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INTRODUCTION

The Scheme of Assessment

For the Advanced Subsidiary qualification candidates will have studied the English Legal System which
covers Sources of Law, Machinery of Justice and Legal Personnel. In paper 1, candidates select 3
essays to write from a choice of 6 questions, within a time limit of 1 hour 30 minutes. In paper 2
candidates are presented with some legal data and are expected to answer questions in the context
provided. One of two questions must be answered and the time allowed is 1 hour 30 minutes.

The scheme of assessment for the Advanced Level qualification is based on a further two examination
papers: Paper 3 The Law of Contract and Paper 4 Tort Law. Both papers consist of two sections; section
A comprises three essay-type questions and section B comprises three scenario-based problem
questions. Candidates are required to answer three questions, one selected from section A and one from
section B plus one other, and the examination is of 1 hour 30 minutes duration.

The types of question in the two sections of both Paper 3 and Paper 4 are different in style and aim.

Questions in Section A require the candidates to focus on both knowledge and understanding of legal
rules and on the critical analysis and evaluation of those rules. Candidates will not be able to progress
beyond band three of the mark scheme without including appropriate assessment, analysis or evaluation
of the requisite rules, however well they appear to be known.

Questions in Section B, on the other hand, also require candidates to focus on knowledge and
understanding of rules, but the emphasis is on the application of them to a scenario-based problem and
on drawing clear conclusions. Again, candidates will not be able to progress beyond band three of the
mark scheme unless rules identified have been demonstrably applied to the scenario and clear
conclusions drawn. The ability to select appropriate material to include in Section B responses and to
communicate in a clear, concise style is of paramount importance. Throughout the two papers, whether a
question specifically demands it or not, candidates need to support their knowledge with reference to
legal writers and/or to decided judicial precedent

Success in the examination will be dependant on the ability of the candidate to clearly demonstrate the
skills identified in the three assessment objectives. Therefore, teaching strategies ought to make
provision for teaching and supporting the development of these skills among the candidates. The
recommendations below are intended to assist Centres to develop local strategies focussed on the most
effective way of supporting candidates and of helping them to achieve success in the examination.

Study Skills

The majority of candidates who fail to realise their potential in the examination will do so because they
have difficulty in demonstrating the key skills of analysis, evaluation and application and not, in general,
because they lack appropriate knowledge of the law. These skills are in many ways more demanding of
the candidate than the process of absorbing and relating knowledge and commonly depend upon
complementary skills of interpretation, judgement, reasoning, logic, and command of language. Carefully
focussed teaching strategies can address this issue.

Teachers may find it helpful to establish in candidates’ minds at the beginning of a course that they
themselves must take some responsibility for both their own learning and for acquiring the skills needed
for examination success. Perhaps it could be stressed that they must not assume that they will acquire all
the requirements for success simply by attending formal taught classes and reading the course textbooks
and other relevant materials. Teachers should emphasise that the skills have to be understood and, more
importantly, practised by the candidates until they become second nature. Parallels can be drawn with
sports stars, actors or musicians — practice makes perfect.



Candidates should be supported to help them understand that whilst the examination at this level does
require them to demonstrate knowledge of legal rules, real success depends on the ability to shape and
apply appropriate knowledge. Candidates should be reminded that knowledge itself is of little value if it is
poorly applied or if it is used uncritically. Thus, although it is recommended that each candidate has
access to a copy of the textbooks The English Legal System by J. Martin, Contract Law and Tort Law by
Elliott and Quinn (all on CIE recommended reading lists) candidates should be encouraged to treat them
as one set of authorative sources and to adopt an active approach to learning the law; candidates must
understand that they need to be skilled in using bodies of knowledge in ways demanded by different
styles of question and scenario and that only repeated practice will enable them to hone the skills
necessary to satisy the assessment objectives set out in the subject specifications.

Teaching Strategy

Knowledge of a subject is the foundation for learning and naturally forms the basis from which candidates
progress to develop analytical, evaluation and assessment skills. However, an effective teaching strategy
will appropriately balance the need to impart knowledge with the need to develop and hone skills. It is
very clear from the depth of knowledge demonstrated by many candidates and the generally poor skill
level demonstrated that many teaching staff have clearly got this balance wrong. It is suggested that
candidates who know less about the subject matter, but can convey what they do know using well
practised skills of evaluation, assessment, commentary, analysis and application will score higher marks
than those who know more but lack the skills to effectively use what they know to formulate a proper
answer to the questions posed by the Examiner.

Teaching staff may find it helpful to plan a skills-based study programme for their candidates. A good
place to start is to reflect on the skills that the candidate will be required to demonstrate in order to
achieve success in the examination. List the skills and then devise activities and study exercises that will
help the candidates practise the necessary skills. For example, composing essay plans for answering
past examination questions might be an appropriate activity for developing the skills of interpreting
questions and writing coherent and well-structured answers. Another relevant activity might involve the
candidates working together to identify arguments for and against a particular statement of law or
proposition or to produce succinct summaries of the salient points of case law. Working on these activities
under the pressure of a time limit might be helpful in preparing the candidates to cope with time
constraints they will encounter in the examination. Other activities might be devised to help candidates
understand what is involved in formulating clear and convincing arguments and reaching balanced,
logical and clear conclusions when responding to examination questions.

It is suggested that approximately one third of the available teaching time is devoted to practising skills
with the candidates and that knowledge-based learning occupies the remainder. Activities designed to
improve skills could be included in the work that candidates are required to complete in their own time i.e.
as homework. Skills development and practice should be started early in the teaching course and
continue at least once a week throughout the course. A recognised strategy might involve working with
candidates to agree individualised learning plans that include milestones and goals to be reached in
terms of developing appropriate skills. Regular assessment and feedback sessions should be key
features of the teaching strategy. All teachers will want to ensure that candidates sit the examination
confident that not only do they have a sufficient knowledge base, but also that they are well rehearsed in
the necessary skills of interpretation, assessment, application, analysis and evaluation. The adoption of
a strategy similar to that outlined here should ensure that this goal is achieved and teaching staff can be
assured that their candidates have the best possible opportunity of fulfilling their potential in the
examination.



QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES

Paper 9084/01

| Question 1

Discuss the role of the Crown Prosecution Service and its significance in the administration of justice in
England and Wales.
[25]

General Comment

This question expected candidates to describe the Crown Prosecution Service and explain its role in the
criminal justice system. Candidates needed some understanding of the background to its introduction, for
instance the dissatisfaction with the use of the police as the prosecuting body in England. Some
explanation of the way the service operates throughout the country was necessary.

Good answers would have included the role of the CPS in trials both in the magistrates court and the
Crown Court and any problems that the CPS has encountered over the past twenty-two years. These
might include the lack of funding and leadership as well as the hostility from the police when the CPS was
first introduced. The lack of rights of audience for the CPS in the early days would also be an important
detail.

Individual Candidate Response
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Candidate B
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Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This candidate clearly identified that the CPS were involved in the administration of justice as state
prosecutors. The answer had a good structure and made a real attempt to address the issues of the
question namely, the significance of the role of the CPS. The historical context was understood albeit
fairly simply as well as the way the service operated throughout England. The candidate correctly
explained the role of the CPS today and its role in the prosecution of criminal cases. A particularly good
point was that the CPS often fails to pursue cases if they believe them to be weak.

The answer could have been improved by being more detailed about the interaction of the CPS and the
police. This was mentioned but further marks would have been gained if this had been developed further.
There was one serious inaccuracy on the second page. The candidate wrote...’A judge and two lay
magistrates might carry out the proceedings of the case on behalf of Crown Prosecution Service...’ This is
incorrect and showed an element of confusion but it was the only serious error or inaccuracy. Other
problems with the CPS could also have been identified such as the lack of funding and early hostility of
the police. Overall it was a very good response.

Marks awarded 19/25



Candidate B

This answer began by identifying the role of the Crown Prosecution Service and the reasons why it was
initially set up. There were some good general comments on the drawbacks with the police as a
prosecution service. This focussed on the lack of fairness in their decision-making and also the onus on
the Crown Prosecution Authority to be fair. The answer however lacked development beyond these
issues. It did not refer to the full range of problems that prompted its setting up and also it did not mention
the role of the CPS in different courts and the extension of rights of audience. The answer therefore
lacked the development necessary for the higher grades.

Marks awarded 9/25

| Question 2

Consider critically the options open to a judge when a statute appears to be imprecise or contradictory.
[25]

General Comment

This question expected responses to incorporate both a comprehensive review of how statutory
interpretation works as well as a discussion of the overall role of the judge. It would be important to
discuss how much a judge is bound by the rules of statutory interpretation and whether the judge has a
choice in the application of the rules. A very good answer would discuss the three main rules and then
discuss the further rules of interpretation such as the rules of language and the presumptions and draw
some conclusions on their role and use in the interpretation of statutes.

Individual Candidate Response
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Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This was a very good response indeed. The candidate introduced the question well by outlining the
problems that a court may encounter when trying to interpret legislation and continued with a
comprehensive review of the different means at the disposal of a judge in deciding questions of statutory
interpretation. There was very good use of supporting case law, for instance where the candidate
discusses the different rules of interpretation each point is supported by case law succinctly describing
the nature of the rule involved. There was a particularly good explanation of the application of the
mischief rule in Smith v Hughes. The different rules were also contrasted to show that the judge has a
choice to make when deciding which rules to use when interpreting a statute.

Although the comment was largely left until the last paragraph this focussed well on the role of the judge
and the way the rules give a judge a choice in how to approach statutory interpretation. There were some
perceptive observations on the problem that this may lead to uncertainty. This was an excellent response.

Marks awarded 23/25

Candidate B

Although this was a question about statutory interpretation the candidate started the answer with
reference to judicial precedent. This was a confused start. The candidate did then look at statutory
interpretation and showed a basic understanding of the difference between the literal and the purposive
approach. However this was quite short and it lacked detail. There was some reference to relevant case
law such as Fisher v Bell in connection with the literal rule. It was unfortunate that the beginning was not
properly focussed on the question. because valuable time was lost and the answer did not develop further
by discussing a wider range of rules of statutory interpretation such as rules of language and
presumptions and the use of aids such as Hansard.

Marks awarded 8/25

Question 3

‘There is far too much delegated legislation and too little known about it.” Evaluate the advantages and
disadvantages of delegated legislation, and consider to what extent you would agree with this statement.
[25]

‘ General Comment

This question looked at the definition of delegated legislation and the circumstances in which it arises.
The focus was on the difficulties which can arise with its use and the public ignorance of what it is.
Candidates needed to explain that delegated legislation challenges principles of democracy. The question
expected candidates to try to concentrate their answers on this aspect of delegated legislation rather than
looking at the factual background of delegated legislation but very good answers would also include some
explanation of each type of legislation. Very good answers should include a short explanation as to why
there has been such an unprecedented growth in this area of legislation as opposed to legislation passed
in Parliament.
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Examiner Comment ’

Candidate A

The candidate started the answer with a very good definition of delegated legislation. Each type was fully
explained and reference was made to a number of examples, which expanded on their use and in
particular identified the context of such use.

The second half of the answer concentrated on the reason why delegated legislation has increased so
much in use and particularly why it can be better than legislation passed in the conventional way within
Parliament. The answer focussed on the flexibility of its use and also its ability to respond to new
circumstances.

The controls were well known and there were some original examples which served to illustrate many of
the issues that the quote in the question alluded to. So the answer considered why the controls might be
used and showed how they can be effective against obscure legislation. One or two points in the criticism
of its use could have been developed further but generally the answer showed a very thorough grasp of
this area of law. It was an excellent answer.

Marks awarded 23/25



Candidate B

Although the response of the candidate started well and overall it was fairly long, it lacked detail and
relevant material. It also contained some serious errors particularly where reference was made to criminal
courts and criminal cases. It appeared that the candidate had understood the basic principles of
delegated legislation but had failed to build on this so the knowledge was very superficial. A better answer
would have followed the initial definition with an explanation of the different types of delegated legislation
and then discussed why there is such a volume of such legislation today. The discussion on the reasons
for the growth of delegated legislation displayed some basic misunderstanding such as the suggestion
that delegated legislation will result in inappropriate sentencing. Finally all candidates were expected to
briefly discuss ways of keeping delegated legislation in check such as parliamentary scrutiny and
challenges in the courts. And the candidate’s answer failed to include this.

