Shanghai.

This was a straightforward question. Most candidates responded to this question very well or gave answers
that were acceptable. Responses like ‘4 [E]“%’ or ‘zhong guo wan xue’ were not accepted.

Question 23 asked candidates to state where Anna had learnt Chinese.
Again was a straightforward question. Most candidates answered this question well or gave answers that
were acceptable. As required in the Question Paper, responses to Question 22 to Question 25 should be in

Chinese characters or pinyin. Responses in English ‘Malaysia’ were not accepted here.

Question 24 asked candidates to list the two things that Anna did in Shanghai besides taking lessons at
school.

Many candidates did really well producing excellent answers or responses that might have some minor
inaccuracies in character writing or pinyin spelling but adequately demonstrated sufficient understanding of
this part of the interview.

Unaccepted pinyin spellings include ‘wu shi’, ‘wo xu’ and ‘guan zhue’.

Question 25 asked candidates to state when Anna’s parents would come to China..

The key word here was “&7i’. Again, many candidates produced excellent answers or responses that might
have some minor inaccuracies in character writing or pinyin spelling but adequately demonstrated sufficient
understanding of this part of the interview.

Unacceptable responses to this question include ‘kun jie’ and ‘qu jie’.

On the whole, candidates faced up to the challenges in this last exercise with most candidates achieving 3 or
more marks.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/12
Listening

Key messages

This paper was found to be accessible to candidates, and the exercises worked well and discriminated
across the full range of ability. Except for the last exercise, questions were objective, requiring non-verbal
responses. The spoken Chinese in the examination gradually increased in terms of difficulty and length, and
questions moved from testing candidates’ ability to understand short factual information to, in the later
exercises, testing their ability to understand and identify opinions, explanations in narrated accounts, and
interviews. To do well in this examination, it is essential that candidates learn and be very familiar with the
Defined Content for the syllabus. It is also essential that candidates do plenty of listening comprehension
practice. To perform well in the last exercise that requires verbal responses, candidates also need to be able
to write down their answers in characters or pinyin. These answers can be very short but straight to the point.

General comments

The number of excellent performances this year shows that centres recognise the importance of listening
and responding skills, and that these skills are being well taught in many centres. In general, the topics and
themes of the exercises were well within the knowledge and life experience of candidates from around the
world.

The examination was a test of listening comprehension and visuals were used wherever possible.
Candidates from most centres had been well prepared for the examination and were usually well aware of
the requirements. It will be helpful if candidates get in the habit of reading rubrics carefully and following the
instructions. When preparing their candidates, centres should ensure that candidates clearly understand the
rubrics, as such familiarity can only aid and reassure them in the examination.

It is worth noting that when responding to questions requiring only one choice as the answer, if a candidate
makes 2 choices whether in pencil or ink, the mark cannot be awarded. Answers which candidates do not
wish the Examiner to consider must be clearly crossed out.

Candidates should also be warned that they must tick the number of boxes stated in the rubric, such as in
Question 16. For Question 16, it is also advisable that when ticking their choices, candidates put their ticks
in the little boxes next to the letters rather than the pictures themselves.

For Questions 11 — 15 and Questions 17 — 21, candidates were required to write the correct letter in the
appropriate box. Candidates are advised to write their chosen letters in the boxes in clear handwriting.

For Exercise 2 in Section 3, Examiners do not expect complete sentences in response to these questions.
Candidates are allowed to write their answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, whichever enables
them to express what they want to say more clearly and correctly. A response written in Chinese characters
or pinyin that have minor inaccuracies can be accepted, provided that the response’s meaning remains
clearly correct according to the recording. It would also be beneficial to the candidates if they can keep their
answers clear and straight to the point. This can reduce the risk of adding extra material, which can
invalidate an otherwise correct response.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1 Questions 1 -5

This exercise tested the comprehension of very short recordings of one or two sentences. Candidates
generally did well on this exercise, although some candidates seemed to be unfamiliar with some of the
tested vocabulary. Most candidates scored 5 or 4 marks and performed excellently on Question 1,
Question 3 and Question 5.

In this exercise, Question 4 proved to be the most challenging. Many candidates selected B or A instead of
C. Other mistakes include selecting C instead of B for Question 2.

Exercise 2 Questions 6 — 10

This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did yesterday. Generally speaking
candidates performed very well on Question 6, Question 9 and Question 10.

Common mistakes made include selecting B for Question 7 and Question 8.
Section 2
Exercise 1 Questions 11 — 15

This exercise tested the candidates’ comprehension of a short description of a candidates’ dormitory
explaining what is available on each floor.

In general candidates performed very well in this exercise. Question 13 and Question 14 proved to be more
challenging. Some candidates incorrectly chose G, E or B for Question 13 and D or F for Question 14.

Amongst other mistakes in this exercise, a few candidates selected B as their answer to Question 11.
Exercise 2 Questions 16

Candidates heard a conversation between Mali and her friend. Mali had just arrived in Sichuan and was
discussing with her friend the things she might do while in Sichuan.

Candidates generally performed well on this exercise and many achieved 4 or 5 marks.

Most candidates correctly chose G and I. Among the mistakes made, A and B were often missed and F and
H were often the incorrect choices selected.

With this exercise, candidates are advised to make all 5 choices to their best understanding and not to tick
more than 5 boxes. It is very pleasing to see that this year all candidates did the exercise in accordance with
this principle. There were a few cases where candidates selected fewer than 5 choices.

Section 3

Exercise 1 Questions 17 — 21

This exercise featured five friends talking about their plans for the coming weekend.

Candidates generally performed well on this exercise and many achieved 4 or 5 marks.

Question 18 and Question 20 proved to be the most challenging in this exercise. The most common
mistakes were selecting F or B for Question 18 and selecting B or G for Question 20.

Exercise 2 Questions 22 - 25
In this exercise, candidates heard an interview with Zhang Yue from the Sunflower Dance Team

As intended, this final exercise, targeted to test the top-level IGCSE listening skills, elicited the widest range
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of performance. There were some very accessible questions, affording even the weakest candidates the
opportunity to score one or two marks, but there were also questions to challenge the most able candidates.

Question 22 required candidates to state where in China the Sunflower Dance Team came from.

This is a straightforward question and the correct answer ‘Fi /|’ is in the core vocabulary list of the syllabus.
Most candidates responded to this question well or gave answers that were acceptable.

There were many cases where pinyin spellings were far off from the requirement, e.g. ‘han zu’ and ‘hen
zhong’ instead of ‘Hang Zhou’. There were also cases sometimes completely wrong characters were used
e.g. i instead of /I, and fii, 1T or It instead of 4. In such cases, marks were not awarded.

Question 23 asked candidates to list the two types of dance that the Sunflower Dance Team performed.
Most candidates answered this question well or gave answers that were acceptable.

There were cases where pinyin spellings were far off from the requirement, e.g. ‘ming zi wu’ or ‘nin zu wu’
instead of the required ‘min zu wu’, and ‘xie dan wu’ and ‘xian zai wu’ instead of the required ‘xian dai wu'’.

Sometimes completely wrong characters were used, e.g. ‘[ii5E or ‘B j5EE instead of the required ‘RS,
and'Ji4X’ or ‘TLAF instead of ‘BIAL'. In such cases, marks were not awarded.

Question 24 asked candidates to state who taught Zhang Yue dancing.

This was a straightforward question. The key word here was ‘£ i5 5i’. Most candidates responded to the
question well in Chinese characters or in pinyin showing that they understood this section of the recording.
Unaccepted responses to this question include ‘wu tao ren’ and ‘45 51’

Question 25 required candidates to state what else Zhang Yue planned to do in London besides dancing.
Many candidates did really well producing excellent answers or responses that might have some minor
inaccuracies in character writing or pinyin spelling but adequately demonstrated sufficient understanding of
this part of the interview.

Unacceptable responses to this question include 32 H.4°, X34 and ‘SEALYY .

On the whole, candidates faced up to the challenges in this last exercise with most candidates achieving 3 or
more marks.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/13
Listening

Key messages

This paper was found to be accessible to candidates, and the exercises worked well and discriminated
across the full range of ability. Except for the last exercise, questions were objective, requiring non-verbal
responses. The spoken Chinese in the examination gradually increased in terms of difficulty and length, and
questions moved from testing candidates’ ability to understand short factual information to, in the later
exercises, testing their ability to understand and identify opinions, explanations in narrated accounts, and
interviews. To do well in this examination, it is essential that candidates learn and be very familiar with the
Defined Content for the syllabus. It is also essential that candidates do plenty of listening comprehension
practice. To perform well in the last exercise that requires verbal responses, candidates also need to be able
to write down their answers in characters or pinyin. These answers can be very short but straight to the point.

General comments

The number of excellent performances this year shows that centres recognise the importance of listening
and responding skills, and that these skills are being well taught in many centres. In general, the topics and
themes of the exercises were well within the knowledge and life experience of candidates from around the
world.

The examination was a test of listening comprehension and visuals were used wherever possible.
Candidates from most centres had been well prepared for the examination and were usually well aware of
the requirements. It will be helpful if candidates get in the habit of reading rubrics carefully and following the
instructions. When preparing their candidates, centres should ensure that candidates clearly understand the
rubrics, as such familiarity can only aid and reassure them in the examination.

When responding to questions requiring only one choice as the answer, if a candidate makes two choices
whether in pencil or ink, the mark cannot be awarded. Answers which candidates do not wish the Examiner
to consider must be clearly crossed out.

Candidates should also be warned that they must tick the number of boxes stated in the rubric, such as in
Question 16. For Question 16, it is also advisable that when ticking their choices, candidates put their ticks
in the little boxes next to the letters rather than the pictures themselves.

For Questions 11 — 15 and Questions 17 — 21, candidates were required to write the correct letter in the
appropriate box. Candidates are advised to write their chosen letters in the boxes in clear handwriting.

For Exercise 2 in Section 3, Examiners do not expect complete sentences in response to these questions.
Candidates are allowed to write their answers in either Chinese characters or pinyin, whichever enables
them to express what they want to say more clearly and correctly. A response written in Chinese characters
or pinyin that have minor inaccuracies can be accepted, provided that the response’s meaning remains
clearly correct according to the recording. It would also be beneficial to the candidates if they can keep their
answers clear and straight to the point. This can reduce the risk of adding extra material, which can
invalidate an otherwise correct response.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1

Exercise 1 Questions 1 -5

Candidates generally did well on this exercise, which tested the comprehension of very short recordings of
one or two sentences. Most candidates scored 5 or 4 marks and performed excellently on Question 1,
Question 2 and Question 3.

Mistakes include selecting B for Question 4, and C for Question 5.

Exercise 2 Questions 6 — 10

This exercise featured a short conversation about what Wang Shan did yesterday. Candidates performed
very well on Question 8, Question 9 and Question 10.

Mistakes include selecting C or B for Question 6 and selecting C for Question 7.

Section 2

Exercise 1 Questions 11 — 15

This exercise tested the candidates’ comprehension of a short weather forecast.

Candidates generally performed very well in this exercise. No mistake was seen on Question 11. Some
candidates incorrectly chose F or B for Question 12, A for Question 13, B for Question 14 and F for
Question 15.