Marks awarded 7/25

Question 4

‘Twelve people ignorant of the law, directed by a judge who is likely to be wholly out of touch with ordinary
life.” Would you say that this is a fair description of a trial in the Crown Court? Give reasons for your
answer. [25]

‘ General Comment

This question expected candidates to consider both the role of the judge and the role of the jury in a
Crown Court trial. In considering the role of the jury a good answer to this question will discuss the
selection of the jury so the random nature of jury service would be an important point to emphasise.

Candidates were also expected to focus on the role of the jury in court and discuss whether they are
intellectually able to cope with the demands of Crown Court trials particularly in the more complex cases..

A good answer would use case law to illustrate how the jury has been shown to be perverse in coming to
their decisions. The use of the jury in fraud trials could be used to illustrate this point.

By way of contrast the role of the judge depends on a selection process and candidates were expected to
show that all the judiciary have a legal background. Some discussion of the role of the judge would be
needed so candidates should explain the way the judge would direct the jury during a case and then also
to discuss the role of the judge’s summing up.

The best answers would consider past cases and explain the tensions between the judge and the jury
and attempt to reach a conclusion about the fairness and efficiency of the whole process of trial by judge
and jury and whether the process would be improved by trial by a single judge.
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Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This answer clearly explained the roles of the jury and the judge in a Crown court trial. The drawbacks of
using lay people without legal training were identified. The answer developed well by showing how the
judge directs a jury during a trial, for instance it included the following sentence °...Jurors are aided by a
judge during the trial who keeps them aware of the legal knowledge as the case proceeds....” The answer
highlighted the contrast between the role of the judge who has legal knowledge and the jury who
represent the people and is not expected to have any legal knowledge. The problems with using lay
people (such as bias, high acquittal rates and emotional involvement which can hinder decision making)
were all highlighted and mentioned. However the candidate concluded that the combination of the jury
and the judge was a successful and effective way of trying a defendant. It was a well-planned and
thoughtful response to the question.

Marks awarded 23/25

Candidate B

This answer included comment about both the judge and the jury and showed a reasonable grasp of the
selection of the jury but it did not fully explain the role of the jury or the role of the judge. There was no
discussion of the responsibilities of a judge at a Crown Court trial and in particular the fact that a judge
will be responsible for directing the jury.

There was a reasonable contrast drawn between the legally qualified judge and the jury who are
laypersons but it was not developed and it was only one aspect of this question. The answer needed to
be more detailed, in particular it needed some discussion of a trial in the Crown Court

Marks awarded 8/25



| Question 5

‘The system of precedent merely slows down the proper development of the law.’ Discuss this statement.
25

General Comment

A very good answer to this question about the system of precedent would look carefully at the definition of
precedent and its origins and development. All answers would be expected to consider the hierarchy of
the courts and the role different courts play in that hierarchy. So the fact that the House of Lords has the
power to ignore its own previous decisions should be contrasted with the Court of Appeal where such
power is far more limited. However the question expected candidates to consider the way that precedent
slows down the development of the law and very good answers would consider the constraints that
precedent places on the response the court can make to changes in contemporary society. A very good
answer would use case law extensively to illustrate points made in each answer.
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‘ Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This answer started with a very good introduction to the way precedent works contrasting precedent with
the role of statute law in a very convincing way. The answer developed by looking at the different
component parts of the decision in the courts, in particular the ratio decidendi and the obiter dicta. The
answer then focussed succinctly and well on the role of the House of Lords and its ability to ignore its own
previous decisions since the Practice Decision of 1966. Case law was used well to illustrate this. The
judicial tools which allow the law to develop in any court within the hierarchy in spite of the rules of
precedent were also very well explained. The final two paragraphs drew in issues arising from the
question and showed that there is a real issue in trying to create certainty for those wishing to contest
their case in court and also the importance of allowing the law to develop. The candidate made some very
useful and important points such as the fact that although the House of Lords has the ability to ignore
previous decisions this is not always as important as it might be because so few cases ever get to the
House of Lords. As the answer rightly points out ‘...A person can only appeal the case if they have the
money, persistent and courage..’



This made an important point that it is not only precedent that can prevent development of the law — much
depends on the litigants themselves. A litigant may always decide not to pursue a case to a higher court
and no one can force him/her to take the case further. This was a very good response to the question set.

Marks awarded 21/25

Candidate B

The answer had a reasonable introduction with a good explanation of the principles of stare decisis. It
also included some comment on the role of stare decisis and how it may inhibit the development of the
law. The Practice Statement was mentioned and the case of Miliangos v George Frank Textiles was
mentioned. The answer did not then look at the role of the Court of Appeal and in particular the problems
associated with the inability of the Court of Appeal to ignore its previous decisions. Although there were
references to a court structure the answer did not develop this and show how different courts relate to
each other. The answer also lacked any reference to the tools available to a court which allow previous
decisions to be ignored. There was for instance no mention of distinguishing. Use of the case of Miliangos
was good but this was the only case mentioned in the answer and a more extensive use of case law was
necessary.

Marks awarded 9/25

Question 6

The courts are the very last places in which a litigant would be advised to seek resolution of a civil
dispute.” Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the civil court system. Consider the alternatives to
taking a civil case to court. [25]

‘ General Comment

This question expected candidates to examine the court system as a forum for the trial of civil issues. A
very good answer to this question would consider the shortcomings of the civil courts in detail and then
address the various alternatives available. Answers therefore required knowledge of the civil courts and
procedure within these courts and also knowledge of the alternatives available and what is meant by
ADR. The drawbacks of trial in the civil courts should be identified. These would include delays in the trial
process, expense and excess formality of proceedings. Many candidates had a better knowledge of the
alternatives than they had of the civil court system and its drawbacks. A very good answer will include
conclusions on the way the two systems work and identify that both systems have drawbacks. So it would
include the negative aspects of ADR including such issues as lack of representation and the expense of
legal advice and the fact that ADR rarely includes a right of appeal.
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Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This was a good answer, which included reference to both systems of resolving civil disputes and was
able to identify the problems associated with each. So the answer began with a review of trial in the civil
courts and identified such problems as excess formality within the courts and the intimidatory
atmosphere. It drew a very neat comparison with the nature of mediation and conciliation where the
process is not inquisitorial and highlighted the merits of such a system. The comparison between the two
was taken further and good points were made about the public nature of court’s proceedings and also the
private nature of ADR. The candidate drew in the disadvantages of ADR highlighting very well the fact
that decisions may be uncertain using as an example arbitration. ‘...However as the hearings are held in
private, the Arbitrator in Arbitration is less likely to give reasoning to the decision that it reaches. Unlike
the court they are bound by precedent and thus the outcome of the case is more certain...” This is a nice
sophisticated point for an A level candidate to make.

The answer continued by looking at issues such as appeals and also legal aid funding of cases. It was a
very good answer combining both factual detail about the two systems and also some critical comment. It
would have scored even more highly had the candidate discussed the process of trial in a civil court in a
little more detail and mentioned briefly the attempts through the Woolf reforms to reform and modernise
the civil courts system.

Marks awarded 20/25

Candidate B

This short answer started well by identifying some of the alternatives to pursuing a case in court. It then
briefly contrasted litigation in court. The ADR alternatives were correctly identified and some were
developed. However the answer lacked any real discussion of why the courts are ‘the last places that one
would wish to pursue a case’. There was no discussion of such issues as excess formality, delay and
expense. There was some mention of the hierarchy which was credited and this could then have been
developed further. It also failed to identify the possible disadvantages with ADR such as the lack of an
appeal system and proper funding. If this answer had been properly developed and had also included a
more balanced discussion of the two systems it would have scored much higher.

Marks awarded 8/25



Paper 9084/02

| Question 1

(a) The police are called to the scene of a burglary at Fawlty Towers. As they arrive they see Brian
Biggs running away. He is arrested on suspicion of burglary and taken by car to the police station.
On the way, the police ask him what he has done with the stolen property and he replies “...You'll
never find it. | threw it down a drain.’

Explain whether the conversation in the car can be used as evidence in court against Brian Biggs.

[10]

(b) They arrive at the police station at 2.15pm. At 2.30pm, Biggs is seen by the custody officer, who
orders him to be held for questioning. Biggs asks to consult a solicitor but is told that his request will
not be permitted at present, as a Detective Constable wants to interview him immediately.

Discuss whether the treatment given to Biggs at the police station complies with the requirements of
the present law. [10]

(c) Biggs is interviewed under caution. He denies the offence until the Detective Constable tells him
that, if he confesses to the burglary, the custody officer will give him bail. Biggs then admits the
offence and says that he gave the jewellery to a friend.

Discuss whether evidence of his confession can be used at his trial. [10]

(d) To what extent do you think that the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 protects the rights of
those detained and kept in custody? [20]

‘ General Comment

This question was based on a detailed scenario concerning a burglary by a character called Brian Biggs.
In this paper candidates are awarded marks both on their ability to identify the issue and then to
apply the relevant source material from the question paper. The question was split into four parts. The
first part concerned the arrest of the accused and the admissibility of a conversation which took place in
the car as he was driven to the police station. A good answer should correctly identify the relevant
sources from PACE and Code C and then explain why the conversation in the car may be excluded, in
particular because it may constitute evidence that has been unfairly obtained.

The second part of the question relates to the interview at the police station and whether the treatment
given to the accused complied with the law. The main issue here is whether the accused had been given
access to legal advice. The third part concerned an admission by the accused under caution. The
admission was apparently as a result of a promise by the interviewing officer that the accused would be
granted bail. The candidates were expected to refer here to s.76 of PACE and the issue of whether the
promise of bail would be considered oppressive where it resulted in a confession from the accused.
Finally candidates were asked to consider whether PACE protects the rights of anyone detained in
custody. Very good answers should have gone beyond the sections of PACE given in the paper and
looked at PACE in its entirety describing why it was passed and the problems it was trying to address and
finally consider its level of success.

Individual Candidate Response

Candidate A
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Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This candidate wrote long and detailed answers to all parts of the questions. She correctly identified the
sources and applied them very convincingly to the scenarios in parts (a), (b) and (c). The candidate gave
sensible and practical advice in each part using the facts of the question very well. For instance in part (b)
the candidate wrote in connection with the use of legal advice ‘..The right to consult a solicitor can only be
taken away if it is suspected that other suspects may be alerted however there is nothing here to suggest
that the police has other suspects apart from Mr Biggs which is why one can say that his right was taken
away on unfair grounds merely because the Detective Constable wanted to interview him immediately...’
Part (d) was very well written. It looked beyond sections given in the question paper. In particular the
answer started by giving some background to the passage of PACE and considered the reasons why it
was passed — this was used well to show how the 1984 Act has given protection to those detained and
kept in custody.

This was a well written intelligent response showing that the candidate can handle unseen source
material as well as apply material that has been revised and learnt.

Marks awarded 47/50

Candidate B

This candidate incorrectly concluded that the conversation in the car between Brian Biggs and the police
officer could be used as evidence. However in spite of this the candidate did identify correctly section 78
and Code C111 and applied them both quite well. There was some initial confusion shown as to whether
or not the conversation in the car constituted a confession. Part (b) also correctly identified the relevant
section but there was insufficient attempt to develop this part of the answer. A better answer would have
then spent some time considering in what circumstances the accused can be denied the right to consult a
solicitor. Similarly in part (c) the correct section was again correctly identified but there was no attempt to
develop it further giving detail of whether the offer of bail would be considered oppressive, so casting
doubt on the admissibility of the confession. The final part of the answer was very short and lacked detail.
There was little or no attempt to introduce original material and there was little or no attempt to put the
statute into context. This last part only scored 5/20 marks. The answer lost marks through lack of detail
and lack of development of each answer.

Marks awarded 19/50



| Question Two

(a) Mustafa decided to install double-glazing at his house and he chose a local firm ‘Beta Windows’ to
install it. The price for the work, including the windows and other materials and the cost of fitting,
was agreed at £5,000. The work was completed on time and Mustafa was satisfied with it. A few
weeks later he noticed that the frames of the window had begun to rot and there were now some
gaps between the window frames and the walls of the house. Consider whether Mustafa has a claim
against ‘Beta Windows’. [10]

(b) If Mustafa decides to sue ‘Beta Windows’ in which court will the action be heard? Explain, giving
reasons, whether it will be allocated to a ‘fast track hearing’? [10]

(c) Given the provisions of section 4 (5) of the Supply of Goods and Services Act 1982, what claim
would Mustafa have against ‘Beta Windows’ if he used the windows for a different purpose? [10]

(d) Discuss the merits of the current process for hearing cases in the civil system of justice. [20]

‘ General Comment

This question concerned the application of the Supply of Goods and Services Act 1982 to a factual
scenario, concerning defective goods and more widely the merits of the civil court system, particularly in
view of the recent attempts to reform the system as a result of the Woolf recommendations. The facts of
the question concentrated on the supply of double glazing and the rights of a customer where the product
is not satisfactory. In the scenario the double glazing was installed satisfactorily but later the windows
began to rot and gaps appeared between the window frames and the house. The source material related
to the Supply of Goods and Services Act 1982 and three separate sections were given which concerned
implied terms about quality and fitness and implied terms about care and skill.

A good answer to part (a) would apply the correct sections of the 1982 Act. A number of sections and
subsections were relevant here including ss12 and 13 and also section 4(2), 4(2A) and 4(4) and 4(5).

Part (b) expected candidates to briefly explain the civil court system, in particular the small claims
procedure in the county court and the reasons why the case might alternatively be tried under the fast
track procedure in the county court. This part did not require application of source material.

Part (c) concerned an alternative scenario where the applicant had used the windows for an alternative
purpose. A good answer would explain that the 1982 Act is quite clear that even where a different use
has been made by the purchaser then the supplier may still be liable for the defective goods under s.4(5)
SGSA 1982.

A good answer to part (d) should explain fully the problems in the civil system of justice, in particular the
problems that existed before the Woolf reforms such as excessive delays and expense and also
complexity. A very good answer would then explain the reforms made by Woolf and finally address
whether these reforms have addressed the problems within the civil system of justice. A very good
answer would discuss special features such as case management and its benefits. Credit was given for
candidates who discussed the ftrial of civil cases in court but this should be accompanied by some
discussion of the merits of using the courts.



Individual Candidate Responses

Candidate A

2ed| Inthe Suply ob Goods and fenites Ak 1382 , reckon 4/, subseetin 2,
foys Mot uner o g He damsfeor tonsfen e poperty m gosck
m e et o s Moo s o ingld Lok Hot e am’éo yepplied
uder He covlad on o€ sa-hédw\l - The ans-e 5“"‘5{40,'5"\4
Clunl"H wmdiy ek X jubsecton L Ml:)//ucm ﬂ_ﬁ ot st Jd‘/}

S{W\M V-\L Hot ¢ NocskaLpzm__mw Z) f‘ﬂsﬁty_ﬂb%___—
¢ R .

pske ] L ny case a(;mecJ 4 007 £ 5000 4o He lotal bmy fete Wiildac.
Thy I a omgdemble yum ey o g, faddudes Ho prie o He tndeng

end oler wolerals o) He cost ac fobdng & For 4e mél e Jow
sty tberpretabon Mk wou'd mee ressontly Expeete) Ho JaMle -

J
?(aw\j nodl ts M 1 5«4-»&4»:\) 40!4&4 @y Le lud agree? Lv Py Ho
5000 - bovener Mo, windany bﬂéuh_@L_gﬂg.m_&«_mdn_\mLﬁﬂat———_
_ Here wex e 9‘?5 Lo, He hedn £ ol -Hq, n“: gph’“‘, hasse Thiy
Lot reflett Yo Smofoy quidy P D Retle gorses Ll tuslafe.
A b ook m;h\—msh [ o LJnr'B weeks o Huy hwtaﬁa-\wm
ok doe of ancd Sohen He Lolepuden & Ha_ g 2

A
>

ind Mo doe ot nen Oxgl B0ide Mot weder fedhmm 12V sbsectn L,
e, Mot o' oo £ £ e wipy W o (e @ aeos ,-bulrser@b\e&
b yubsedon (1) wap, g Ombout wuéer Ly o Mm(\‘km.lm\
ﬂ@/\'feé‘\"qgowlv: ey - Well Pty h&/{jhfd oule Be;kbw»emwld

ve He zﬁf,'lg 7 &7 tad. q?mJ Dﬂ.%ﬁ_ pace of -'EmO yvs )“Sf“”}j —/

Pe dode 111&% Wads Slnded U, pdans pad al Her (isb~/ ﬂ%, /
bef€ (el maw&h Lt ey gadrs r seden M

/

win@otm (2)- A‘ &“ (ENH r‘“”"“&l JJC/) loe ¢ Mo Q9gmg| \6‘?/*1 Lyaachbs - |




) IE Worlefe  donicey b5 tue Bk Wi, e Coury ol il wost

poleskly G Loviy s aptey beord, A-@FMWH, e allocle|
L berneard _lonns by Mo cange £ L5004

£0590. 7/ ouken thah Y e sall \o_glletin) b it Tignng? T,

N (g as ,..4— ealy wdl Peobt L\M e (m He F it £ £ ol Lo

__AAJ_I;”B&_{L_/KM \gd'ﬁ WMJ,QVS i also He c”\f’ o -Fvny e Jeps
betres, fle lumJ/w fames _an) He wlly of fo b, 0'114-01\ é‘f'-Huef\

T Lo wu G-UJJ-.LW m:ﬁmﬁmkdwfwn»mw
Bebs Mmmm

Vindow "t ’nw'ﬂu— S0 o a{"l&ﬁ’w-ﬂi :JAth it Y %‘fr)

ngrhmeship. Lj(’ed'& WMMJ.\A ey a:,/- T ) th‘}'_b&_ﬂ»_ua.la&c’_

mte dar On b & fal oq Muskhs Gne g ‘? dg%hi:&g_.,.J
cese, &wvde ry Gebx Widos L pucletc bvnelf He Jdsdat J,\»tévn,ar,.yu—

«L \ I+ Ky
~r

#ﬁkr%wwm‘ as e s Al swownqq et e ferde

M MM«U’)N? Not He (b(-jm do ~ornashe "\Me(‘fk)ﬁ:m (V"'"G«.J e - Tl

m%—%jm Hot He (st
o oy beatra_ichod henlely oot Cour fers tall |

leey w.JI_ (bres (»‘tzﬁdz\/\/)‘v&ws éﬂLﬂ:ﬁ)L,eQ_ksLLj + e 6%) v loser

Mo Mo el HM[\SMJ/MM}/““S*'«H @%
_L%ﬁgﬂa.\_‘_\éd'_:t__mgb‘_f_\w_@s! ad te L":}r%t; we

Jo |

cwitled b5 o) Mudets Gull ol poim i of e Gt o) Loges fep

o Le s He g (@ye.




ek W circasion () ol He Spy & fd ond Servke, Ady/382 e vhap

e MWRT = s an inple) (anddon Hat M(’m&.’a MJ&LW

Qe rEﬂ-so\anLu £ 4’4““'9*' p0p ey a M'k4

= N )U-b\'* mJS‘ afe cmﬁmln Sef I vechor U Suds el (4 (heley

m{— s @ T gfioe Mm:!:r “ mm(wﬂa tensr ol gmls Ha

4ronseber  fBasfers Mmﬂerh M qwé-, M He P o busnggs uad Mo

mm,mm oxmh m*‘-v Mpliiadns  ssbes boan do Ho_Hznsbern

e

Clm f"\J"H(-tllx' Mﬁ.ﬁf \Jml. -
e Us bete W-vrl-s Lo Ve M Lenalorer  potefa ‘“#4‘1 C3]4)) m

Mot Mately o trform Pede Wiandess GF_gq_ﬁ_r-HmlN‘ foe G L,L»I

#MML%_AMM“MMM,MM m!zr*udm,tgaﬁ
Hat fe gords supplied vodr Ha,rnw&%w proshete &) ke Windnos ' Uot

Ao ﬁ()‘t’o (/H’{__Wm} LAS I\mﬂr&b# '54‘ Heot M% A {g;nc# M

aawem b Sedom 1 ;[“H’.nllu Beke Widag 0 wibjetied 4o as bled Hor

Mﬂ«umﬁﬁkﬁ;ﬁlﬂg_ﬁ% shadd be carmed ak 1uth (essoudd
/

| e (il [heredre_Qvex Muwie —'Q‘#"H—lvt—‘ﬁ“*ﬂ-ﬂl—‘! would Low &
’tﬁﬁm\fﬁc}« LM%L&MMJ—MWIM“%M ke

c J

oideld phad be () sbimey

tﬂt‘*ﬂ Wi dha s s 'H“"" ,ﬂqf?%.e

15




¢ Mwmrﬁ%&pw&qm/mmaﬁlhﬁenﬁmw 3 o
__,‘e-b—&&‘ beed . (he mo(‘d m betore oot J.eiaq wes 6 stubstusyees

f/"n\r—\-,“"l He Mmkm’!dh 1 evbe Sygen. Tl J-elﬂq cﬂceqmaa;,__

adde 2 e U‘th(/fnl-.\th £ HLfmn{r a_ceart goe m_,_ﬂg,@_&g‘
pare. (b ofe g tded TN T 7 = -
On top A-that W«;r:,f_;m e It o'é/a’ spall clonay roels tnag
by wp o Stoos. Thy by, fle we u-ﬁ-HuL fmdcwﬁ Hgag are
bs fnd Q@ daop aad ot Loy JFMM' #1000
Scsides that, acasn HE Bddon | dottd vdry wbr efe supped
+ ald Unrepresende / L‘-kymy fpeld e-(— (.lg-a_‘{-’idu aad Lest frde Geyoy
are b f‘f-nil» ton & Lepful ﬁﬁquL. Won & O mmdvey 4 Soraess He offar—
L:fknaai- w“ufr‘ he i « c’f‘}f«‘Jquc. MMMJJLW bifhnot fhe Ldﬂ
f#-ﬂw Judge L emo\na fe [-“Had"‘. ma/% H"ﬁaad“ Lag ibam §IM_:=_L_!.—.
o, of Ladnaing fatn bt ‘1[)6 5%/ Hoot H‘:}d-vh R "6‘('}» veplaete)

387% s
iy lawen boe oty (S 9.
_\MJ&?AJMT'M&]_M‘L_@ ackog . ¥le.

Mol mbﬂlg_)as Theq GJL_MQ&QJ b bt e 'wmﬁ‘f\t an. @5 wey |
abg prvided (o Mol ‘Wim o baves bundlp rhnLLc,(W Carey.