Exercise 2 Questions 16

Candidates heard a conversation between Dawei and a teacher. Dawei was at a summer camp in China
talking to a teacher there regarding what he might do at the summer camp. Candidates generally performed

very well on this exercise and many achieved 4 or 5 marks.

Most candidates correctly chose C, D and H. Among the mistakes made, F and/or A were missed and E
and/or G were the incorrect choices selected instead.

With this exercise, candidates are advised to make all 5 choices to their best understanding and not to tick
more than 5 boxes. It is very pleasing to see that this year all candidates did the exercise in accordance with
this principle.

Section 3

Exercise 1 Questions 17 — 21

This exercise featured five friends talking about what they enjoy doing

On the whole, candidates did very well with these questions. All candidates answered Question 17 and
correctly.

Mistakes include choosing G for Question 18, B or C for Question 20, and F for Question 21.
Exercise 2 Questions 22 — 25

In this exercise, candidates heard an interview with Zhang Yue, the winning long-distance runner in the
University candidates’ Sports Competition.

As intended, this final exercise, targeted to test the top-level IGCSE listening skills, elicited the widest range
of performance. There were some very accessible questions, affording even the weakest candidates the
opportunity to score one or two marks, but there were also questions to challenge the most able candidates.
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Question 22 required candidates to state the university that Zhang Yue was attending.

Most candidates responded to this question well or gave answers that were acceptable.

Unacceptable responses include pinyin spellings such as ‘ren nin’, ‘ren nian’ and ‘ren ying’ instead of the
correct spelling ‘ren min’, and ‘da xi’ instead of the correct ‘da xue’.

Question 23 asked candidates to state what course Zhang Yue was studying.
Again most candidates answered this question well or gave answers that were acceptable.
Responses such as ‘A cheng’ were not awarded any mark.

Question 24 asked candidates to list the other two things that Zhang Yue enjoyed doing besides running
and studying.

Most candidates did really well producing excellent answers or responses that might have some minor
inaccuracies in character writing or pinyin spelling but adequately demonstrated sufficient understanding of
this part of the interview.

Spelling ‘dian nao’ as ‘dian niao’ was the most common mistake made while answering this question.

Question 25 asked candidates to state what work Zhang Yue planned to do in the future.

Most candidates responded to this question well or gave answers that were acceptable. Rejected spellings
include ‘jian du shi’.

On the whole, candidates faced up to the challenges in this last exercise with most candidates achieving 3 or
more marks.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/21
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content

consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms

have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions

read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the content of the paper rather than making
assumptions or guesses

provide an answer for short-answer questions — brief answers with clear content are sufficient

e demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting cannot result in any mark

o attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

Many candidates appeared well prepared for the examination and demonstrated a high level of competency,
despite the interruptions all schools have had this year. It was very pleasing to see some excellent
responses to this paper.

Generally speaking, the difficulty of questions increases through the paper. However, the accuracy of
answers is largely related to whether candidates can comprehend the key words or not. For instance,
Questions 4, 11 and 16 appeared to be quite challenging. All the vocabulary in the prescribed minimum core
vocabulary list must therefore be studied thoroughly.

Looking forward, more attention is to be paid in learning the key question words, such as what, when, where,
how, how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate answers
correctly. Candidates should also be aware that marks will not be awarded when the characters they write
mean something totally different from the required answer.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1: Questions 1 -5

Candidates demonstrated confidence in this exercise and the questions were generally well answered.
Question 2 was the best answered question in the exercise, which proved candidates were more familiar
with time/numbers in Chinese. Questions 1, 3 and 5, were answered correctly by majority of the candidates.
Questions 4 was more challenging with some wrong answers, and even some of the stronger candidates
answered incorrectly. This is probably because the vocabulary for ‘7J' % toothache’ was less commonly seen.
Therefore, candidates would be benefit from being familiar with all the words and phrases in the prescribed
vocabulary list.
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Exercise 2: Questions 6 — 9

From the answers, it was obvious that the topic of hobbies and activities had been well studied as most
candidates answered Question 6, 7 and 9 accurately. This is strong evidence of excellent practice of the
required vocabulary. A number of candidates gave incorrect answers to Question 8, as ‘HEEk volleyball’
seemed unfamiliar to some of them. This may because other activities were more popular in the areas where
candidates reside.

Exercise 3: Questions 10 — 12

These multiple-choice questions require candidates to read the sentences in the box and choose the correct
answer according to the questions. In general, responses by candidates across the ability range were of a
good standard. The vast majority of candidates answered Question 10 and 12 accurately as, in general they
know the topic of weather and food well. Question 11 proved to be more challenging, it might because many
candidates did not associate the phrase ‘Bl xk play games’ to the playing card in option A and assumed it
was doing housework, consequently often chosing the incorrect answer D instead.

Section 2
Exercise 1: Questions 13 — 16

This exercise requires candidates to show comprehension of a short passage and choose the correct words
from a given table to complete sentences. Some distractors were included in the passage, hence careful
reading is required. A vast majority of the candidates responded very well to the questions and scored marks
in Question 13, 14 and 15. For Question 16, a fair number of candidates gave either ‘iz%Jj sports’ or ‘¥
hard’ as an answer, therefore, not gaining a mark.

Exercise 2: Questions 17 — 24

In this exercise, candidates were requested to read a passage of Chinese and to answer questions
regarding it. The questions were asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage.
The passage took the form of a letter from Xiao Zhang to his/her friend Xiao Wang about his/her trip to Hong
Shan.

A very brief answer was required, but provided that the correct answer appeared, additional material copied
from the text can be tolerated, unless contradictory or incomprehensible. The quality of written Chinese is
considered only for the purposes of communication.

The responses were of a good standard and candidates handled most questions well throughout this
exercise. A long lifting occurred in Question 17 as a few candidates copied the whole first sentence from the
passage. The extra information, ‘4 K74 Hlf5, 14 )51k sorry | only replied to you today’ made the answer
invalid. ‘4L 111[7]>k’ is also a common wrong answer as it reads as ‘Hong Shan came back’, which is not what
the question required. Candidates must read the passage carefully when answering questions to avoid
missing the key concept in the answers, for instance, in Question 20, quite a few candidates wrote ‘M - 7
sk, without %, however, ‘47t must’ is an essential part in the passage. Therefore, ‘WM _E Ry I
LL1>& must be brought from the bottom of the mountain to the top of the mountain’ is required to be awarded
the mark. The accuracy for Question 21 and 23 was the best in this exercise compared to other questions.
This demonstrated that candidates mastered numbers and times very well. The question where candidates
frequently encountered difficulty was Question 24. It asked what the tour guide thought of Hong Shan. Quite
a few candidates copied the sentence after the direct quotation mark in the passage, which is part of the tour
guide’s talk, ‘ZLILIZEANZE, EFIRPI4NE Hong Shan is beautiful or not, it would depend on your two legs’,
whilst the correct answer was in the second part of the speech. More thorough understanding would have
helped to tackle this question better.

Section 3
Exercise 1: Questions 25 — 28
In this exercise, candidates were set the task of reading an extended passage in Chinese and then

answering the multiple-choice questions. The questions were asked in the same order as the information
was presented in the passage. Question 26 and 27 were well answered and a majority of the candidates
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scored the marks. For Question 25, typical wrong answer is option A, it was probably because ‘& —# first
place’ appeared before “H I 4 has good outcome’, several candidates thought ‘£ —4 first place’ was the
correct answer as they ignored the negative wording ‘%% f’. Question 28 was the most challenging question
in this exercise as the majority of the candidates were confused by the synonyms ‘%  and &£’ which both
mean ‘countryside’. This shows the importance of candidates spending time in consolidating synonyms when
preparing for the examination.

Exercise 2: Questions 29 — 36

In this final exercise, candidates were asked to read an extended passage in Chinese, and to demonstrate
their understanding by answering short-answer questions referring to it, also in Chinese. The questions were
asked in the same order as the information was presented in the passage. A small number of candidates
decided not to attempt certain questions, in particular Questions 35 and 36. Candidates are advised to
make an attempt at answering these questions rather than omitting them entirely. As this is the final exercise,
both the passage and questions became more difficult.

Even though there were some excellent responses, such as Question 32, generally speaking, candidates
found this exercise very challenging.

For Question 29, most candidates were able to locate where the answer was in the passage, however, a
few candidates lost marks by lifting extra characters from the text, answers like, ‘-9 345 . (R IR A
%%1" caused confusion when putting the answers back in the question. A significant number of candidates
encountered difficulty with Question 30. This question asked why Bai Lan wanted to study marine biology,
the key concept is ‘% FRJE 48R interested in the sea’. There were quite a few candidates gave ‘AR
X as the answer. With the extra character ‘4] but’, it made the answer incomprehensible; also lifting such
as, ‘A MMEE X, Z0xHER 4k Bai Lan grew up in the mountain range, however, she is interested
in the sea’ did not present a genuine understanding. Similarly, quite a few candidates wrote ‘FTt L3535
7Ry it J: therefore, grandad often drives her to go to the seaside’ whilst the Question 31 asked how Bai Lan
went to the seaside and the correct answer ‘5555 /- =717 ith & granddad drove her’ was in the sentence, what
those candidates actually wrote was in the form of answering a ‘why’ question rather than ‘who’. More careful
lifting is required for Question 33 as candidates whose answers were not worthy of a mark often added extra
character(s) in their responses, which made their answers incomprehensible. For Question 34, quite a few
candidates got confused between ‘3 2 younger brother’, to ‘& Ji# volunteer’ as most candidates thought
the distractor ‘f; ify younger brother’ was the answer.

Candidates must remember to write characters correctly. There were a few occasions where the candidates
added or missed strokes to/from characters resulting in a different meaning. This subsequently affected the
comprehension.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/22
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content

consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms

have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions

read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than using
guesswork

provide an answer for short-answer questions, brief answers with clear content are sufficient

e demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting cannot be rewarded

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

On the whole, candidates appeared well prepared for the examination despite the interruptions all schools
had this year. There were many excellent responses to this paper and few candidates left questions
unanswered. Amongst the responses, some candidates chose to respond to the question in full sentences,
using their own words; others gave concise answers. All of these were pleasing to see in this year’'s
examination.

Looking forward, more attention should be paid in learning the key question words, such as what, when,
where, how, how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate
answers correctly. Furthermore, when candidates use short answers to answer Exercise 2,

Questions 17 — 24 and Question 29 — 35, it is essential the written phrases make sense and the lifted
section fits the purpose.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1: Questions 1 -5

The questions in this exercise were very well answered, especially Questions 1, 2 and 3. Questions 4 and
5 were answered less accurately. For Question 4, quite a few candidates did not seem to understand the
character ‘Jiil foot’, resulting in the wrong answer being chosen. The other three options were chosen so it
seems they guessed rather than mistaking the character for a different character. Question 5 was a little
challenging because the word ‘44 magazine’ did not seem to be understood by some candidates.

Exercise 2: Questions 6 - 9
All the questions were very well answered. Most candidates have excellent understanding of the vocabulary

required in the questions and were able to match the pictures to the key words correctly. Amongst them,
Question 7 and 9 were answered very well, as almost all candidates secured the marks.
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Exercise 3: Questions 10 — 12

All three questions were correctly answered by most of the candidates across all ability levels, Question 10
in particular. Question 11 was proven to be quite challenging, as more candidates did not understand the
verb ¥ stroll’ or the noun ‘47 street’. Consequently, they either did not understand the question and were
unable to provide the correct answer or vice versa. A very small number of candidates were unsure of the
meaning of ‘¥# i sweets’ for Question 12.