Thy euwes a [,4{%4_4” he  Jble 4o c@dm ML/A.,.A( M e Coe
Gt gﬂg}mtus dom o (leorer e CW;U shend.

oh 'F-p U‘F"‘\-@“"A‘vuﬂl-w He thmn, Mo [yt A %/ul/cb«-qwl"—vks
At Mol by S50V mm \Qd—{n‘l« (tres fn S5O0 . Ltgaehs Ve an,
Latle, 4 W;Lmd—ra.q Under $U590 s a4 eyl Gad d.,e,;@ oy
Twr!atsm—aLss Mm%.w#wug - T

ot
Lr,-l-'Hnj k:m-l-ksigu“ $ Horr gggs fo _Aigtavie “{,b; oady A ACovts

ﬂ‘? we_ albe able b aalyce flo sssuts of (e e wd jedald) packs Loplos

e attedae b fhgas, Morosr ldopds o des sn tooy Criningen o

gt b aflenoni APV, (e sdidy  bv aar) sees Lo l.e,-r/a h‘ﬁmtlu
_&*&Lﬁd—_ﬂ&_@mn#%m@« 1M4¢'+h_.‘«mmm‘)
Loy ds uanugj%_gﬂts_gu’, Ceduies He /ﬁ-{ 66\011}4 (onrt hla-d;
ersee ey v M, [ 5 willom suﬂms_,_k%,_#ﬂ,.‘
B ey  spall ey drd oy ye g&“ﬁwh?e-ﬂu as B e e
thop fov- oth belw 30 - Howewer  alne L‘#jaah weid aee) h
floy ok fees - F—~—ta. h te frow  spall  dainy dnik costs,




'—Mm wtfa‘obe,i"hmbm mwm ts M‘\(‘Lw‘“ trre - Hrovesr f

MM&QI/J{'%LMMHQMWM udwl'}'-benw‘-m

ditsar mb o Jr\a.l.mlo:e Legsl wd §oard pmided %ﬁmi%m&mg

o liged cameet dom bages beer wdor A oy bz enpar Sootr e

pﬂu’w_&j{,fsm Mcaoawtﬁ At _lamn, M&ﬁr@é&lw by
leanen- /[

J
e, (rnenl on %%Wcm/w bt fro Soue ag frall dag

v +
] gtk eyt hons luigl @l N WJC& &-H.QLM . Has hll'.“&F’"deu

Mmirpme Heoo wot o & clavs a4 quc.m wadd sted fo poey b revic ,(—g,, lm

““l’“d"wl Her Mer nm) Lo & well - Fash e cmey oA m,hktbﬁf‘ﬁ\mh{'

_é.wmmwmhmm%dfwwkﬁm

fr wdee Ui dads

Ln o avdd sk @e o N olur bod mtxm.a%;ukgk,m

Ju“\p} wih  cagey UM defurmons  gns Gegleard mattes uprfee é;‘/‘[‘m
oo Huan  FI15900 7 fo Jerdd gt fees ae en expsvece ard (o fogp

e ol ufﬂ-m L ;;\4-!"\10 Can ¥ Guie £ well” Fhce. 4 case

1A carded sa uhie Wil ol Jeede W dmel Mo case will wie & ot

W alen  jemtines  fotmgfe~ &mmwﬁ vt ML{?RLMJ—%

o Vit s b*'qw":ca..um Leler tr ae o drade loer et §FcoNe

23t |mn\-¢r Hayw He iy oﬁmz;ﬂ wslved . Moo dan

A—‘s & _(pdmpeom w'/'wﬂ“w- sysben > MMBW M espeie
altar -t rudesally s s 4828 Foys e Seen sturltred %)4 st
Anetalley, aud Soa Gy o wie b alitreme stlh-u_
Cenbd®s o for g leds  odvertend and (ta1 ¢ r#’ji“*""‘ Furlengs U

ol usten o jusble ry gl wled p e quu T tark g Ergleng, kot

fre Ure cf Lerds MMHP_W"F Llla-e) I.J-I»u M‘F'A'Mﬂﬂl ?L
s O 1 J,u,nquw Gad l—wcmm it € Lang Lhah o8 ifasmed

fom e Sdey onl pmmm Jearioryg f#pm R VNP 1l S e )

s flexde wag\n & agfeels b it eerto, eunssgh W‘}fh ;‘\é‘tml MI- .

13



Candidate B

@] T avder o wake syce  Muglofa con success  tw g

downnaacnsk  © Bera Windows ” Sur('.l)/%u/ga\p\% ot

Coogde ond Services Nekx V922 coan e used becquse

‘Borea Wndows ~ Sold the wwndgus owmd  other  makeriod

Yo Mustader | so theve (& awn im{‘a\fe’d condition Haak
He aqaods SUDQ\\'Q/d onder Yhe conoct ove oF
WJ L\

Scﬁ'\‘%atko\/\ﬁ qvuwt;)(‘f‘]' Residos . Mustafa covn  also use

Mae 93 Supply o Goods and Servicee Actk 1982 Yo

. - e
jushify Yo claiwa . Undec pk%\n = comvract for e

D
cupply, o A cevvice  where © Reto Wwndows IS
L)

N

kot coorse 9% o bosinesS | dweve IS 9n implied
\] L4 1]

fern o “Redo Windaws  will conrriy ooy Ywe sewrvice

Wit reasonele cove ond  skill . Beka Windows ~ had

xeached Lo cection wmentoned albove oy ‘SUPP\%Wﬁ%

Pre Grawne of window Haak \roe%u\ﬁ fo vot aller few

weeks Hwe ond also Sowe Qerds betweenn e windowe

Seamnes and  bhe wall . /

v

BO%,‘BQ}@\ U\)i\ndowg‘j COMN dﬁ@e"\d *L-emsef\res ‘03 us;‘ﬂg

su (an) . Pleording  do the gechion , Mostala’s clann
~d

i eight Coil hecause under Hre ceckion . (& Fhne

adods ove  of sc&i‘a-‘?qc}'ov%‘ %Udl”’\*, and weed The
[}

stondend tWakr o edasownalgle  2exson  wouvld vegord gg
¥ N

SabsCackavy | Yokog account of oy descrrplion of  Yhe
~ =) L
uoeds |, Phe pece (6 relevont ) and oMl the other

refevank  Corcomekances . When the work was  cowpleted

o e and  Mostalan was sobisFy ik v Prie vreduces

Pre chonces o dotwn Lor Mystofa.




() TI¢ Mousiofe decides 4o cue Reie Windgws e he.

should sue ot dwe hribonal | e infeviov coorl .

The remseow -('cav SURAVC, N Frivvuwnal wviclydes  Hhe cosh.
~ L Y

-~

Por aivil case ke s |, suevwiey i & couvk s
J

Iad
MOYR Q,ypgmgwe & com\pavc& Ja o -hm‘l.ovvxo\i \ becouse

N o Sovrwal couvk | ot powtres have Yo hive
)

o lawyer oawnd s would ayeatly verease dhe

cost ofF settlwng Mnis case . Unlike dvibunal | evewn
J

tribwied s ewn lmm nFerviov souvk  ov hiddeam couvk ,

W+ doesnit Cequites o (e,eacu( V\Q/EDW&WJ’Q)#NG so

e cost of SQ,J(‘"[‘V\Q -H/H‘s CAS e g muc_,]-f\ NACNE
J

cheemen |

Qem‘deg ’;g Mus Yoo \Of‘ivxc, ‘H/\\‘s Case, ~Lg o .Porwxoxl

covrt e would Fovnd bak e case will need

on lovaey diwe Lo be L\QQ}N‘& . Twis ¢ bm& For Mustale.

because evew Livmiener Pwis cage Lo o fovwed  Courd
LN

the dcwquq“ai would e mmove . bbuk  whak Mustala

neede o deo s c‘n&que the wmdotwe frawies O,ur‘okal\\?

174
Lor bhis convivviemce . Thevelove . cdaoosivig o +Hribuned
N
wlaicln ovxhé ce)vw\‘nem;o»(fe, lesser awvwount of Jazma%es

would be bedlen for Mustafo. v dhis coee.

T conclusidn . choostma to cede the caase v o
\J

ibownad Y3 o ¢ Last vacdl \/\eow*\mc;\) cCovpave \\fo
A

\J

aoYhev QOV‘W\&L cuuvlts.

<




(<]

% Moustedd uvsed Yhwe  juindows for o differen} puvptse

NG T SL\LS} A\n& C.;Up{‘?'lu 0% CGouds  cnnd g‘?ﬂ“vfcgt Q’Dl-
v N

19832 . MustePo ¢ sl envilled Yo o coogonable

quobita 88 ogeds | ot window Croomigs  eave OQ:MM&V\L-\\AJ
7 ) =

subphied . Eme For o lany person y wividdow Srawmes
L) bl n

ave lih@k% Yo be decovedkion luk ayhe for Muskafa |

* has  oYher pureotses . e (s sHUL olle Yo clawm
11 Y

Leown © Reto, Wrndows * because Yooy cve l,l‘:r‘c.-vfdmg

Lol e,‘;Jf:LL?#% Mmedovicks for  Mustafo wWwredn couvses bhe,
Crovves vok tn Loy weeks ©f dnwe n fock % cheuld

lagd longer For he awvaoint Phoad myshafe, paaid, LT0%0.

Besides | Musloba con cloim (o Bamages wiger  SHud of

' Su??\\_j e CGreeds owd Sevuviceg Aok 198 . wheve SIS

\mmeon oo €5 where undex o controck for Yee bvomgfer of
|

%mds (grames ) e drowsfever { Bete Windaws ) frowsters

e \Jml‘aaf¥% fnn the coirse of ‘buswess and e dronsterves

expressia ov implicadion nokes knouun Yo the fronsferov G
S ;

g perbicdtar puvpose For wiel~ tue qeoeds ave bewg
hd ‘ T =r

Py

oequived.

—

v’

W\



d) ’T\qe,ve O\\ne werneys of serl/W\m dmos  CASQS . SUCA as

\ov-w\o\ & CQSQS o Hie <ivil SMS*’E‘/V‘/‘ of yuskrce . cwil
Coux¥ oy U*"'\Qﬂt‘ Mbepnotere  dispure vesolubiowns ,sodh o
T ounals , aroritradion cnd Sbwers .

=
Feowe=owre,
TS bPre cuvvent process for \neow-;v,g coses
Hre W= il systewn of \US\'\ce, the werivs itwcludes
e  held would loe Pred‘ e uc “ne, Dae bMdm% loww of
Judiciad %_preceﬁe,& Whew the vesull g
w@d\c %\e \\’\we Plovntite ov  defewndant Would e wove

cow%de/wl— hecause We,(e"ﬁ C‘ALV‘eO\d\,\’A kvew the leld.

Besides | sedtlewent i o cawvil cowl would \‘ke\q
wiake, Hae tosmg pow!—u\ 44 cumpamsofe wiove . The v*od—ww\cde
for Pnis i3 lgeeenwte T dmms dho conse is b\rovg\,\,\{. 40 cthey
Arevinchue dispute Cesolvlons , the cwount & connpensedion

is vevry liwvvired (nlike couvk whicnh  cawn  held o hgler
N U

VoI

Aho%\ne\r et of sellivg,  disputes n o ol couvd
\, A

is Tre ex\‘:seﬂﬂ‘se, M A il courk. Tudaes who siks M oA

civil courk Usv%&ku {s \QO\G/\MU\ quoutr%eé Rersow . T\neb\ Nenve,
Lokken leqe\L (AV\QM)\%&ne ce)\mpowecj Yo those \)uclo‘)e,g
who do t/\olr howe (e«ch Q\iucut\‘?rccv{'\'ov\- Thevelove R se4H vy

the cuse W A owvil sy sleaan 1% \‘\/S*‘\‘Ce s muveWn pagve,
~ J

o J(’(@‘(‘ .

y

/ Even #\novq\\l\r\ sowe of Yhe gbacl‘alcz saard thod casec

seblle (v & awil couvd s NV Y slew SOV powe Lo

a\kevnadive  dispure vesclutions . iF is still o wiewib,
\ 7

eeeose——t- T5 i} (‘vossi\/a\e, Lo a \)'Ud::e, o wole o




blank

decision covvrecklu & e wneeds Yo Judae r Loy Twe
AnSUWEN g deﬁ-‘mo&&xﬁ G, becouse judges neede e
o Bavle of o belter avd Fowr judgemertr . Se . % ig

ocn aduonkage oF takne lewaer fhwe for the \‘*Q’CW"“%-
] \] ]

One  pove wWaavTY Ler il slﬁs-\fe\m of J\JS\"‘TCQ is e

D\??@,Ql&v\l( systevn. T e case g jUdCﬁ&d v o cavil

coort | ownu pedk  wine g vﬂ'hcxgan'% Lo oh@ﬂ&mcﬁe i+
~J 1 ] L

Yo o \Wigher cowrk | os exvowple frowa e high courk
to_ Yee Courk of Aghecd. Unlike calbeynadive, vesaluhions

e once Yhe cose g heard Yheve | parkreg wrust occepd

T . b]
-\'\ne, \(\Qld cawe_v\ \}‘)k\li -Hnose. \Clg VYV T ludc».ve, -

' X theve, gme _isadyounb p o Juswig
L.O»'%’r\)\\l RVEM owre 3TV TOes N
Civil Syskewn of juskice o ook i is skl beder to heew

Pae case i Mae awil courd becouse He wreviks gewms

Yo ye Swer—igaidma. wAove .

Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This candidate addressed each section in detail and showed a good overall grasp of the civil system of
justice. Part (a) correctly identified some of the source material in particular sections 4(2) and (2A) and
s.12. There was some discussion of the various rules of interpretation of statutes and this rather detracted
from the real issue which was the application of the statute to the facts of the scenario. Part (b) was a
very good answer as it focussed well on the county court and its role. It explained the use of fast track
hearings and why it may be appropriate here. There was a real attempt to consider the facts of the
question in order to decide which court would be appropriate. Part (c) was very well argued showing a
good understanding of the source material and the liability which the 1982 Act places on a supplier.
Finally part (d) was a very good analysis of the civil court system. It showed an excellent grasp of the way
cases are conducted in the civil courts. The Woolf reforms were known and understood. There were
useful comments on the improvements that the Woolf reforms have brought. The last paragraph
highlighted these well.

Marks awarded 42/50



Candidate B

The first part of this answer was very good. The candidate correctly identified the sections and applied
them well to the factual scenario. There was a good reference to a possible defence that the suppliers
could have used. The second part of the answer was less good because the candidate here did not
correctly identify the court in which this case should be tried and instead considered the use of a tribunal
which would not be appropriate here. Part (c) was also well answered with good use of the relevant
section and application of this section to the facts. Some understanding of the civil courts was shown in
part (d) but this was thin and lacked detail. There was no reference to the Woolf reforms and the
problems that the reforms tried to address. The answer lost marks through lack of detail and failure to
develop the points made.

Marks awarded 21/50



Paper 9084/03 Law of Contract

| Question 1 |

In Gibson v Manchester City Council (1979), Lord Denning expressed a view that in determining whether
a contract was formed, the court should look at all the negotiations between the parties, rather than
simply at offer and acceptance.

Evaluate the arguments for and against the view expressed in this case by Lord Denning. [25]

| General Comment |

A good answer to this question will demonstrate sound knowledge and understanding of the principles of
law that govern the formation of contracts. It will examine the traditional role of offer and acceptance in
that process and will explain that there are many contracts that do not fall neatly into concepts of offer
and acceptance and that it is in this context that Denning spoke out in the Gibson case and go on to
identify the arguments for and against his view. A knowledge base that explores intention, true consent
and respective bargaining strengths will be combined with a sustained evaluation of relative strengths of
those arguments.

Individual Candidate Response
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| Examiner Comment

Candidate A

The candidate demonstrates a basic understanding of some of the factors relevant to the formation of
valid contracts and has a rudimentary knowledge of the facts in the Gibson case.

An attempt is made to distinguish between bilateral and unilateral contracts and to introduce the
significant concept of intention, but the approach tends to be somewhat superficial and descriptive rather
than demonstrating any real attempt to explain the rules and to evaluate why they exist. Whilst the
candidate attempts to use case law to illustrate points raised, there is no indication that the candidate
actually understands how the cases actually substantiate the points raised.

Overall, the candidate attempts to introduce material across the range of potential content, but it is weak
and certainly fails to really confront the question raised and consequently no real evaluation or conclusion
emerges.

Marks awarded 7/25

Candidate B

This candidate offers a slightly more developed response than the one provided by Candidate A, offering
a more detailed analysis of the rules relating to offer and acceptance. Consideration is introduced as a
key factor in the formation of valid contracts and the depth of coverage of it and intention is about right for
a question of this type. However the candidate could have introduced and explored the concept of
consent as a requirement of valid contracts too. The main issue, however is that what the candidate
knows has not really been used to properly address the question posed and thus no clear conclusion
could emerge.

Overall, the candidate has presented a limited explanation of the issues required of the answer, but
superficiality and lack of real focus results in the answer being not fully rounded.

Marks awarded 13/25




| Question 2 |

Innocent parties to a breach of contract are entitled to such damages as will put them in the position that
they would have been in if the contract had been performed.

Using case law to support your arguments, analyse the extent to which this statement can be
substantiated. [25]

| General Comment |

The question requires the candidate to demonstrate a sound understanding of a claimant’s entitlement to
a remedy of damages and of the limitations placed on such awards. A good response will explain the
entitlement and then explore causation, remoteness of damage and mitigation as limitations on claimants.
The main focus of the answer should be the analysis of relevant case law, in the light of claimant rights
and limitations to claims with the view to drawing a clear conclusion as regards the proposition offered by
the question.

| Individual Candidate Response

Candidate A
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| Examiner Comment

Candidate A

The answer begins well by outlining briefly a complainant’s right to damages at Common Law and of their
likely measure. The response then explores some of the circumstances when damages might be
considered an appropriate remedy, but the candidate only mentions two decided cases throughout and
doesn’t look at them in any detail, so no real conclusion can be drawn as regards the actual question set.
Reference to the limitation imposed by remoteness of damage (or reasonable foresight) is simply not
sufficiently developed. While this material makes a useful contribution to answering the question, the
candidate would have gained more credit by broadening the discussion into other relevant areas,
including causation and mitigation

Overall, the candidate has adopted an approach in which there is concentration on explanation in terms
of facts presented rather than through the development and explanation of legal principles and rules.
Analysis is practically non-existent.

Marks awarded 7/25

Candidate B

This candidate offers a very full response and has made a gallant attempt to use the knowledge base to
answer the question set. The answer would benefit greatly from a lengthier introduction in which a
claimant’s right to damages and the possible measure of them would have set the detailed discussion of
limitations on awards in far better context. The candidate deals competently with some sophisticated
material but terms used are not always fully explained and reasons for the decisions in some of the
illustrative case law have not been fully explored and explained. The question did not call for any
discussion of equitable remedies and thus should have been omitted.

Overall, a very competent answer that presents a full and detailed of the issues.

Marks awarded 17/25

| Question 3 |

Critically assess the extent to which the doctrine of equitable or promissory estoppel prevents parties to a
contract from enforcing their rights under it. [25]

| General Comment |

The question requires the candidate to explain that the doctrine of promissory estoppel is an equitable
doctrine introduced by the High Trees Case as a means of mitigating undue hardship (at least
temporarily) that would result from the strict application of the rules of consideration in the law of contract.
The rule itself should be stated and explained and candidates should then, using relevant case law,
assess the situations in which the doctrine does not apply.

| Individual Candidate Response

Candidate A
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| Examiner Comment

Candidate A

The candidate has attempted a response based entirely upon general principles of equity — no delay and
clean hands — and the candidate has been rewarded accordingly. However, apart from a cursory
discussion of the case of D&C Builders, the candidate fails to even identify, let alone critically assess,
either the circumstances under which the doctrine is applicable or what the effects of the doctrine are
and/or what limitations there actually are on its application.

In summary, the candidate begins to indicate some capacity for explanation and analysis by introducing
some of the issues, but explanations are limited and superficial and no conclusion emerges in response
to the question posed.

Marks awarded 8/25

Candidate B

The candidate starts with a very superficial and weak introduction which ought to contextualise the
remainder of the answer in which the candidate clearly demonstrates a very sound knowledge of the
limitations to the doctrine and their application; there has been a misinterpretation of the balance required
in the response to this question. This response could have been improved quite dramatically had the
introductory paragraphs focussed in some detail on the function of consideration in the law of contract,
the Rule in Pinnel's case and the strict application of the Common Law, in order to fully contextualise
what was to follow. The limitations have been appropriately identified, illustrated and criticised throughout
even if somewhat superficially from time to time.

Marks awarded 16/25

| Question 4

A1 Wines in England receive a fax from Down Under Winery in Australia offering to sell 500 cases of red
wine at a discount of 30% off the usual price of £20 per case. It states that orders must be placed without
delay as stocks are selling quickly. A1 Wines send a fax immediately, ordering all 500 cases offered and
asking for confirmation of receipt. Due to international time differences, the fax arrives at Down Under
Winery after the office is closed. When the office re-opens the following morning the fax gets mistakenly
thrown away. By the time the mistake is discovered, all the special price wine has been sold to other
buyers.

Using case law, advise the parties concerned whether a valid contract was formed. [25]

| General Comment |

The question requires the candidate to demonstrate a sound understanding of the principles of law
relating to the formation of contract and to offer and acceptance in particular. A good response might
explore briefly the need for a definite expression of willingness to contract (a firm offer) but will then focus
on the rules relating to the acceptance of offers and in particular to those relating to communication of
acceptance. The posting rule would be analysed and conclusions drawn regarding whether or not it might
apply to faxed communications. Case law will be examined and a clear, compelling conclusion will be
drawn.
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Examiner Comment

Candidate A

The candidate gets off to a good start with a clear concise explanation of how a legally binding contract is
formed. The response then develops into a clear concise analysis of key principles, but no attempt is
really made to contextualise them and they are certainly not dealt with in sufficient depth to warrant marks
in a higher band. The candidate assumes that an offer has been made by the Down Under Winery; there
is no debate here. The reader is left to try and glean the rules relating to communication of acceptance by
reading between the lines, rather than from brief unambiguous statements. The notion of instantaneous
and non-instantaneous communication is merely hinted at and not expanded upon. This candidate
clearly deserved to achieve at least a pass mark for this response, but although the candidate has
acquired the skill of selecting appropriate material to include and of presenting a clear logical legal
argument, much of the response needed to be deeper to ensure that a full understanding of the principles
is demonstrated.

In summary, the candidate begins to indicate some capacity for explanation and analysis by introducing
some of the issues, but explanations are limited.

Marks awarded 9/25



Candidate B

This candidate has produced a very solid analysis of the scenario and has demonstrated an excellent skill
level in producing a very logical argument in support of the eventual conclusion drawn. Whilst the
candidate is not secure regarding the application of the posting rule in this particular context such
misdemeanours can be overlooked when the analysis of it and of the implications of international time
differences and of the lost fax communication are dealt with assuredly and with a very sound knowledge
base. Legal rules have been clearly stated throughout and their application to the scenario is generally
secure, broadly accurate and the analysis is completed to an appropriate depth and conclusions have
been presented clearly and are well-supported by meaningful reference to case law.

Marks awarded 17/25

[ Question 5

Maria sets up her own weaving business. She asks Pablo, a carpenter, to build her a workshop. They
negotiate a price of £10,000 for the job and Pablo promises to have it finished by 31 August. The work
gets delayed because of raw material delivery problems and Pablo doesn't finish it until 15 October.

As a consequence of this delay, Maria experiences a loss of profit from general weaving contracts that
had to be cancelled between 31 August and 15 October. She also loses a special contract to weave
blankets as a wedding gift for a member of the British Royal Family and suffers considerable mental
distress caused by being unable to get her business running properly until 15 October.

Consider whether Pablo is liable in contract for the losses sustained by Maria. [25]

| General Comment |

The anticipated focus of this question is the issue of causation, remoteness of damage and mitigation,
and candidates should be able to demonstrate a sound knowledge base, to apply those principles to the
problems raised by the scenario in a succinct but meaningful way and to draw clear compelling
conclusions. Assuming that terms had been communicated and that Pablo was indeed in breach, the
main issue is the extent to which Pablo might be held liable for the consequential losses sustained by
Maria. Candidates should identify damages as the principal remedy for breach of contract and explain
that their aim is to compensate for losses that result from not receiving the performance that was
bargained for. The issue here would seem to revolve around whether any of the limitations would be
applicable to the facts of this case or whether Pablo would simply be liable for the losses that Maria has
allegedly sustained.

Individual Candidate Response

Candidate A
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| Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This response starts off very poorly. The introduction to breach of contract is extremely weak and almost
totally lacking reference to true legal principle. The candidate would have done better to focus on a
proper definition of what amounts to a breach of contractual terms and to illustrate with a simple example.
The candidate attempts to introduce the concept of pure economic loss, but there is neither depth nor
breadth of discussion and analysis, and conclusions drawn are weak. This candidate has not acquired
and developed the necessary skills and has failed to do any sort of justice to this question.

Marks awarded 8/25

Candidate B

This candidate introduces the topic of breach and damages clearly and contextualises the remainder of
the answer. Causation and remoteness are addressed in some detail and the candidate appropriately
addresses both foreseeable and special losses. Points raised are suitably illustrated by case law
reference and the relevance of cases is briefly explained. In short, the candidate has, in this instance,
demonstrated a high level of skills of analysis, application and presentation in producing an argument and
conclusion which are logical, cohesive and succinct.

Marks awarded 17/25

[ Question 6

Leroy inherits an antique cricket bat once owned by a famous West Indian cricketer. He decides to sell it,
so advertises it for sale in the magazine, Cricket World. Marlon sees the advert, contacts Leroy and
arranges to meet him. At their meeting, a price is agreed for the cricket bat and Marlon attempts to give
him a cheque in payment. Leroy tells Marlon that he would prefer payment in cash. Marlon then
pretends that his name is Ritchie and expresses amazement that Leroy hasn’t recognized him as a
cricket commentator on satellite television. He produces several pieces of identification with Ritchie’s
name on it and shows them to Leroy who agrees to accept payment by cheque.