Section 2
Exercise 1: Questions 13 — 16

The performance in this exercise was the strongest compared to other questions in the paper. Nearly all
candidates gave correct answers to these questions, this demonstrated excellent understanding of the
passage and the related key vocabulary in this exercise, which was great to see.

Exercise 2: Questions 17 — 24

In this exercise candidates were required to read a passage in Chinese and to answer subsequent
questions.

The passage was a letter from Xiao Zhang to his friend Xiao Wang about his three-week trip to Beijing. Brief
nd accurate answers were sufficient, providing the answer was clear; additional material copied from the text
was acceptable, unless it was contradictory or made the answer incomprehensible.

Overall, the majority of candidates responded to the questions in this exercise very well, especially
Question 17, 20, 21 and 22. Question 19 and 23 showed inconsistencies in the answers given. Most
candidates attempted almost all questions, only a few left questions unanswered. In addition to this, it was
very pleasing to see that the vast majority of candidates made sure they used the correct pronouns in their
response, replacing first person ‘3 I with third person /N3 Xiao Zhang or 1t he’, when lifting the materials
from the passage.

Apart from the long lifting listed in the Mark Scheme, errors also occurred due to lack of genuine
understanding with lifted materials containing unrelated information. It seemed that a few careless mistakes
occurred as ‘X in Kz:[]] 1 for Question 18 was missing, with only “z:[]]" 3% or 4[]’ being written. A
very small number of candidates included the past time frame particle T in the answer ‘7 K% [7]] 3%, which
resulted in losing the mark. For Question 19, typical incorrect answers are, ‘PHJtZEX S . bt vaIbRX.
Similarly, in Question 23, candidates seemed to be able to locate where the answers were in the passage,
however, a lack of understanding of the preposition %/ [fii opposite’ within the context lead to wrong answers

like “JEITR 2F0STHIFR)— ZKAE . RIS — 5K, ABATT 25 K220 T .

In order to handle this exercise well, candidates need to be familiar with all the key question words as
mentioned in the general comments. They also need to read the passage carefully and locate the answers
precisely as additional information may cause ambiguity.

Section 3
Exercise 1: Questions 25 - 28

In this exercise, candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and then answered multiple choice
questions. Voluntary work was featured in the texts. All candidates, regardless of their ability level, attempted
all four questions.

Questions 25 and 27 were the best performed questions in this exercise. Question 26 and 28 were a little
challenging to some candidates. For Question 26, option B ‘I, >k 743l Malaysia’ appears after ‘£ # to
choose’ and ‘& J&# volunteer’, therefore, candidates mistook it as the correct answer. This suggests that the
candidates did not fully understand the passage as they did not manage to distinguish the distractor from the
correct answer option C ‘JEH| Africa’. In the passage, the wording in option B ‘A7 2I|1R £ % i & made lots of
good friends appeared after ‘£ k% very happy’, therefore, a few candidates chose it as the answer for
Question 28 despite the fact ‘¥’ to express negative was there.
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Exercise 2: Questions 29 — 35

In this final exercise, candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and demonstrated their
understanding by answering a number of short-answer questions in Chinese. The content of the passage
referred to how Mark changed his views about environment.

Lots of good answers were seen in this exercise though some candidates found this exercise more
challenging than others in the paper. A small number of candidates left some questions blank.

For Question 29, the majority of the candidates secured the mark, a few candidates gave answers such as

IR AU K G0 without the coverb ‘X, causing ambiguity. For Question 30, a common incorrect
answer was ‘J]—¥Xut T get rid of them after one use’. Quite a few candidates lost marks in Question 31
and 34 by liting excessively from the passage, e.g. wording such as “##1¢ 7R 2 4% or B L TN 2 was
unrelated to the answer, careful lifting of the details was required in this exercise. For Question 32, although
KW R4 was accepted, candidates were expected to present a good level of grammar accuracy
in their responses. Compared to the rest of the questions in this exercise, a very large number of candidates
managed to secure the mark for Question 33, which was very positive. Responses for Question 35 were
mixed. Whilst most candidates gave the correct answer ‘% t4 /¢ LE 3¢, a few candidates wrote answers like
SRR L BR T AR R H . 5K HiE3) ete., which appeared to be randomly lifted around the key
concept. Answers like ‘(0 flR%E . ‘fREELLFE partially answered the question, which makes it more
regrettable.

Candidates must remember to write the characters correctly, there were a few occasions where the
candidates added extra strokes or missed strokes to the character, resulting in a different meaning, affecting
the comprehension.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/23
Reading

Key messages

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

study and consolidate the entire vocabulary list for defined content

consolidate common key question words, time phrases, synonyms and antonyms

have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions

read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the texts in the paper rather than making
assumptions

provide an answer for short-answer questions — brief answers with clear content are sufficient

e demonstrate genuine understanding of a passage. Random lifting cannot result in any mark

o attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

The number of the candidates who took this paper was very small compared to previous years. The strong
performance this year shows that teachers have prepared their candidates well, despite the interruptions all
schools have had. It was noted that all the questions were attempted.

Generally speaking, the difficulty of questions increases through the paper. However, the accuracy of
answers is largely related to whether candidates can comprehend the key words or not. For instance,
Question 5 and 12 appeared to be more challenging. All the vocabulary in the prescribed minimum core
vocabulary list must therefore be studied thoroughly.

Looking forward, more attention is to be paid to learning the key question words, such as what, when, where,
how, how long and why, as these will help candidates to understand the questions and locate answers
correctly. Candidates should also be aware that marks will not be awarded when the characters they write
mean something totally different from the required answer.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Exercise 1: Questions 1 -5

The questions in this exercise were generally answered well, especially Question 2 which was answered
consistently, as almost all candidates scored the mark. Question 5 proved challenging for some candidates.
This was probably because candidates were less familiar with the characters of ‘41 cup’.

Exercise 2: Questions 6 — 9

The performance in this exercise was the best compared to other questions in the paper. Only a couple of
candidates found ‘il|Z}* brush teeth’ unfamiliar. All candidates gave correct answers to Questions 7, 8 and 9.
This demonstrated excellent understanding of the related key vocabulary to the pictures in this exercise,
which was great to see.
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Exercise 3: Questions 10 — 12

Candidate responses across all ability ranges were of an excellent standard in tackling this exercise. Every
one secured marks on Questions 10 and 11. Question 12 proved to be more challenging as some
candidates did not recognise the word ‘J#F 1 skateboard’ in the text and used their background knowledge to
choose the answer.

Section 2
Exercise 1: Questions 13 — 16

This exercise required candidates to read a short passage in Chinese and choose the correct phrases to
complete sentences. Candidate responses were generally good, particularly for Questions 13, 15 and 16,
which were answered accurately. A couple of candidates chose ‘A 31¥57F bus’ instead for Question 14.

Exercise 2: Questions 17 — 24

In this exercise candidates were required to read a passage in Chinese and to answer subsequent
questions. The passage was a letter from Xiao Liu to his friend Xiao Ma about his two-week trip to the United
States. Brief and accurate answers were required. However, provided that the answer was accurate,
additional material copied from the text was acceptable, unless it was contradictory or made the answer
incomprehensible.

Most candidates identified the key information as required by the questions, and performed very well in this
exercise. The quality of written Chinese was only considered for the purposes of communication.
Inaccuracies in Chinese characters were tolerated, provided that the message was clear and that the
answers given did not have a different meaning, which might cause confusion in comprehension of the
message. All the questions were attempted.

Overall, the majority of candidates responded to the questions in this exercise very well, especially
Questions 21, 23 and 24. Hardly any candidates made a mistake, which was great to see.

Questions 17, 18, 19, 20 and 22 were a little challenging for candidates as not everybody secured full
marks.

In Question 17 for instance, the key question words were ‘% K1} [i] how long’. The question asks how long
Xiao Liu went on holiday. A common incorrect answer was ‘5[5 5t 7 4~ A )" which reads as ‘United States
played two weeks’. Although the wording ‘P~ 1 two weeks’ which is the correct answer was included, it
provided a completely wrong answer without ‘7t at’ in the sentence. Candidates need to make sure the
meaning is clear when answering a question. For Question 18, a typical wrong answer is ‘74)5 (]I {’. By
missing the key character %I/, candidates lost one mark.

Section 3
Exercise 1: Questions 25 - 28

It was pleasing to see that all candidates, regardless of their ability level, attempted the four questions for the
exercise. Candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and answered multiple-choice questions. This
passage introduced two brothers, Zhang Hai and Zhang Yang. The performance for Questions 25, 26 and
28 was very good, and the performance for Question 27 was exceptional as all candidates scored the mark.
A number of candidates had difficulty with Question 26 as ‘T.#%)ili engineer’ appeared before ‘F}2% 5
scientist’ in the text in Zhang Hai's speech. Therefore, some candidates chose the incorrect answer A ‘T.7¢
Jifi engineer’ without noticing the subject ‘¥ I’ is before ‘Fl2% 5K scientist’. For Question 28, answers were a
little mixed. All three options appeared in the text, therefore, it required candidates’ ability of understanding
the whole sentence Zhang Yang said in order to find ‘% 8% \ help others’ as the correct answer.
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Exercise 2: Questions 29 — 34

In this final exercise, candidates read an extended passage in Chinese and demonstrated their
understanding by answering a number of short-answer questions in Chinese. The content of the passage
referred to a weekend Chinese school and a candidate Lin Mei.

As this is the final exercise, both the passage and questions became more difficult. There were some very
good responses and it was pleasing to see all the questions were attempted by the candidates, despite the
fact that a few candidates found this exercise challenging. Question 32 was the best answered in the
exercise but the performance was a little inconsistent in the rest of the questions. For instance, for
Question 29, excessive lifting impeded candidates in scoring because no mark was awarded for answers
like "N B, DY &g start lesson at 1 pm and finish school at 4 pm’. For Question 30, quite a few
candidates put “AN{E T HL not in the city centre’ or /£ K L { have lessons over the weekend’ as answers,
which was not what was required from the text. Similarly, for Question 31, those candidates who only
answered ‘=¥ [E B A like Chinese celebrity’ did not demonstrate their genuine understanding of the text
and, as a result, could not be awarded the mark. Question 33 seemed to be quite challenging. This was
possibly due to candidates missing out the key words ‘35 %X most favourite’ in their answers, and only
writing /1 [E B 2 5 [¥) written by a Chinese star’ which is not clear enough.

Candidates must remember to write the characters correctly. There were a few occasions where the
candidates added extra strokes or missed strokes to the character, resulting in a different meaning. This
subsequently affected the comprehension.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/03
Speaking

Key messages

e The June 2021 session was the last year of the current syllabus. From June 2022 the new style 0547/03
speaking paper will be used. Although the observations below refer to the current and last year of the
syllabus, there are still some areas to reflect on that will be useful when conducting future speaking
tests.

e Please read the Paper 3 (Speaking) Teachers’ Notes booklet that accompanies the candidate
cards each year to be fully aware of the requirements of the test. For further information, visit
the School Support Hub area of the Cambridge website
https://schoolsupporthub.cambridgeinternational.org/

e To score high marks, learners need to show consistent ability to use a variety of structures, opinions
and precise vocabulary, particularly in the Conversation sections. The teacher/Examiner needs to ask
open questions that give learners the opportunity to show this range of vocabulary and structures,
including past and future time frames.

e The Speaking test should be conducted entirely in Mandarin Chinese. There should be no use of
English in the test. Only Mandarin Chinese should be used in the transitions between sections of the
test.

General comments

Most centres administered and carried out the tests very well. In order to give learners the best possible
chance, teacher/Examiners should ensure they have read the Teachers’ Notes booklet carefully so that both
the tests and the relevant administration are carried out correctly. Please carefully read the Mark Schemes
on page 14 — 15 of the Teachers’ Notes so that candidates are accurately marked.

The Moderator’'s Report for the centre should also be consulted.

Clerical checks

In most centres, the addition and transfer of marks was accurate. In some centres, however, a number of
errors were found. It is essential that the addition of marks on the Working Mark Sheet as well as the
transcription of the total marks onto the computer mark sheet are checked to ensure learners receive the
correct marks. It is advisable for more than one person in the centre to check these numbers.

e Sample size

Many centres managed to select a good recorded sample which covered evenly the full spread of
performance in the centre.

It is helpful to the Moderator if asterisks (*) are put on the Working Mark Sheet to indicate the learners who
have been included in the recorded sample, particularly in centres with many learners.

Centres using more than one teacher/Examiner should include samples from each one in an appropriate
proportion. Each teacher/Examiner should complete and sign his/her own Working Mark Sheet.

e Recording quality and presentation of the sample

They should always be saved onto a CD or USB as an .mp3 file. Please do not put sticky labels on the CD
as these can easily become detached and make the CD unplayable.
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Speaking tests should be conducted in a quiet place, away from any noise causing disruption. In a small
number of cases, learners and/or the teacher/Examiner were not always clearly heard. If an external
microphone has been used for recording, please make sure that it is nearer to the learner than to the
teacher/Examiner. The recording should be checked at intervals by the teacher/Examiner to ensure that it is
clear and there are no extraneous noises. Please ensure you have checked that all the recordings are
present and can be played before you send the recording to Cambridge.

The recording should not be stopped during the three parts of each candidate’s speaking exam. The learners
should be introduced by name and learner number by the teacher/Examiner, not by the learners
themselves.

The tracks on CDs should be labelled using the convention specified in the Teachers’ Notes: centre
number_learner number_examination number_component number, e.g. PQ123_0001_0547_03. Labelling
them as ‘Track 1’, ‘Track 2’ etc. is not helpful when finding individual learners. A card stating which learners
appear on each CD must be enclosed, not glued or stapled, with each CD.

° Internal Moderation in centres

In most cases, centres had adopted a thoroughly professional approach to Internal Moderation and had
carefully documented their procedures for achieving consistency. It was clear that in many centres great
efforts had been made to cross-check the standard applied by different teacher/Examiners and to ensure
that marks awarded followed a single rank order before they were submitted to Cambridge.

In a small number of cases centres provided insufficient evidence of the Internal Moderation procedures
followed, merely writing different marks next to the original marks on the Working Mark Sheet. Some
justification of why the adjustment was made must be included in the documentation.

Details of the centre’s Internal Moderation procedures must also be sent to Cambridge, as specified on the
‘Cover sheet for moderation sample’.

The coordinating teacher/Examiner is responsible for checking that the mark scheme has been applied
consistently by all of the teacher/Examiners in the centre. If a particular teacher/Examiner’s marking is
judged by his/her colleagues to be out of line with the other marking at the centre, all the marks for learners
examined by that teacher/Examiner must be checked and adjusted accordingly before paperwork is
submitted to Cambridge.

° Transitions between sections of the test

It is very important to indicate the transition between the different parts of the test. In some cases
there was no transition indicated between the Topic Conversation and the General Conversation. At times it
was difficult to ascertain whether the teacher/Examiner had simply forgotten to conduct the General
conversation, thus affecting the learner’s overall mark. There is no need for any use of English during the
tests: each new section can be introduced in Chinese, for instance by using sentences such as HlL/E3E4 T/ 5

X8 A/BAERENSS 853 /BIAEHEAT H B 1% T and so on.
e  Working Mark Sheets
This year some incomplete Working Mark Sheets were submitted. These should be filled in with learners’ full

names, correct candidate numbers, the numbers of their Role Play cards, and signed and dated by the
teacher/Examiner.

It is helpful to the Moderator if asterisks (*) are put against the names of the learners who are
included in the recorded sample, particularly in centres with many learners.

e Dispatch of the sample

Please ensure that the CDs are well packaged. CDs are particularly vulnerable to damage in transit, and
need to be carefully packed in strong containers, ideally in a plastic case inside a padded envelope. A few
centres sent their CDs in flimsy plastic or paper pockets. Avoid using staples to attach the centre label to
the soft plastic cover of the CD, as it can damage the surface of the CD and hence the recording.
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Comments on specific sections

1.  Role Plays

Overall, the Role Plays were conducted very well. Teacher/Examiners are reminded of the need for careful
preparation before the test. Please read the role play questions exactly as they are. Marks can only be
awarded for completing the tasks as presented on the Role Play cards. Centres are reminded that for some
tasks a short response may be sufficient to attract a mark of three.

Please record the number of the card given to each learner in the space provided on the Working Mark
Sheet.

The situations at the start of each role-play should be read aloud in Chinese by the teacher/Examiner
before commencing the test. This is reassuring for the learner, and establishes that he/she is playing a role,
not merely answering for him- or herself. The introduction should not be read in English.

Learners should avoid answers in the Role Plays which are formulaic or neutral, such as X} T ‘yes’ or A4l
‘I do not know’, as they give no indication that the learner has understood the question.

The question words which caused difficulty in the Role Plays in the June 2021 session were & K? how
old?, and ZKITR]? how long?

Specific feedback on each question:

A Role Plays

e  You are planning to go to a park in Beijing with a friend

Weaker learners found it difficult to answer the following: 23 [dtif§ / Hrili] AFEZEZ KWW 2 How long will it
take us to get to (Beihai/Zhongshan) park?

e  You are talking to your friend about your pet.

The question &% K ? caused some confusion as some learners answered with reference to size rather than
age.

e  You are a traveller at a railway station. A ticket-seller is asking you questions.

Weaker learners found it difficult to answer the following: &)L A JL*5 2% (place)? What date are you going to
(place)? and 1/¥T 575 (place) ##kkil / ik % KI5t A ? How long are you planning to stay at (place)? Some
candidates were also unclear about the vocabulary # it / it soft/hard sleeper.

B Role plays

o  You have just arrived at an airport in Guangzhou. You run into a friend. He/she is asking you
questions.

Weaker learners found it difficult to answer the following: /x4 43) MM IIHLI%E 4K What do you think of
Guangzhou airport? and &) M, RESHMELEH 7?2 What places do you want to visit in Guangzhou?
Some candidates were also unclear about the vocabulary £ souvenir.

e  You are talking to your friend about your experience of learning Chinese.

Weaker learners found it difficult to answer the following question: R4 5 E fc KK R ME LA 4?7 What is

the hardest part of learning Chinese?

e You have just arrived at a new school. Your PE teacher is asking you questions. \Weaker learners
found it difficult to answer the following: /RELEI S NS MLEAK G 155)?  In the past, what PE activities
have you taken part in?
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2. Topic Presentation and Topic Conversation

The standard of work in this section covered the full range of performance.

Topics chosen

Many learners chose, My Hobbies, My Pet, My Family, School Life or My Holiday.

More unusual topics included: Street fashion, Brazil, My favourite singer, Chinese Festivals.

Timing Please note that the Topic Presentation and Topic Conversation should last a total of about five
minutes. In some centres much less time than this was allowed, and their learners were thereby

disadvantaged.

Topic Conversation

In some centres it was evident that the opening sections of the Topic Presentation had been memorised: this
type of rote learning misses the point of the Speaking Test, and will not allow learners to show the full range
of their ability in Chinese. Learners should be encouraged to speak spontaneously, and not to memorise
speeches.

The teacher/Examiner should listen carefully to the learners’ presentations, and then lead them skilfully
through the Topic Conversation by asking appropriate questions, allowing them both to develop their topic,
offer opinions and to demonstrate their language skills. In the Topic Conversation, the teacher/Examiner
should not ask questions, which require candidates to merely, repeat information from the Topic
Presentation. Learners must be given the opportunity to answer unexpected questions to score high marks.

Most centres handled the transition from the Topic Conversation to the General Conversation well, but some
centres did not make clear the ending of the Topic Conversation and the start of the General Conversation.
This can be done by saying ‘BL7EHEA S = #5455

Time-frames: The teacher/Examiner must include questions both about the past (e.g. When did you begin
to...?) and about the future (e.g. When do you plan to....?).

Learners who do not produce both past and future time-frames could not be awarded more than 6
marks out of 15 for Language Scale (b). See pages 9, 10 and 15 of the Teachers’ Notes.

In answer to a question such as How long (a time) did you do (an action)? saying a length of time such as —
4 is not by itself sufficient to show that a learner can convey a past time-frame meaning. In such a case, a
verb is also required, for example F2% 7 =47 .

Teacher/Examiners should ask more questions, until learners have showed they can convey meaning using
both past and future time frames successfully.

3. General Conversation

Timing: Please note that the General Conversation should last about five minutes: in some centres
much less time than this was allowed, and their learners were disadvantaged. In most cases, however, it was
carried out well.

The General Conversation should be based on the individual learners’ responses and so should not be over-
rehearsed or prepared beforehand. Please note that two or three of the Defined Content topics should be
covered during the General Conversation. It is better to ask questions in depth on a few topics rather than a
large number of unrelated questions.

Time-frames: The teacher/Examiner must include questions both about the past (e.g. When did you begin
fo...?) and about the future (e.g. When do you plan to....?).

Learners who do not produce both past and future time-frames could not be awarded more than 6
marks out of 15 for Language Scale(b). See pages 9, 10 and 15 of the Teachers’ Notes booklet.
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/41
Writing

Key messages

e |tis essential that candidates learn and are very familiar with the Defined Content for the syllabus which
enable candidates to understand the scenarios.

e  Familiarise with question words, e.g. 1+ 4 what, "f Z/JL where, J/L/ % ¥ how many, 771+ 4 why, & 4

(#) how, "4~ which, i who, 1+ 4 i-% when, JU & what time, % K& 18] how long.

e  Familiarise with the words which have appeared in examinations several times e.g. &A%, A, Ao,
Ro o —AL, WA, W&, miE, T4, . o 89EIE, % someone.

e Elaborate with simple sentence structures to achieve the maximum 10 marks for communication for
Question 2.

e Avoid using pingyin and English in Question 1 + 2

General comments

Over half of the candidates understood the question type well and produced enough details and additional
information for Question 2 and 3. Some candidates used more complex structures and more difficult
characters which reflected their true linguistic ability. It was pleasing to see that the topics were accessible to
the big part of candidates and there were a number of excellent performances from centres especially for
Question 1 + 2.