Two weeks later, a letter arrives from the bank, saying that the cheque has been dishonoured. Leroy is
unable to trace Marlon, but is fortunate to see the antique bat for sale in the window of a shop owned by
Maisie. He enters the shop, but despite his explanation, Maisie refuses to hand the cricket bat over to
Leroy, saying that she had paid a fair price for it to someone who was leaving the country.

Using case law, advise Leroy and Maisie of their respective rights with regard to the ownership of the
antique cricket bat. [25]

| General Comment |

The question requires the candidate to demonstrate a sound understanding of the rules that determine
the passing of property in goods as a consequence of contracts induced by fraudulent misrepresentation
and by operative mistake. A good response will not deal with these two concepts in detail, but will rather
show evidence of the selection of sufficient and appropriate material to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding, and then focus fully on the effects on the ownership of the cricket bat in each case. The
relationship between operative mistake and fraudulent misrepresentation as potentially successful
courses of action should be explored. Skills of analysis, application and presentation are of paramount
importance to answering this question effectively.

Individual Candidate Response
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Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This candidate has made the cardinal error of starting straight in to apply legal principle without any
introduction which contextualises the scenario and then goes on to explain the legal principles relevant to
the scenario set. The candidate has chosen to respond to the scenario solely on the rules relating to
mistake in contract and has omitted to look at fraudulent misrepresentation at all. The general rule that
mistakes do not invalidate contracts should have been highlighted and the different types of operative
mistake at least identified before launching into unilateral mistake as to the identity. The response is,
however, logically presented and quite well supported by reference to case law even if fairly superficial
throughout.

In essence, this candidate has started to indicate some capacity for explanation and analysis by
introducing some of the issues, but explanations are limited and superficial.

Marks awarded 9/25

Candidate B

Fraudulent misrepresentation, operative unilateral mistake and their respective effects in law are all
addressed and illustrated by appropriate case law: it is clear that this candidate has a good grasp of how
the relevant principles would apply in this scenario. The candidate would have gained more marks if the
response had been appropriately structured before writing the answer and had thus been structured in a
more logical sequence and thus demonstrated a fuller understanding of the relationship of mistake and
misrepresentation in this sort of situation. It would have been better had the candidate dealt with
fraudulent misrepresentation and the nemo dat rule first and concluded that that course of action would
get the claimant nowhere before launching into an analysis of unilateral mistake which, if established,
would render the contract void.

Marks awarded 18/25



Paper 9084/04 Tort Law

| Question 1 |

“Bystanders who have no relationship with the primary victims of an accident are very unlikely ever to be
able to sue successfully for psychiatric injury experienced as a result.” (Elliott & Quinn: Tort Law, 2003)

With reference to relevant case law, discuss the limitations imposed by the courts in instances of nervous
shock sustained by secondary victims. [25]

| General Comment |

A good response to this question will probably set the issue in context by explaining the historical
reluctance of the courts to accept psychiatric injury or nervous shock as a head of damage in negligence
claims for fear of the floodgates opening and the courts being deluged by claims. This might be followed
by an explanation of the concept of nervous shock: genuine psychiatric iliness or injury required. The
distinction between primary and secondary victims of acts of negligence should then be clearly, but
briefly, explained. The response will then develop into a clear, but concise, explanation of the limitations
of proximity in terms of time, space and relationship followed by a discussion of their application in
decided cases.

| Individual Candidate Response

Candidate A
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Candidate B
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| Examiner Comment |

Candidate A

This candidate is clearly capable of more than delivered in response to this question. The candidate
opens promisingly with a definition of nervous shock (psychiatric iliness), but the definition given is weak.
The material selected by the candidate is appropriate and is clearly and logically presented and primary
and secondary victims are identified, but the response is largely descriptive rather than discursive.
Description of appropriate case law does not remedy the situation.

Marks awarded 9/25

Candidate B

This response opens with a very positive and full definition of nervous shock. Basic elements of the tort
of negligence are discussed and primary and secondary victims of negligence are clearly distinguished.
The candidate then proceeds to provide both a clear and concise explanation and discussion of the
limitations of proximity, space and relationship. This candidate demonstrates well developed skills of
selection, logical application and presentation.

Marks awarded 17/25

| Question 2 |

‘The tort of nuisance sets out to protect the right to use and enjoy land without interference from others
and to balance such rights between neighbours.’
Critically assess the extent to which you consider that this aim is achieved. [25]

| General Comment |

A good answer to this question will involve an analysis of the elements of the tort of private nuisance,
namely indirect interference, reasonableness of actions and of the extent to which interests are balanced
by taking into account the complainant’s sensitivity, locality and duration of the alleged tort, and the extent
to which some sort of damage needs to be caused.

The response will also consider the extent to which available defences (such as prescription and consent)
and remedies (such as damages, injunction and abatement) enable the aim of balance to be achieved.



| Individual Candidate Response

Candidate A
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Candidate B










Examiner Comment |

Candidate A

This candidate has produced a narrow and mainly descriptive response to a question expecting at least a
degree of analysis in the answer. This candidate has fallen into the trap of failing to select appropriate
detail from their knowledge base. It is not deemed appropriate to discuss public nuisance in response to
this question except as a passing reference. In the context of private nuisance, the candidate does raise
some valid points, but the candidate hasn’t really used them in a way appropriate to answer the question
actually posed.

Marks awarded 9/25

Candidate B

The candidate presents a detailed explanation and discussion of all areas of relevant law and, although
there may be some imbalance, a coherent explanation emerges. Private nuisance is clearly defined and
a detailed analysis of the components of the tort of private nuisance is provided. Appropriate legal
principle is selected, used to formulate an answer to the actual question posed and supported by
reference to case law throughout. The necessary skills have been well honed and a well-rounded,
balanced and meaningful response has resulted.

Marks awarded 20/25



| Question 3 |

Critically analyse the protection offered by the tort of trespass to the person and its impact on personal
freedom. [25]

| General Comment |

Trespass to the person has now lost most of its significance in litigation in respect of personal injury and
today arises mostly in the area of civil liberties, often associated with allegations of improper police
conduct with regard to interference with freedom of movement. A good response will identify trespass to
the person, in the form of false or wrongful imprisonment, and define it as the unlawful prevention of
another from exercising their freedom of movement. The candidate will analyse the components of the
tort, viz. imprisonment as in a total deprivation of the ability to move in any direction, a deliberate, positive
act as opposed to a careless one, knowledge of detention, the mental element and the possible defences.

| Individual Candidate Response |
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| Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This response is a prime example of one from a candidate who has learnt basic rules and can provide a
basic explanation of them but has almost totally failed to use that knowledge to actually answer the
question posed. This candidate has produced a basic description of the elements of the tort of trespass,
but critical analysis in even the most basic form is totally lacking.

Marks awarded 8/25



Candidate B

This candidate has produced a very detailed description of assault, battery and false imprisonment and
has illustrated the principles with copious case law references. Whilst true critical analysis is somewhat
limited, the candidate at least starts to introduce areas of contention such as powers of arrest and
interference with freedom of movement. The response could have been further improved if the candidate
had explored the relationship between personal freedom and community interests in much more depth.

Marks awarded 18/25

| Question 4

Omar was employed by Gulf Estates Ltd as a steel erector. Whilst at work, he fell 20 metres; no safety
harness had been supplied by his employer. He was taken to hospital where he was examined
immediately by a doctor, who said he had broken his left hip and damaged his right knee. He was given
painkillers and then left to await further attention. He died while waiting for further treatment. The cause
of death was bleeding caused by internal injuries.

Omar’s wife now wishes to sue for compensation for her husband’s death. Advise Gulf Estates Ltd and
the hospital staff as to their potential liability. [25]

| General Comment |

A good response will set the context by outlining the essentials of the tort of negligence: duty of care,
breach of duty and resultant loss. Focus should then be turned to the breach of the duty of care in
particular; the defendant’'s breach of duty must have actually caused the damage suffered. The
candidate will discuss Omar’s employer’s liability for failing to supply him with a safety harness to wear
when working at height and the responsibility that the employee might have for looking after his own
safety while at work. On the face of it, the employer would appear liable to some extent for his death,
unless it could be established that the negligent diagnosis by hospital staff broke the chain of causation.
Candidates must examine the ‘but for’ test (Barnett v Chelsea & Kensington Hospital Management
Committee, Brooks v Home Office) and consider whether the cause of death was the internal injuries
occasioned by the fall or whether Omar wouldn’t have died had his injuries been correctly diagnosed and
had he been appropriately treated immediately. Could this be a case of multiple causes (Hotson v East
Berkshire Health Authority)? A conclusion should be reached which is clear, compelling and fully
supported.

Individual Candidate Response
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| Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This candidate has begun to indicate some capacity for explanation and analysis by introducing some of
the issues, but the response is largely descriptive and any explanations offered are limited, superficial
and not substantiated by case law examples. This is a rudimentary response which demonstrates a basic
understanding of the elements of negligence and vicarious liability of employers, but causation and
remoteness do not receive the attention warranted by the scenario involved. .

Marks awarded 8/25

Candidate B

This response illustrates a limited explanation of all parts of the answer, but there is some lack of detail or
superficiality such that the answer is not fully rounded. It would have benefited from an introductory
paragraph or two which contextualise the answer rather than starting straight in to an analysis of the case
in question. Nevertheless, the issues of vicarious liability and consent are dealt with quite well and the
issue of causation and a potential novus actus interveniens are dealt with very fully.

Marks awarded 16/25



| Question 5

The Dimple Gold Cup is a horse race that takes place at the famous Braintree racecourse in England.
On the day of the race the horses were being loaded into the stalls from which they were to start the race
when two of them reared up and threw their jockeys to the ground. One of the jockeys, Bob Jameson,
badly damaged his spine in the fall. His horse, Whisky Galore, ran across the racecourse, leapt the
surrounding fencing and knocked over and trampled several spectators before being caught. One of the
spectators, Gemma Grouse, sustained two broken legs in the incident.

Consider the liability of the race organisers and the owner of Whisky Galore and whether they can
successfully defend any action taken against them by Bob or Gemma. [25]

| General Comment |

A good response will recognise that this scenario addresses the commonplace issue of public events and
the liability in negligence of event organisers for injuries sustained by those who attend the event or
participate in the event as a consequence of alleged negligence. An outline of the principles of
negligence will be given and clear distinctions will be drawn between those who take risks as a day-to-
day consequence of an occupation (the jockey in this case) and those who do not (the spectators in this
scenario). The general defence of volenti fit injura (consent) will figure largely in the response and clear,
compelling conclusions will be drawn.

| Individual Candidate Response
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| Examiner Comment

Candidate A

This response is a classic example of one from a candidate who has been able to learn the legal
principles but who either has not acquired the skill of application or simply has not completed enough
practice examples to know that knowledge has to be applied. The candidate has demonstrated an ability
to regurgitate notes on how the basic principles have developed, but has not recognised the relevance of
defences that can be raised to counter claims in negligence.

Marks awarded 10/25

Candidate B

This is an example of a candidate who has presented a limited explanation of all parts of the answer, but
there is some lack of detail such that the answer is not fully rounded.

The response would most definitely have benefited from an introduction to set the scene before
embarking on the analysis of the scenario. However, the candidate does deal with duty of care, standard
of care, breach of duty and resultant loss and applies the principles to the scenario in a coherent, logical
and structured manner, using apparently well-practised skills. The issues of remoteness of damage and
the possible defence of consent are tackled but somewhat superficially and not well illustrated with case
law, but nevertheless, clear and compelling conclusions are drawn.

Marks awarded 18/25



| Question 6

Kelly visits a lake in her local park on which boating and other activities are allowed by its owners,
Glendale Borough Council. It is a very warm day, so Kelly decides that she will go for a swim, even
though the Council has displayed numerous signs around the lake that say, ‘Dangerous water; no
swimming.’ Kelly injures her back and neck when she dives in at a point where the water is too shallow.