It was pleasant to see a large number of candidates who were true learners and provided a detailed and
expanded essay with plenty of extra information. Some candidates made mistakes in the grammar or
vocabulary used, however, it was impressive that they attempted to tell interesting stories and justified their
opinions with most easy characters written correctly.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing examination, Chinese
characters should be used as standard, and both English and pinyin should be avoided. Fortunately, there
were significantly less candidates memorising a big chunk of a general passage, e.g. about oneself or family,
hobbies, etc. this year. Candidates should read the scenario and questions carefully, especially the tenses
and key words which were all in the defined content booklet.

Candidates should circle which topic they attempted to write in Section 2 Question 3 since there were 3
choices. Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing sentences
that directly targeted the bullet points and expanded appropriately without the pre-existing information would
have been the most efficient way to gain high marks.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

Candidates were asked to list five things they might need for a Chinese New Year celebration. Most
candidates were able to list food, drinks in general, such as & . K %. &K, K. ®i. A etc, easy and
simple characters. Some candidates listed furniture, utensils and more Chinese New Year related words,
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suchas #i. #F. &F. HF. £2F. 2Hh. £F. BF. at. EFR. T, ITE. LR A, BX.
AT FEA. R, #H etc. This showed that candidates have been taught well on topics and exam
techniques. Easy and simple characters are rewarded the same marks as the complicated ones.

However, a small amount of the candidates answered in pinyin, which could not be awarded any marks.
Other impressive answers included i& 2 89 RIR. 44, 3%, KA. Sadly, people e.g. E#&. &4, MA
appeared in answers again this year, which could not be awarded marks since they are not things. The
answer of music was tolerated this year.

If there were missing radicals or wrong radicals which created a new character with a different meaning, the
mark could not be awarded. Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters with correct
radicals or correct suffix, e.g. £ (1§) F. BH. MA. && (#) . F (F) X, ma (&) . X+ GH) .
A G L A (A) L AR (R) . & (F) #etc.

Question 2

This question requires candidates to write about their school. The overall performance in this question was
good since the topic was very accessible and question words were easy to understand and there was plenty
of scope to extend the answers. With guided questions, even weaker candidates could also produce some
simple answers such as for task 2, simply replace the question word JU to a number: # 5541z % 7. Kisa
well-known word for candidates so a majority of candidates could write their own country in characters
correctly for task 1. There were some excellent responses with complex structures in this section for task 3
and 4, such as R FRX KX EW, REZHRKSEE, REETRNALEED L, B9 EEHT S EH
894 & B M oridioms NEHE. FEWHFER, BELE. IR, £ X KM etc. However, simple
structures and basic vocabulary are enough to score full marks in this section.

Some candidates did a good job expanding answers. For example, for task 1, some wrote #8954 £ & 45 4k
, FRAAK, B¥ArL$ 4 % toadd more details.

Task 5 should be answered in a future time frame which is similar in the past year, therefore, candidates
tackled well for this question.

Candidates should be aware this is a writing exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as possible
and both English and pinyin should be avoided, especially for the key words. Pinyin and English words would
not count towards the communication mark e.g. ‘# &k # kan shu, da wanggiu he da langiu’ could not be
awarded marks for task 4.

Accuracy of language was generally good, simple and straight to the point answers were largely seen.
Candidates should, however, be reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid anglicised structures.
There were some common grammatical errors appearing in responses and candidates could improve their
performance by placing emphasis on the following:

e Character mistakes: e.g. ¥t (3t) . /7 (Ju) 4. #X (X)) . & (&X) &, #4 GB) . #& G
w (GR) .

e  Misuse of ‘2’ with adjective: e.g. 1 B £ 4F; &KA9E TR A IFA=5.

e  Missing measure word: e.g. AR LA, H_tOF 54,

e Wrong words order: e.g. & 45 & B 548 ; #L3E &K FR.

e Misuse of verbs: e.g. & &R A .

Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one of the three options to write about. With five guided bullet points in
Question 3, candidates could opt for the one they felt most confident about. About similar numbers of the
candidates opted for Question 3 (a), (b) and (c).

It was pleasing to see the improvement of understanding the rubrics this year and using varied timeframes.
Most candidates covered all the bullet points but % K i 19] still seems a difficulty point for some candidates in
Question 3 (b) task 2, ¥ 444% may also cause problems for some candidates to comprehend the scenario in
Question 3 (a).
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A few candidates copied all the task questions without answering them or simply took out the questions
words and inserted with f&4F for 4R & AF1E4 18 & 24 ; RS KeFR] for 0T % Kefla4fdk; R4 T —2£%F for
&k KA TH24%. Itshould not be encouraged in the teaching practice and candidates should be
encouraged to write more relevant information in greater detail for the tasks.

(a) For 3(a), the task was to write a letter to their grandma about a museum visited recently. It seems
strong candidates chose this task and covered all the bullet points very well. The word 1#4%4€ in
the scenario maybe cause problem for weaker candidates so centre should advise candidates to
get familiarised with the words on the Defined content for the syllabus. The questions words in the
tasks were commonly used in the past paper and the candidates were well trained to deal with
‘who’, ‘how’, ‘what’, ‘why’ and ‘how about’ etc.

Task 1 was well attempted, with most popular choice of family members and friends which were
easy to write. A few candidates even included very trendy language e.g. & & ) in their work to
make their work more colourful.

Task 2 was easy for most of the candidates, but some weaker ones missed # in front of means of
transports.

Unsurprisingly, candidates were well trained in expressing opinions, e.g. task 3 ‘what did you think
of the museum’. Apart from the common words such as nice, interesting, etc. basic adjectives,
other adjectives to describe the museum e.g. X&F L& If, + oA 4FE., EERAFX., ITELER. £
W E WKAFR. LK% S were really impressive.

The character for advantages appeared in the past paper for many times, so candidates performed
well for task 4. Idioms such as 7 IRSL, F'F L4 etc. were seen in their work.

A majority of the candidates were able to answer task 5 without any difficulties and used the future
timeframe well. However, a few weak candidates, 47 5 1+ 4 i 4% still caused confusing and they
knew to use a time phrase to replace the question words 11+ 4, but their manipulation of language
e.g. R8A X H o4& B A1 4%1% could be improved.

The following tips can help candidates to achieve better results.

e  Think about what they are able to write in Chinese rather than what they want or wish to write.
e Remember some sentence structures and use them in their writing.

e Try to use the sentences in the question, but do not copy word for word.

Characters and Grammar

Candidates showed a good knowledge of Chinese grammar. Some impressive examples are below:
U AFEALEIT, KMBEFTRENEAF, ROH—NFDE

o EINMNEMERAAZTL, F—RIBAEMRT

o BAXMEHRFIMNL, THILER, THIFKGT IR

o EMTAMLE, WA MG XA F e R

However, the most frequent errors were:

e  Character mistakes: suchas i (#1) % (X) . A (FA) %, & (A) &, L& (k) . K& () |
2 () B

e  Mistake of using ‘2": e.g. 14418 & 4F

e  Mistake of expressing when f+ 2 i+4%: e.g. &A1 &0 4% B 184048

e  Missing verb: e.g. &AM =A% 918 404E

e Wrong word order: e.g. vAJG 14048 KL E R

e  Anglicisation: e.g. &4 /& % 5t )L

(b) In 3(b), the tasks were to write an article about the candidates’ views on homework. The evidence
showed the candidates who opted to do this question were very familiar with this topic area and
both strong and weak candidates chose this option. All bullet points were easy to follow and guided
the candidates to write their answers and opinion fully.
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Task 1 and 3 were well tackled since candidates only need to replace the question word in the task
with the characters they wanted to write and no need to manipulate the sentence structures.

Although % K i i) was appeared in the past paper several times, weaker candidates still seemed
struggling to write correct answer for task 2. Some of them just took % out and inserted a number
so the sentence structure was not correct. Centres are advised to train their candidates for this kind
of challenge questions more thoroughly with detailed time expression e.g. =/~ B, @+ 5-4f etc.

Task 4 was ‘what the benefits are of doing homework online’ and most of the candidates did very
well with justifications, e.g. L R4k b X 74,V 4+4k etc. There were some idioms to make
the work very pleasant to read, e.g. & & LR T =AN ) B a94F 1k etc.

Task 5 was also an opinion question ‘whether you think (candidates) should do homework at
weekends and why’. Most candidates were able to justify their reasons e.g. & K & 4 &A1 4042 K
gyutia) . & 3] HhiRsT RAVA4F4. More advanced answers such as # /% 52 1k were impressive.

Characters and Grammar

Candidates showed a good knowledge of easy characters and basic grammar structures. There were some
excellent responses with complex structures in this section, such as

o  BARXAZIFHIE, BALAELRME, KT AKE KR T BT

o FARBAELAEAF AR AR EHIR, ETHRLT ARG KF

o FRAFIGLEPREEMNEL, BAKRTFERKZKA TR, RARKGNA—AE LR

o FARGYIIEZREAMCIRREA—LABIRBME T, bR 69 & 4T R H SR AT R

o LRBAELAIFRIRS, AT VARG b d04E Ak, AL A AL U R B fe il AF W 69 T L

The most frequent mistakes were:

e  Character mistakes: e.g. 2% (3%z) . X (&) F. & ()

e Use i£ % instead of 3% in a statement sentence: e.g. T VAR JE PLIRE & 47 5 3R
Use of M and M L:e.g. B X & & LR

e Wrong collocation of verb and noun: e.g. & #=iRA42 4y K-F

Anglicisation: e.g. iX Z &k H 1%

Including questions words in the answer: e.g. 1k % K i} 4]

Mistake of expressing length of time: e.g. =K &la], =#f1a]

e Missing word and use of #. 1F: e.g. HFA®

(c) This year, option (c) was as popular topic as (a) and (b). The setting was writing a story when
somebody took a photo of you while you were travelling abroad last year. Task 1 was very
familiarised to candidates so most of them could produce an answer. The most common stories
were talking about friends or family members took photos of them in task 3. Task 4 and 5 were the
same as previous years so most of the candidates could write some describing words and finish
the story successfully.

It was pleasing to see a coherent story line in this narrative writing, but a handful candidates could
not elaborate due to limited vocabulary and sentence structures and used some Pinyin in their
story.

Characters and Grammar

Some good examples with good idioms, details and structures were:
o WARSZFAAAINKRT, HAKRKMFRST, W2ZHT, AAAREH—KBA KK DFEL—1L
o HBAKMAMAFINRENA, ML TRIiEfb A+ 2 B HNMBA . KOG AH L Z LR ER

The most frequent mistakes were:

e  Character mistakes: e.g. #&1g (&) . # () A, R (R) 4. & (R) #F. £BA (AN) . &
(8) A (K) . 3E (dv) jing

e Misusing of ‘&’ with adjective: ¥ B & kX ; #RZRIFK; HAFH

e Anglicisation: e.g. A FXEA, XPEAZAL

e Wrong word order: e.g. X &K T B £+ L
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/42
Writing

Key messages

e Avoid using pinyin or English for Question 1.

e  Build on simple sentence structures to achieve the maximum 10 marks for Communication for
Question 2.

e Avoid usage of Pinyin for Question 2 which causes losing communication marks. Use synonyms to
replace any characters candidates do not know.

e Read the scenario carefully for Question 3 and answer all the questions and pay attention to different
time frames.

e For Question 3, candidates must clearly state the option they have chosen- a, b or ¢ on their answer.