Assess Glendale Borough Council’s potential liability under the Occupier’s Liability Acts 1957 & 1984 for
the injuries sustained by Kelly, and whether they can successfully defend any action that might be
brought. [25]

| General Comment |

A good candidate response will recognise that the scenario addresses the issue of an occupier’s liability
for injuries sustained by entrants to their premises. The candidate will identify that public parks are, by
definition, places where members of the public are invited to spend recreation time and that it would
appear therefore that Kelly would have entered the park as a visitor and as such, GBC would owe her a
duty of care to ensure her reasonable safety in the park (Occupiers Liability Act 1957). Candidates
should examine the common duty of care imposed by S2(2) and consider whether or not that duty had
been discharged and draw clear, compelling conclusions supported by reference to case law.

| Individual Candidate Response

Candidate A
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Examiner Comment |

Candidate A

This response is typical of the candidate arriving at an examination insufficiently rehearsed in examination
technique. The candidate clearly begins to indicate some capacity for explanation and analysis by
introducing some of the issues, but explanations are limited and the candidate has made absolutely no
attempt to contextualise the response with even a rudimentary introduction It is apparent that the
candidate does appreciate that an occupier’s liability towards lawful visitors and trespassers does differ
and that the concept of the age and understanding of the visitor can affect such liability. However, the
examiner has been left to read between too many lines by this candidate; valid points are made and a
degree of understanding is implicit in what the candidate has written but too much inference is required
for the candidate to be awarded any more marks.

Marks awarded 10/25

Candidate B

On first reading this would appear to be a well structured and detailed response to the question. A
second reading suggests that the candidate lacks certain ability to select appropriate material to include
in the response. Information that is of only marginal relevance is included perhaps at the expense of a
more detailed analysis and discussion of the more pertinent aspects. That said, the candidate
demonstrates a good understanding of the principles set out in the Occupier’s Liability Acts 1957 and
1984, illustrates them fully with relevant case law, applies them appropriately and draws strong
conclusions.

Marks awarded 17/25
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Discuss the role of the Crown Prosecution Service and its significance in the
administration of justice in England and Wales. [25]

The CPS deals with the vast majority of criminal cases ab initio.

Credit should be given for any historical consideration of the setting up of the CPS in 1986, in
response to the growing demand for a prosecuting body independent of the police, in the wake of
the Maguire, Ward, Birmingham 6 cases in the 1970s.

Organisation — 42 areas, corresponding to local policing authorities, each headed by a Chief
Crown Prosecutor. Staffed by lawyers, case workers and administrators. DPP appointed for
5 years as head of the whole service.

Early problems e.g. rights of audience, lack of funding and direction, hostility from police etc.

Work of Crown Prosecutors in Magistrates’ Court and of CPS Higher Court Advocates in Crown
Court as a more recent development.

Particular credit should be given to those who point out the recent closing of the gap between
police and CPS in the wake of the introduction of CPS lawyers in major police stations and to
those who offer any thoughtful criticism of this.

Consider critically the options open to a judge when a statute appears to be imprecise or
contradictory. [25]

This is a straightforward question on statutory interpretation and one would hope for some
passing recognition of the role of the judge and the courses open to him/her. For a top band
answer expect a discussion of why a statute may be imprecise or contradictory.

The three main rules should be covered, supported by case law in the better answers, as should
the battery of statutory aids.

Some critical awareness of the growing importance of the purposive approach should be
apparent, along with an understanding of the significance of the ruling in Pepper vs Hart.

Answers covering the ‘3 rules’ only should not reach the two top bands.

‘There is far too much delegated legislation and too little known about it.” Evaluate the
advantages and disadvantages of delegated legislation, and consider to what extent you
would agree with this statement. [25]

The question asks candidates to define clearly what delegated legislation is, how it arises and
why it may be fraught with dangers. The reason for its sheer abundance should be considered,
along with the problems that may arise. Similarly, its unknown, unpublicised nature should be
discussed, given that ignorance of the law is not generally a defence.

Candidates should look at ways of keeping it in check, in particular parliamentary scrutiny and the
possibility of challenge where legislation is ultra vires. Where a candidate does not address
controls then it is still possible to reach the highest mark band but the answer must be excellent
and include some case law.

Some sort of conclusion should be reached.

© UCLES 2007
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‘Twelve people ignorant of the law, directed by a judge who is likely to be wholly out of
touch with ordinary life.” Would you say that this is a fair description of a trial in the
Crown Court? Give reasons for your answer. [25]

The question asks for consideration of the roles of both judge and jury in the Crown Court.

Some explanation of the method by which a jury is selected is required; their task at court;
whether they are up to that task intellectually; cases where the jury has been shown to be
manifestly perverse or unreliable; and the effect of all this on the defendant. Purely descriptive
accounts of juries will not reach the higher mark bands.

The much-repeated argument for abolition of the jury in complex fraud trials is of relevance.

Candidates should then look at the role of the judge in summing up and directing the jury;
whether defendants suffer as a result of the generally esoteric and privileged background of the
judiciary.

Better answers will perhaps consider past cases where tensions have arisen between judge and
jury and attempt to reach a conclusion as to the fairness and efficiency of the whole process.

Answers should consider both judge and jury and any imbalance marked accordingly. MAX 21
for omission of judge entirely; MAX 14 for purely descriptive discussion of trial in the crown court.

‘The system of precedent merely slows down the proper development of the law.’
Discuss this statement. [25]

Candidates will need to define ‘precedent’, touch upon its origins and explain how it operates
through the hierarchy of the courts.

The role of the House of Lords and the importance of the 1966 Practice Direction need to be
considered. Any critical discussion of its limitation should be rewarded.

Candidates might usefully touch upon areas of law which have been brought into line with
contemporary society by over-ruling e.g. child trespassers in BRB v Herrington, marital rape in
R v R; and the rationalisation of the law in cases such as R v Shivpuri. For purely descriptive
answers MAX 13 where answer contains no case law at all. MAX 18 for a purely descriptive
answer which includes some case law.

‘The courts are the very last places in which a litigant would be advised to seek resolution
of a civil dispute.” Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the civil court system.
Consider the alternatives to taking a civil case to court. [25]

Candidates should look at the shortcomings of the civil courts — slowness, expense, formality etc
— and consider whether there are better alternatives, notwithstanding the Woolf reforms in recent
years. Those who nonetheless see merits in the orderliness, finality and authority of the courts,
particularly their adherence to precedent, should be rewarded.

Marks should then be awarded for any decent discussion of the alternatives available e.g. small
claims court, A.D.R. and tribunals, with an awareness that not all of them are a panacea for all
kinds of dispute.

Furthermore, good answers might pick up on the weaknesses of the alternatives — representation
problems, lack of finality, the uneven system of appeals etc. ADR only MAX 18. If answer
discusses only civil trial then MAX will be 18.

© UCLES 2007
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1

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

The police are called to the scene of a burglary at Fawlty Towers. As they arrive they
see Brian Biggs running away. He is arrested on suspicion of burglary and taken by
car to the police station. On the way, the police ask him what he has done with the
stolen property and he replies “...You’ll never find it. | threw it down a drain.’

Explain whether the conversation in the car can be used as evidence in court against
Brian Biggs. [10]

This question focuses on the provisions of PACE and the relevant codes of practice.

The relevant section here is s.78 which, considers the exclusion of unfair evidence and also
code 11.1. Taken together the evidence of the conversation in the car may be excluded as it
is unfairly obtained. This depends on construction of the two sources and should be
generously marked where candidates identify the issues and the relevant sources. MAX 5
for no specific reference to sources. MAX 8 for candidates who refer to section obliquely but
not specifically.

They arrive at the police station at 2.15pm. At 2.30pm, Biggs is seen by the custody
officer, who orders him to be held for questioning. Biggs asks to consult a solicitor
but is told that his request will not be permitted at present, as a Detective Constable
wants to interview him immediately.

Discuss whether the treatment given to Biggs at the police station complies with the
requirements of the present law. [10]

The relevant source here is s.58, which covers access to legal advice. Candidates may be
aware of other relevant material including reference to Code C and availability of information
concerning legal advice. MAX 8 candidates who refer to section obliquely but not
specifically. MAX 6 for overall good discussion but wrong conclusion

Biggs is interviewed under caution. He denies the offence until the Detective
Constable tells him that, if he confesses to the burglary, the custody officer will give
him bail. Biggs then admits the offence and says that he gave the jewellery to a friend.

Discuss whether evidence of his confession can be used at his trial. [10]

The candidate here must consider the admissibility of the confession under s.76. The source
material is given in considerable detail here so the candidate would be expected to apply the
section in detail in particular whether the offering of bail would be considered to be
oppressive. MAX 8 for oblique reference to source material.

To what extent do you think that the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 protects
the rights of those detained and kept in custody? [20]

The candidate will need to understand PACE in detail. They may choose to focus on one
section such as stop and search; and credit should be given to a comment such as there is
evidence that the police use these powers discriminately so some members of the population
are stopped and searched far more than others e.g. ethnic minorities. They may consider
the more extensive powers of the police in relation to serious arrestable offences which are
treated differently. Any sensible comment supported by the PACE should be credited
generously. MAX 10 for discussion based only on source material and for no inclusion of
original material. A good candidate who adds details of other relevant legislation which
protects the rights of detainees can be credited where included sensibly.
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SOURCES
Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984
s.58 Access to Legal Advice

(1) A person arrested and held in custody in a police station or other premises shall be entitled, if he
so requests, to consult a solicitor privately at any time.

(4) If a person makes such a request, he must be permitted to consult a solicitor as soon as is
practicable except to the extent that delay is permitted by this section.

s.76 Confessions

(1) In any proceedings a confession made by an accused person may be given in evidence against
him in so far as it is relevant to any matter in issue in the proceedings and is not excluded by the
court in pursuance of this section.

(2) If, in any proceedings where the prosecution proposes to give in evidence a confession made by
an accused person, it is represented to the court that the confession was or may have been
obtained-

(a) by oppression of the person who made it; or

(b) in consequence of anything said or done which was likely, in the circumstances existing at
the time, to render unreliable any confession which might be made by him in consequence
thereof,

The court shall not allow the confession to be given in evidence against him except in so far as
the prosecution proves to the court beyond reasonable doubt that the confession
(notwithstanding that it may be true) was not obtained as aforesaid.

s.78 (1) Exclusion of unfair evidence

In any proceedings the court may refuse to allow evidence on which the prosecution proposes to rely
to be given if it appears to the court that having regard to all the circumstances including the
circumstances in which the evidence was obtained the admission of the evidence would have such an
adverse effect on the fairness of the proceedings that the court ought not to admit it...

Code C 11.1 Following a decision to arrest a suspect they must not be interviewed about the relevant

offence except at a police station or other authorised place of detention unless the consequent delay
would be likely to lead to interference with or harm to evidence connected with an offence.
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2

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Mustafa decided to install double-glazing at his house and he chose a local firm ‘Beta
Windows’ to install it. The price for the work, including the windows and other
materials and the cost of fitting, was agreed at £5,000. The work was completed on
time and Mustafa was satisfied with it. A few weeks later he noticed that the frames of
the window had begun to rot and there were now some gaps between the window
frames and the walls of the house. Consider whether Mustafa has a claim against
‘Beta Windows’. [10]

The facts are based on the Supply of Goods and Services Act 1982.

The facts suggest that several sections of the 1982 Act will apply. Ss12 and 13 will apply to
the fitting of the windows and ss.4 (2),(2A) and (4) and (5) should all be considered as they
are all potentially relevant. Clearly windows supplied are not of reasonable quality.
Good answers in the top band must apply the relevant sections and come to a conclusion.
General references to the source material will only reach the middle bands. Candidates who
fail to mention the source material at all will remain in the lower bands, marks will only be
awarded where they identify the nature of the problem. MAX 8 for reference to source
material without application. MAX 7 for reference to only one part of the statute.
Source material relevant to [a] but cited in other sections may be credited where sufficient
connection with statutory authority of [a] is made.

If Mustafa decides to sue ‘Beta Windows’ in which court will the action be heard?
Explain, giving reasons, whether it will be allocated to a ‘fast track hearing’? [10]

This section requires consideration of the civil court system. The appropriate court here will
be the small claims procedure in the county court in view of the amount claimed but if the
facts warrant it this may be tried under the fast track procedure in the county court. MAX 8
for only looking at one venue. MAX 5 for general discussion about county court as
appropriate venue.