General comments

The overall quality of response was very good in this last year of the current 0547 syllabus. Most candidates
demonstrated a higher proficiency in Mandarin Chinese in terms of Communication, Accuracy of Characters,
and Grammar and Structures. It was pleasing to see that the messages in last year's Examiner report were
very well received and the centres followed the suggestions, which led to a good and consistent performance
across all questions, especially the use of Pinyin and English, which significantly improved. Many candidates
not only fully understood the requirements of the questions, but also gave additional information through
using complex connectives, difficult and unusual characters for Question 2 and Question 3. These
candidates, who used such complex structures with difficult or unusual characters, even idioms,
demonstrated a linguistic ability that was even higher than the level that this IGCSE required. It was pleasing
to see that the paper was accessible to the majority of candidates and that there were a number of excellent
performances from centres in the South East Asian regions.

Centres should be aware that answers must be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Memorising a big chunk of a general passage e.g.
about oneself or family, trips, daily routine etc. was much less evident than it had been previously.
Candidates are reminded to read the scenario and questions carefully, especially the timeframes and key
words which were all in the defined content booklet. Since this is a writing examination, Chinese characters
should be used as often as possible and both English and pinyin should be avoided.

Candidates are not penalised for writing too much. Whilst there was no need for candidates to count the
number of characters written (after they have achieved the minimum required characters), they are reminded
that a composition requires a certain number of words to address all the bullet points in the question, and
variety in vocabulary and sentence structures is rewarded. Therefore, a long but less varied essay will not be
awarded as many marks as a shorter, more succinct one with greater variety and interest. Candidates are
reminded, however, that if they write significantly fewer than 150 characters for Question 3, they will not
produce enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks. However, in

Question 2, candidates should understand the importance of elaboration with simple sentence structures to
achieve the maximum 10 marks for Communication. Long sentences with many syntaxes will not necessarily
score high marks.

Some candidates crossed out correct sentences and forgot to write them again when they produced the final
draft, therefore, marks were lost. Candidates should check their work again after crossing out sentences and
make sure that all the bullet points have been attempted and not be afraid to exceed the word limit.
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Candidates should circle or write clearly which option they attempted to write in section 2 Question 3 since
there were 3 choices. They should write the story according to the scenario but there was no need to copy
out the scenario lines. For the letter writing option (a), candidates needed to pay attention to whom they were
supposed to write. Using the letter format was not essential to score a communication mark. The addressee
and ending greetings were not included in the word count.

Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1
Candidates were asked to list five things they might see in a department store.

There were a lot of great answers including clothing items, food and drinks, stationery, furniture, electronic
appliances, cutlery etc. and most candidates were able to list &/, &Ik, Kk, . Ha. KE. ks,
2.4, 7. #7T etc. This showed that candidates have been taught well on topics and examination
techniques.

On the other end of the spectrum, a few wrote in pinyin or English entirely, thus no mark was rewarded.
Verbs were not accepted e.g. 5. Hl. Candidates should be advised not to list more than two words with the
same suffix in one category, e.g. ¥ 45, 3 L $ etc. which were only awarded maximum two marks.

Candidates are also suggested to avoid writing items that will logically not be seen as a thing in department
store such as a place or people like 45 & . IAFA. 4E42 or things are invisible, e.g. . A%, K.

Adding or missing strokes of the characters was tolerated but if there were missing radicals or wrong radicals
which created a new character with a different meaning, the mark could not be awarded. The common
mistakes when writing characters were: & (%) %, F (£) £, # (&) £, x (L) £, RE, e
(B) . &2 (R) R, RAE (B) . 8 () F. F (R) F.#%F (B) F. &k (X)) . it G . K
()« RF GH) v\ GB) V2R () L —EFGE) . R () JL, LA (£) , LA (&) & (&) . &
in SCE with two lines only. Candidate should think about what can successfully write in Chinese rather than
what they necessarily want or wish to write.

Some candidates wrote characters with the same pronunciation instead of correct ones, e.g. £ 4 (£) .

L) R GR) R B GP) L BR GR) .

A few candidates used pinyin rather than characters and even some English words e.g. £.yi, %.nao which
were not awarded marks.

Candidates must read the instructions both in Chinese and English carefully. If there is any doubt in the
Chinese instructions, read the English ones and the example as a confirmation. There were a handful of
candidates who did not read the questions carefully and wrote 5 % which was in the example.

Question 2

The question required the candidates to write about a newly-opened bookshop near where they live. The
overall performance in this question was very good. Most of the candidates understood the questions very
well, produced lots of detailed and interesting information for each task. Apart from addressing the bullet
points, the candidates also provided extra information which could be awarded extra marks. However,
candidates needed to be aware that extended sentences should be related to the tasks, not simply free
elaboration. With guided questions, weaker candidates were able to produce some simple answers except
for the fourth task ‘how the staff in the bookshop are’ and fifth task ‘when you are going there next time.’

As in previous years, all candidates should be encouraged to use listing when possible, but no more than
two lists in the whole question. Candidates should be reminded that pinyin or English is ignored during
marking and this, in many cases, can render the communication before and after incoherent.

Some able candidates, despite scoring a full mark for the Language, did not manage to score full marks for
the Communication as their sentences were very condensed and they did not give enough extra information
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to be rewarded and it was unfortunately that potential marks were lost. Candidates should answer the
questions one by one with short sentences rather than combining everything into one long sentence to cover
several questions.

A few candidates who were concerned about the suggested word count deleted parts of what they had
written, counted precisely and wrote down the exact number of characters they used. This ran the risk of not
providing enough pieces of information in Question 2 and losing communication marks. Candidates should
not be concerned about the word count if the minimum word limit has been reached. It is shame to see some
candidates crossing out correct sentences which contained more information due to fear of exceeding the
word limit.

Communication:

For task 1, some candidates were confused about % and 3z and wrote &£ /&£ 7 Hf2L L. Alarge
number of candidates copied sentences from the scenario and simply changed the subject 4 to # as &1
8937 A T — K 45 /5, for which there was no extra information provided, so no mark could be given.
Sentences with more detail, such as KL KAZ T HF T —KHE or KEMULAHF T —K /5 gained an
extra tick 1 for task 1.

Task 2 was well answered and many candidates used a listing technique. Candidates are advised to follow
the similar sentence patterns to the task when they answer the question e.g. & % & = & 69 4840 Fn 4D 4% — e £
k.

For task 3, a majority of candidates understood the question and could write different verbs e. g. 4. &+
. "B, #IA AT R etc., but some candidates often still use the verb # in the question and wrote # & &, .
& ¥ which affected their language marks. There are some excellent cases of additional information, such
as IR)LA 2T A#-F, BTvAK T LA 4E b which helped to achieve high communication marks.

For task 4, there were an array of good responses and authentic expressions such as & & k4F. &R, 7
B 8. AL, F. KT, AAS, FHEA, ABTER, AR K,

For task 5, a few candidates did not read carefully or understand the last bullet point about ‘when’, instead,
they answered ‘with whom’, or ‘will do what in the bookshop’. Tk &£ /B 498 /T; TRARBELIRLL T4
ARPLKR; T—R, RABEFRGRIEAADID B X BB ELEP; TREBAKGITFMA—RELEPDE LY
BB o BH TORKRA R B X RAM LR P JE &4, Although the sentence with a future tense particle T
K. ¥, % etc. and some sentences were considerably long with good vocabulary, they did not answer the
question, so no communication marks were given.

In addition, some candidates used a duration of time word instead of a time phrase to answer task 5e.g. T
KEME T+ <4 KA 2. There are also a few candidates misunderstood the word [} 2 in the last bullet
point, thinking it meant "k 2 (where) and answered a location they would like to go next, instead of ‘when’
they would like to go to the bookshop, thus communication marks could not be awarded.

Candidates should be reminded that a list could not score more than three marks. If one of the tasks was
missing, the maximum communication mark was 9, no matter how many extra marks were gained from other
bullet points. If two of the tasks were missing, the maximum communication mark was 8 and so on.
Candidates should be aware that since this is a writing examination, Chinese characters should be used as
often as possible and both English and pinyin should be avoided, especially for the key words, e. g. ‘45 /& £
L Hqian bi, TEA R & nice’, meaning those sentences could not gain communication marks. They could
be replaced by other easy words candidates know and use some words from the question, e.g. 95 & 2T A
, TAEARARET.

Candidates should think about which characters they can write in Chinese rather than what they want or wish
to write. For example, ‘T IAE P, ye Tihjie ALKRP ., &K EK haoshu, the convenience’ can be re-written as
B AL, TUEREAS. RERKB.

Some good examples with good idioms, details and structures were:

o MMERMEAAANAD, thded. LA, SHEE,
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o PBEIEHIFARIAE, RWAERTHA, wRHEEZRINBAEZGE, —7 25K,

o PBENIMHARFHUALA, #BTH

o REMHIARIEETIHA

o BERTEEMEHEGT N, TELEL, BHERAH,

o PEEMABMKLEFFA L

o BREIH—RAKRAIUKMTF, LRMEHHFiE, BREMNEHME—RENERGF B LL

o RMIEPEMELRAR, BARZEAZTLEILRT . BRI, RALBE - RaYBLAb S0 LB %
25 R0 IR AR .

o PEMFBIEFELSFARINR, MILLFILKRRETAHFLELER R, EELWIEARIET FT
A, LT EELESD,

Language:
Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters and some common mistakes were:

MR, )R P (R) F. F (£) £, 4 (&) #A4 (&) # (B) . 22w (F#) . TR
() & (B0 T () R’ /A (R #F

Accuracy of language was generally good; simple and straight to the point answers were largely evident.
Candidates should, however, be reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid Anglicised structures.
There were some common grammatical errors appearing in responses and candidates could improve their
performance by placing emphasis on the following:

The most common mistakes were using ‘#=” , ‘&’ incorrectly.

e Wrong words order for time phrase: & %4/ T Z#; KBAREEELTANAZH; TAREFN A —£ LI
LS R A S — RIS EE RE

Wrong words order for place: £ T B EBE; KRTAFIAEDEL;, — Kk ZadH/E;
Wrong words order for with whom: & % % 578 23k & 69

Use of £ with adjectives: 5 & Z/&4F; /689 TAEAR ZRAF; KE A5 RMRL,

Misuse of adjectives: 45 J& /& & 3%

Missing measure word or wrong measure word: &+ % 4 fe—F £ )F ; HFE =4k,

Misuse of verbs: & &k %4 or &K+

Use #= to link two sentences: 5 J& f& K fe &% % £AR)L; 5 89 TAEA R R A G Aaiin . TAZHE
FBER PR R KRB

o Useoft: ZARMMAFTHELHE, CAWEEFT T L

e Wrong sentence order: &5 3|k % #69E LF MMM LFE, FTRAEABEMRZTAAE A2

e Useofverbs: £HEXRTUAES., M EFPAMR, BREASREFTEGRT HEE—AH,

o Useof 7 : &A=& BETHELHATHE.

e Use awrong time-frame: T A &4 X XA 2 ; FTARKEENAR LS EAIN A —A,

e Using comparison: 3 X & kb ik 5 1R 3

e Verb missing: &Afedkdk % % £ X B 5

Section 2
Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one of the three options to write about. The types of questions were
similar to the previous ones in the past few years so the candidates were familiar with the approach.
Question 3 (b) ‘candidates’ views on studying abroad’ and Question 3 (c) ‘someone calling you when you
were at a leisure centre last summer holiday’ seemed to be the most popular choices. Candidates chose
Question 3 (b) perhaps due to familiarisation with the setting of school. Question 3 (a) ‘write about a new
exhibition you visited recently’ seemed less popular perhaps due to not understanding of ‘& 5’ in the
question. Using the letter format was not as essential as it was in previous years to score a communication
mark, therefore, additional and detailed information for the bullet points was required to score the full
communication marks. The addressee and ending greeting are not included in the word count. It was
heartening to see that candidates were writing more information relating to the bullet points rather than

writing general opening and ending formalities e.g. ‘¥ FA XA MK EMRGIE T o R FHRIFG? RL =G, b
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KERZIFD? ARG R E, 7 F4%&! 7 which can be pre-learnt and would not attribute much to the final
scores.

Most candidates demonstrated a higher proficiency in Mandarin Chinese in terms of Communication,
Accuracy of the Characters and Grammar and Structures. There were many excellent essays showing great
language skill and great abilities of creative writing.

The overall standard was high and many achieved full marks for the whole paper. Most candidates were able
to communicate effectively in target language, and quite a few used more native speaker-like expressions or
well-known Chinese idioms such as A#.A £. —& =%, KT &S, 7 7T &S The topics and the
questions are accessible to vast majority who have studied the course. Vast majority of candidates observed
the rubrics and responded to each question accordingly. A rare few failed to write anything that was eligible
or worthy of marks.

Many Chinese idioms were well used in essays: e.g. &/ &#. F§ $#. ALAE, R—L=, FHEEK
R, £ o, R4Aris plus some advanced words: R34k 47, R kMG, EREAS. B R, Q@R
7, ¥t AR R iFete.

Candidates who scored highest tended to have a range of sentence patterns, and it was pleasing to see that
ik, 1%, %, 4%, 4e were used in some of the essays apart from sentence structures in part 1 from the
defined content booklet. Many candidates are able to use conjunction words and complex sentences, like &
Toeer Ly A Eeeh; RABeeedg Hoeees BARABZ eeer Leee Loee

The following tips can help candidates to achieve better results.

e Think about what they are able to write in Chinese rather than what they want or wish to write.
¢ Remember some sentence structures and use them in their writing.
e  Try to use the sentences in the question, but do not copy word for word.

Although the common mistakes, e.g. ‘£’ before adjective or ‘&’ before noun are still seen, these types of

mistakes are much fewer in number.

Many candidates’ abilities for mastering long, complex sentences are impressive. Some candidates used ‘4&’
in sentences. A few candidates responded to the questions in Pinyin only or made no responses to any
questions.

(a) For 3(a), the task was to ‘write about a new exhibition you visited recently’. There were a number of
excellently written works. Most candidates covered the bullet points very well and they were able to
give justification for task 2 ‘what you thought about the exhibition’ and task 5 ‘why you would like to
go to see an exhibition next time’.

| am pleased to see that most candidates improved on tenses for this question while a few
occasionally missed task 4 ‘when’ for a future tense time frame.

For task 1, a majority of candidates can specify what exhibition it is; handful candidates only
copied from the scenario line #7 49 & % which did not specify what it is thus no communication mark
given. Some strong candidates were able to provide very specific or even sophisticated exhibition

names such as & /& . w-Fi5& or even £ &) 47 & 9.

Task 3 ‘How the exhibition was different to the previous exhibition(s) & A= 4% VART A& 69 B A H+ 4 T~
[?] was rather challenging for a few candidates. Some understood the meaning, but providing
answers with correct sentence patterns seemed difficult. However, the majority were able to give
detailed response with ideas clearly expressed.

Task 4, the vast majority gained a mark here, and it was very pleasing to see responses such as
S B AR, ... ¥LJ&’ instead of a straight forward time expression.
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Characters and Grammar

Most candidates understood grammar very well and wrote sentences, even complex ones, correctly. Most
essays showed that candidates have no problem using past, present and future timeframes e.g.

° B AL A

o HKMAMNERETTIEFTHESNIAE, BAHLIGEMLIZR,

o RWHAIMANEEAAF, BAHTULEE S ANIRERERD L

o RWHERXR—ANIEFTIFNEY, BATUILERETMHAE.

. iékxia\%”*éﬁ*ﬁ FAe Rk E— R B ER R —HE, B AT AERENGHE T TIRS.

. (B ER R EFN AN A HE, ﬂﬁﬂéﬁ/ﬁft%%ﬁ“ﬁ\)’ﬁféﬁﬁﬁfkmkﬁT £rRb R, B AR
IS IPN @ﬂﬁim &uﬁ‘%ﬁm , T—RBZBALHREERY, BARTHRALHGFT.

o KRHIFERBEEFTERKEAER, BREEZEAHAIEAR——ABENBHF 1S G5 Eig o kR

Pinyin was used significantly less this year, however, there were a number of homophone or near
homophone errors and characters with similar shape, such as it/ (18) . 4 (&) X, & (4&) i1, 411
U L Gl AR G L farr GBY L mA (R L A () R F G Lk (BR) B, LiE
() « 22 ) —. ¢ (v0) ma, &d (F) i

Although the majority of grammatical structures were used correctly and impressively, there were still some
common mistakes as below:

e Use present tense throughout their writing.

e Use 7 andit: Jk&*ﬁ’%iﬁTiﬁ%é‘i\ﬂﬁ/\%ﬁﬁo

o Useofverb: K AR ERA &L, KARLESANT —AMNEKL. RRALTHFEFEN,

e Misuse of #=, #:e.g. 2T —NREEAEIIARA B INREARSOA, FdNRELLA IR 65
T

e When a place word was involved in a sentence: e.g. & %L & K.

e Use of £ with adjectives: & % = 1k X

o Use of tb: i ANE WL ART A — 4% K3 XANR YL ART 89 — 4%, R ACIFILAE 69 & S0 XA FE ART A9 A T o

e Use of correct adjective: &30 /3 AR IEAR B 3% o

e Wrong words order: & %48 & & & K

(b) The task was to express views on studying abroad. Most of the candidates opted in and those who
answered this task generally did very well in Communication and Accuracy of language and
Grammar. The vast majority responded well for task 1 including applying past tense time frame.
However, a few candidates misunderstood task 1 and answered how many foreign candidates in
their current school or where they are from and lost the communication marks. A few weak
candidates wrote 1k % A.. /" A rather than a number in Chinese characters. Candidates are
strongly recommended to write numbers in characters rather than numeral digits. For task 2,
majority of candidates answered the question very successfully. Aimost all were able to give at
least one country’s name with £ E. ¥ & the most popular. Similar to last year, it is very pleasing
to see the majority of the candidates understood 474t and 3~ % and produced the right reasons to
back up their opinions. Candidates need only answer either advantages or disadvantages, but
most of candidates managed very well with both aspects. However, simply writing # % 4 #=31 &
and not writing details cannot score marks. Candidates should be encouraged to answer the
questions with greater details and follow the patterns and tense frames which will achieve better
results in both communication marks and language marks. Task 4 and 5 are very successful and
convincing answers such as &~ 4mil XA 2, 122 K AL E 5.

Characters and Grammar

The range of characters seemed very impressive. Candidates could expand the range of vocabulary and
sentence patterns on different opinions. Some good examples were

k%A GIFEIIFEX T F LT

AL T AFE I PABKEiES, @ LT ASENIRANE K& MRF T,

AR AR 2L 52 fzkf'kifﬂé’as;%vfufﬁi wn BT VAP B A B4 6 Kok B A 4. BINF 3 bR HIRF .
EESERS, TURAERESWHMA, "CERTOWEILTH
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o BRI, FBESSFIFKTH

o RTINS, ARTASIARE K 4L T AL L RT 08 RH.

o HATHEFEBEEXF, BHANEZHHE MR

o EFAFMIRF. BKLM, THINEGII, BAEZNATHE, RLZERELSHNA

o HPNFAATURBRIR—HGAE, BAHEIIGERMA RE ST IRE, X &M, 84
BEATUALA I BT HHMAAE, FLELTAGIINA —AAREF EAFHE LT B A2 3t 5 40

o FESFINFAMARTEDREMHRXE, BANETMLET, AN —AR GBI R,

o PHEMZFARMK, FHAEERRKR -G T/, LR P B, B A5 T AT IR
To

However, there were some common errors, namely:

There were a number of homophone or near homophone errors and characters with similar shape, such as
i (k) mE () L kAR (B) . 28t (8)

e  Place word was wrongly positioned : & ALK Z A BEANGER; wMNETEFTE; ARZITFACAE
bE; RAFAED KRG KER—ALGINA

e When mentioning doing something. With sb.: R X AL ZE, KE/ERMA,

e  Comparison sentence: X sME 5 5] AR 474, IR L&IR S,

e Used future tense instead of past tense: &f14H = +AAEEHI G,

e Use of # in the past tense : &M FRA =+ AR ETEI,

e Mixedup A& and ¥4 ARFREGABEE]; A_TAFRERIG DL,

e  Using the character K in all the names of countries: Y B X, ZEX. £BXK

e Use of A to describe counties: /x % AET FEA. £ A,

e Useof % instead of &% : 4F4RTUAR % M Ao

e Use of f torespond to the question : WAGRATHARE L XF; KREEHRAMAER, BHRT.

e Misused verbs : KA ZBEFREKA CI; KRATEY: LEIFHMA; BATUAERREAFRN A, T A%
A& % # R A

e  Use of measure word: #1115 ZA1i%.

e Misuse of #F: &M FaYRFF O

e Misuse of idioms: FAE LA ALAMR; £ATEROGHIRZEE; £ EINTA A TFR R,

(c) This topic was the second most popular task that candidates attempted due to the similar patterns
of the tasks which was to write about a story of ‘what happened after you receiving a ‘phone call in
an amusement centre’. The candidates opted this option were very strong in language so the
overall standard was high and very encouraging. There were some very creative, well-constructed
and well-written interesting stories which successfully demonstrated their ability to communicate
fluently, and with a high level of grammatical accuracy. A vast majority of the candidates observed
the rubrics and responded to each question accordingly. The language proficiency of the
candidates related to 3c was generally very good. Some were extremely good in all three areas
(Communication, Accuracy of Characters and accuracy of Grammar and Structures). At the other
extreme, some candidates needed to use Pinyin to make the whole story complete and coherent,
but the numbers of Pinyin used were significantly less compared with previous year.

Communication

Most candidates answered task 2 + 3 + 4 without any difficulties. However, some able candidates missed
task 1 ‘what you were doing at that time’ and did not write a specific game, thus lost a mark. A handful of
weak candidates did not respond to the fifth task /& & K £ T 1+ 42 ¥ and just wrote 5 & K £ T 4F For &k K

% T K ¥F which demonstrated they did not understand the task and could not write a complete story.

Task 3 was tackled well. Some candidates even managed to create a suspense by saying: # 7~ 4rif £ i to
start with.

Task 4 responses contained some very creative reasonssuchas AL 7; €EHEMT; BBHERT.
Itis a relief to know they all have a happy ending.
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For the last task, some responses wrote & & A % T &89 5 5 8% T - If there is a result to complete the
story, there is no need to include& & & £ 7 in the sentence.

Candidates scoring highly were those who wrote a good story using a wide variety of vocabulary and
sentence structures. Candidates are advised not to copy out the scenario line before starting their story, nor
write too much for the pre-setting of the story. It is very pleasing that pre-learnt passages were rare this year.

Here are some very good examples:

o EARRPCRIES B AT, BERT FERAH ALTHE,

o BAKLAMMINAMK, 12RDFHBEEALERTEHA, FAZTEEEHHE LM,

o RIEF NPT, Al o fT R

. &ﬁf‘?’&%‘%*‘ﬁffﬁﬁ%fﬁ, i € AN i]‘;”i;%‘é’,iiﬁ,l&" AR EAVAI R A

o RRTCALAR, FFRMKA, KLFRRICHE RIS,

o LAMMEAN, RAMEALASE, FHTHMERLAMTITE, RAKMNAFHAHEKE Lo e &
ﬂé@i%ﬁkﬁ@}ﬁéﬁ%%éﬁﬂﬁ«—ﬂﬁ]ﬂ’ &%%1%,‘%\7‘5\1@;@0 é&‘ée%ﬂz&ﬁiﬁjﬁl%ﬁﬁﬂfﬁi’ ﬁiﬁ%é@gg&h
a5,

o EMB—AEMFEHRDRI]TIRR, BHRVERHRD EE. KRR, RWFAoaLET. BRI
HrEa &, AHRBGYRECRTQERET AR

o THETHARZAAUNELIRKAERZENRRT S, BANRILAKFZHFEFRNLE. EARARE
Ko B R P,

. AT RRBE ST Tﬁgg/rﬁéﬁ@éﬁ#ﬂxﬁﬂiﬁui{%-j@,uy%’ FWEHE A, 5}‘}(‘7}2}7"—\31’1’ BEE
A=K &

Characters and Grammar
The common mistakes were: wrong characters e.g. T (3t) . & (i%) = etc.
The most common grammar errors were:

Less cases to use present tense throughout the writing which is very good compared with the previous year,
Question 3 was recounting a past event so the whole story should be in past tense setting.

e Misuse of A=, 4 and Z: e. g LRERXIUHR; 4B 5K PSR RFRIFN; BRPOAK
e Mixed up #9/43/#: HKAVRFCHFHLIE; KREMaGELEE,

e  Use of idioms in wrong place: K&, &89 AHF< AT & 69 KT HAT R,

e Wrong syntax: %&t4%, &IE&EA& L RAT KR,

e Wrong sentence order: &R E R IR R TS A KA Ao

e Misuse of verbs: #HATH A€ ERAGIGID; K AMFH

e  Misuse of adjective: &CFA BIRE, KX
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MANDARIN CHINESE (FOREIGN
LANGUAGE)

Paper 0547/43
Writing

Key messages

e |tis essential that candidates learn and are very familiar with the Defined Content for the syllabus which
enable candidates to understand the scenarios.

e Avoid usage of pinyin for Question 2 which causes losing communication marks. Use synonyms to
replace the characters should candidates not know.

e  Familiarise with questions words, e.g. /L/% /' how many, A+ 4 why, & 4 (#) how, /> which, 2
4% when, JU% what time, % K& 18] how long.

o Elaborate with simple sentence structures to achieve the maximum 10 marks for communication for
Question 2.

General comments

Most candidates understood the question type well and produced enough details and additional information
for Question 2 and 3. A majority of the candidates used more complex structures and more difficult
characters which reflected their true linguistic abilities. It was pleasant to see that the topics were accessible
to the majority of candidates and there were a number of excellent performances from centres especially for
Question 1, 2 and 3b + 3c.

Question 3¢ was a popular choice and it was impressive that candidates attempted to tell interesting stories
and justified their opinions with a range of characters.

Centres should be aware answers have to be relevant to the questions, and all the bullet points need to be
addressed with as much relevant information as possible. Since this is a writing examination, Chinese
characters should be used as often as possible, and both English and pinyin should be avoided.

Candidates were not penalised for writing too much. Whilst there was no need for candidates to count the
number of characters written after they have achieved the minimum required number of characters, some
candidates crossed out correct sentences to avoid exceeding the word limit. It should be remembered that a
composition requires a certain number of words to address all the bullet points in the question, and variety of
vocabulary and sentence structures are rewarded. Therefore, a long but less varied essay will not be
awarded as many marks as a shorter one with greater varieties and interests. Candidates should, however,
be reminded that if they write significantly fewer than 150 characters for Question 3 they will not produce
enough evidence of their ability to gain access to the highest marks.

Candidates should circle which topic they attempted to write in section 2 Question 3 since there were 3
choices. Candidates did not need to copy out the questions, particularly for Question 3. Writing sentences
that directly targeted the bullet points and expanded appropriately without the pre-existing information would
have been a much more efficient way to gain higher marks.

It is interesting to see that rote learning by memorising a big chunk of a general passage, e.g. about oneself
or family, hobbies, etc. has reduced significantly this year. Candidates should read the scenario and
questions carefully, especially the tenses and key words which were all in the defined content booklet.
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Comments on specific questions

Section 1
Question 1

Candidates were asked to make a list in Chinese of 5 things you can take onto an aeroplane. Most
candidates were able to list book, bag, food, drinks, clothes, mobile phone etc. However, a small amount of
the candidates answered in pinyin, which could not be awarded any marks. Sadly, people e.g. &&. 4545,
R & appeared in answers again this year, which could not be awarded marks since they are not things.

If there were missing radicals or wrong radicals which created a new character with a different meaning, the
mark could not be awarded. Candidates could improve on their accuracy of certain characters with correct
radicals or correct suffix, e.g. £ (F) M, @& (&) | s (&) etc.

Question 2

This question requires candidates to write about clothes shopping. The overall performance in this question
was good since the question words were easy to understand and there was plenty of scope to extend the
answers. With guided questions, even weaker candidates could also produce some simple answers. There
were some excellent responses with complex structures in this section, such as ‘&%, . £x; BH. . Af
v Me. . mE’. However, simple structures and basic vocabulary are enough to score full marks in this
section.

Some candidates did a good job expanding answers. For example, for bullet point 1, some wrote ‘—#x &4 %
IS ERIR. —AAEILETRKITA G, PTARIRE R 2L 4%, 474 to add more details.

Task 3 and 4 were tackled very well with lists such as ##. 4. #F4&, more advanced words and
sentences including ‘& &%k £ A& RO RIRE AR EHF AT A DIHE, KRERZE, 2AEKABRABRER I
& KA LKA ERE, KA REKY etc.

Task 5 included a future time phrase which is similar in the past year, therefore, candidates tackled well for
this question.

Candidates should be aware this is a writing exam, Chinese characters should be used as often as possible
and both English and pinyin should be avoided, especially for the key words. Pinyin and English words would
not count towards the communication mark e.g. ‘# # 2 cheng shi % &R’ could not be awarded marks for
task 1.

Accuracy of language was generally good, simple and straight to the point answers were largely seen.
Candidates should, however, be reminded to use varied sentence structures and avoid anglicised structures.
There were some common grammatical errors appearing in responses and candidates could improve their
performance by placing emphasis on the following:

e Character mistakes: e.g. B.& (&) + JMd (R) . M () R, & () &, % (F) &. 1F ()
XWX C&R) A (R) .

e  Misuse of ‘2’ with adjective: e.g. =7 /& 2 H & %.

e  Wrong words order: e.g. #& & &3k % Rk 49 hong &..

e  Missing verb: e.g. &k &3 P H ERIR.

e Misplaced t: e.g. 438 F1RAR 7.

Question 3

Candidates were asked to choose one of the three options to write about. With five guided bullet points in
Question 3, candidates could opt for the one they felt most confident about. About same numbers of the
candidates opted for Question 3 (b) and (c). No one opted for (a).

It was encouraging to see the improvement of understanding the rubrics this year and using varied
timeframes. Most candidates covered all the bullet points and it is pleasing to see ‘% K Bt 8]’ had been
recognised in Question 3 (b) task 4. In Question 3 (c) task 5 ‘5 kX £ 7 H 4 F’, there were many

51 Cambridge Assessment
&P International Education © 2021



Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0547 Mandarin Chinese (Foreign Language) June 2021
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

coherent stories rather than merely wrote ‘& % X & T 4F %’ which often appeared in the answer in the
previous year.

(a) For 3(a), the task was to write a letter to your penpal about a performance you recently took part in.
No one chose this option. It's could be because % & is a slightly difficult word in the scenario, even
though it is in the Defined Content for the syllabus

(b) In 3(b), the tasks were to write an article about candidates’ views on a healthy life-style. The
evidence showed the candidates who opted to do this question were very familiar with this topic
area. All bullet points were easy to follow and guided the candidates to write their answers and
opinion fully. Sentence structure for task 2 ‘what type of diet you think is healthy’ seemed a bit
difficult to understand, but most of candidates can write % 8K, *Z¥ etc. Sports and providing
healthy food and drink were the most popular answer for task 5 ‘what the school can do in order to
make candidates healthier’ and it was well justified.

Task 1 and 3 were in past timeframe, many candidates applied the tense correctly.

Task 4 was answered very well with justifications, e.g. &M E ), RATTRARMET ;
AR EE; XE%RE, FANAFRNRERGEHD

Characters and Grammar

Candidates showed a good knowledge of easy characters and basic grammar structures. There were some
excellent responses with complex structures in this section, such as

RO EAR AL WA, WA AR AR R Y
FREBMEEORE T A

AN AR, AR, RTFREKRLAZEE

Jo BAAVE R BOE T B, KIANAMATE 242 E

& T AT R ASh, FARALST AV 4532 A NVorE, B Aot & AR B TR R AT

The most frequent mistakes were:

Wrong character: e.g. 7K ()%

Misuse of comparison ‘tb’: e.g. S RIF L KATH 3K, @O LK R T4 &
Use of #[ to link 2 sentences: e.g. K& FFAEFH R, FoRERKSIEF)
Anglicisation: e.g. ## & & & ; KA AR AE

Missing measure word: e.g. 7% % KB 4]

Missing words: e.g. M1 X &KL % 1h; e % iR

—_—
(3)
~—

This year, option C was as popular as B. Candidates wrote a story about what happened after
discovering there was no more trains while they arrived at a train station. The most common stories
were talking about plans to go to school, home, shop or party for task 2. The main reason for

task 3 was due to heavy rain, staff illness and faulty train. Solutions for sorting out the problem
were either walking back to home, taking taxi, parents picking up etc.

It was pleasing to see a coherent story line in this narrative writing for most of the candidates. Only
few candidates could not elaborate due to limited vocabulary and sentence structures.

There were some excellent responses with complex structures in this section, such as
o RKR—TTFAN—F, XHEEKE

e A & R L FH

Ao EFEG L, TARRRE

HE TS, BAEH K B de & — A TS A

Characters and Grammar
The most frequent mistakes were:

e Timeframe and particle incorrect: e.g. A RA A K% T
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