Given the provisions of section 4 (5) of the Supply of Goods and Services Act 1982,
what claim would Mustafa have against ‘Beta Windows’ if he used the windows for a
different purpose? [10]

This part of the question focuses on s.4(5) SGSA 1982. This suggests that even a different
use by the purchaser may leave the supplier liable for defective goods. MAX 4 for merely
writing out the section. MAX 6 for reference to statute and basic discussion. For MAX 10
there must be some general discussion.

Discuss the merits of the current process for hearing cases in the civil system of
justice. [20]

A good answer to this part will explain the problems in the civil system of justice. These were
identified by Woolf, as excessive and unpredictable as well as cost, delay and complexity.
The proceedings were too adversarial. Key features of the reforms: unified set of civil
procedure rules; claimant offers to settle and the use of single joint experts; allocation of
cases to small claims, fast track or multi-track according to their value and complexity.
Better candidates may also identify the encouragement given to the parties in the use of
alternative dispute resolution. Mention may also be made of case management and its
benefits and its link with alternative dispute resolution. Credit for general discussion of
adjudication of civil disputes in courts. e.g. Use of precedent or the merits of adjudication by
the judiciary.
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SOURCES
Supply of Goods and Services Act 1982
s.4 Implied Terms about quality and fitness

(2) Where, under such a contract, the transferor transfers the property in goods in the course of a
business, there is an implied condition that the goods supplied under the contract are of
satisfactory quality,

(2A)For the purpose of this section and section 5 below goods are of satisfactory quality if they meet
the standard that a reasonable person would regard as satisfactory, taking into account of any
description of the goods, the price (if relevant) and all the other relevant circumstances,

(4) Subsection 5 below applies where under a contract for the transfer of goods the transferor
transfers the property in goods in the course of business and the transferee, expressly or by
implication makes known —

(a) to the transferor,
any particular purpose for which the goods are being acquired

(5) In that case there is (subject to subsection (6) below) an implied condition that the goods supplied
under the contract are reasonably fit for the purposes, whether or not that is a purpose for which
such goods are commonly supplied.

s.12

(1) In this Act a ‘contract for the supply of a service’ means, subject to subsection (2) below, a
contract under which a person (‘the supplier agrees to carry out a service.

s.13 Implied term about care and skill

In a contract for the supply of a service where the supplier is acting in the course of a business, there
is an implied term that the supplier will carry out the service with reasonable care and skill.
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9084 03

Assessment Objectives

Candidates are expected to demonstrate:
Knowledge and Understanding

— recall, select, use and develop knowledge and understanding of legal principles and rules by
means of example and citation.

Analysis, Evaluation and Application

— analyse and evaluate legal materials, situations and issues and accurately apply appropriate
principles and rules.

Communication and Presentation

— use appropriate legal terminology to present logical and coherent argument and to communicate
relevant material in a clear and concise manner.

Specification Grid

The relationship between the Assessment Objectives and this individual component is detailed below.
The objectives are weighted to give an indication of their relative importance, rather than to provide a
precise statement of the percentage mark allocation to particular assessment objectives.

Assessment Objective Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper 4 Advanced Level
Knowledge/

Understanding 50 50 >0 >0 >
Analysis/ Evaluation/ 40 40 40 40 40
Application

Communlpatlon/ 10 10 10 10 10
Presentation
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Mark Bands

The mark bands and descriptors applicable to all questions on the paper are as follows. Maximum
mark allocations are indicated in the table at the foot of the page.

Indicative content for each of the questions follows overleaf.

Band 1:

Band 2:

Band 3:

Band 4:

Band 5:

The answer contains no relevant material.

The candidate introduces fragments of information or unexplained examples from which no
coherent explanation or analysis can emerge.

OR

The candidate attempts to introduce an explanation and/or analysis but it is so fundamentally
undermined by error and confusion that it remains substantially incoherent.

The candidate begins to indicate some capacity for explanation and analysis by introducing
some of the issues, but explanations are limited and superficial.

OR

The candidate adopts an approach in which there is concentration on explanation in terms of
facts presented rather than through the development and explanation of legal principles and
rules.

OR

The candidate attempts to introduce material across the range of potential content, but it is
weak or confused so that no real explanation or conclusion emerges.

Where there is more than one issue, the candidate demonstrates a clear understanding of
one of the main issues of the question, giving explanations and using illustrations so that a
full and detailed picture is presented of this issue.

OR

The candidate presents a more limited explanation of all parts of the answer, but there is
some lack of detail or superficiality in respect of either or both so that the answer is not fully
rounded.

The candidate presents a detailed explanation and discussion of all areas of relevant law
and, while there may be some minor inaccuracies and/or imbalance, a coherent explanation
emerges.

Maximum Mark Allocations:

Question 1 2 3 4 5 6
Band 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Band 2 6 6 6 6 6 6
Band 3 12 12 12 12 12 12
Band 4 19 19 19 19 19 19
Band 5 25 25 25 25 25 25
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Section A

In Gibson v Manchester City Council (1979), Lord Denning expressed a view that in
determining whether a contract was formed, the court should look at all the negotiations
between the parties, rather than simply at offer and acceptance.

Evaluate the arguments for and against the view expressed in this case by Lord Denning.

There are many contracts that do not fall neatly into concepts of offer and acceptance. Contracts
for the sale of land are classic examples, but there are many others (e.g. Clarke v Dunraven)
where the circumstances are far from clear-cut and where the concepts would have to be
stretched and artificially interpreted. It is in this context that Denning spoke out in the Gibson
case.

Denning’s view has both supporters and critics, but has on the whole been rejected by the courts
as being too uncertain and allowing judges too much discretion. Candidates should explore the
alternative all or nothing approach of offer and acceptance and consider what should happen fif,
applying the rules, there is clearly no binding contract and yet allowing a retraction from an
agreement would cause hardship. Candidates who have read widely may mention the notion of
quasi — contracts in such circumstances and should be given credit for it.

It is sometimes useful, however, for courts to be more objective and look beyond offer and
acceptance to the intention of the parties. In some instances, parties may be in agreement and
yet no actual contract was intended.

Informed debate and a clear evaluation of points raised are expected.

Innocent parties to a breach of contract are entitled to such damages as will put them in
the position that they would have been in if the contract had been performed.

Using case law to support your arguments, analyse the extent to which this statement can
be substantiated.

Candidate response ought to analyse the three principal limitations on the recovery of losses in
this context: causation, remoteness and. mitigation.

Causation in contract should be clearly explained and the effect of intervening acts explored (e.g.
County Ltd v Girozentrale Securities). The defendant must have been the direct cause of the
claimant’s loss.

Remoteness should be defined and explained. It would clearly be unfair to make defendants
compensate for losses that could not have been foreseen as a real danger. Key cases of Hadley
v Baxendale, The Heron Il and Victoria Laundries (Windsor) Ltd v Newman Industries should be
outlined, compared, contrasted and conclusions drawn.

Complainants are expected to make reasonable efforts to mitigate or minimize losses suffered.
In fairness, to all, courts will dismiss claims where there have been no reasonable steps taken to
keep losses down to a minimum (Pilkington v Wood; Brace v Calder).

Candidates who simply consider the means of calculating loss and distinguish between

expectation and reliance loss and comment thereon can attain no better than marks within band
3.
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Critically assess the extent to which the doctrine of equitable or promissory estoppel
prevents a party to a contract from enforcing his or her rights under it.

Candidates are expected to set the question in context by saying that this is an equitable doctrine
introduced by the High Trees Case as a means of mitigating undue hardship (at least temporarily)
that would result from the strict application of the rules of consideration in the law of contract.

The rule itself should be stated and explained and candidates should then, using relevant case
law, go through situations in which the doctrine will not apply, i.e. where there is no pre-existing
contract, where a promise has place no reliance on the promise to forego strict rights, where it
would be inequitable to allow the doctrine to apply etc.

It is anticipated that candidates will conclude that the doctrine has a limited yet very important
effect.
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Section B
Using case law, advise the parties concerned whether a valid contract was formed.

Candidates will undoubtedly recognise that a binding contract only comes into existence if there
has been a firm offer made which has been unconditionally accepted. There is clearly an
unequivocal offer made on very definite terms, the sale of 500 cases of wine @£20 less 30% per
case, which appears to have been communicated by an offeror to an offeree. The issue of
contract, therefore, is whether or not the offer gets unconditionally accepted.

In this case, the terms of the offer do not seem to stipulate how any acceptance should be
communicated, only that the offer will only last as long as stocks do, thus implying that however it
is done, it should be done quickly. A1 Wines decide to accept by fax, sending a fax message
immediately that they are aware of the offer. The issue here is whether an acceptance is
deemed effective from the time that it is sent or from the time that it is received and the offeror is
aware that the offer has been accepted.

Candidates should discuss, and illustrate with case law, the general rule of acceptance: that
acceptance is effective once it has been communicated to the offeror. (Entores Ltd v Miles Far
East Corporation.) Candidates could then look at the only exception granted by the posting rule
(Adams v Lindsell, Henthorn v Fraser; Household Fire Insurance v Grant, etc) and consider
whether acceptances made by fax are subject to the general rule or the posting rule of
acceptance.

As fax is, like telephone and telex, an effectively instantaneous means of communication, with no
inevitable delay between transmission and receipt, the postal rule is unlikely to apply, so any
acceptance made by this means would not be effective until the offeree is aware of it (Entores Ltd
v Miles Far East Corporation). There is no case law on when an acceptance by fax is binding,
but even if deemed effective from the time that the offices in Australia opened, it would appear
that a contact was made between offeror and offeree. The fact that the fax was erroneously
destroyed would appear to be of no importance. However, as the special price wine has all gone
by the time the error is discovered, there would be little that A1 Wines can do except to claim
damages.

Clear compelling, supported conclusions are to be expected.
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Consider whether Pablo is liable in contract for the losses sustained by Maria.

The anticipated focus of this question are the issues of causation and remoteness of damage and
mitigation, even if candidates do introduce terms and the issue of whether a breach of contract
actually occurred. Assuming that terms had been communicated and that Pablo was indeed in
breach, the main issue is the extent to which Pablo might be held liable for the consequential
losses sustained by Maria.

Candidates should identify damages as the principal remedy for breach of contract and explain
that their aim is to compensate for losses that result from not receiving the performance that was
bargained for. The general rule is that, subject to certain limitations, innocent parties are entitled
to such damages as will put them in the position that they would have been in had the contract
been performed.

The issue here would seem to revolve around whether any of the limitations would be applicable
to the facts of this case or whether Pablo would simply be liable for the losses that Maria has
allegedly sustained.

Was Pablo’s breach the cause of Maria’s losses? On the face of it, it would appear that they
were as there was no obvious intervening act to break the chain of causation (County Ltd v
Girozentrale Securities).

Were Maria’s losses too remote from their cause to be recoverable? Were they reasonably
foreseeable consequences of the breach (Hadley v Baxendale; The Heron Il) or were they losses
arising from special circumstances that could not have been foreseen (Victoria Laundry (Windsor)
Ltd v Newman Industries Ltd)?

Did Maria do all that she could do to mitigate the effects of the breach (Brace v Calder)?

Two of the losses sustained were pecuniary ones and provided that the above tests are satisfied,
compensation should be granted. However it would seem likely that any claim for the mental
distress that she has suffered would not be compensated as it is a commercial contract (Addis v
Gramaphone Co Ltd).

Informed debate followed by clear, compelling conclusions is expected.
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Using case law, advise Leroy and Maisie of their respective rights with regard to the
ownership of the antique cricket bat.

The facts of this case suggest that Leroy has been the subject of a fraudulent misrepresentation
of identity. This would render a contract voidable, but as the fraud has not been discovered until
after Maisie has purchased the cricket bat in good faith from Winston. The Sale of Goods Act
1979 provides that good title passes from seller to buyer in these circumstances, so Maisie would
have every legal right to refuse to hand over the cricket bat to Leroy unless he pays for it.

The only circumstances under which Leroy could legally demand that Maisie returns the cricket
bat to him is if he can establish that the original contract between Winston and himself was
founded on an operative unilateral mistake as to identity of the other party to the contract. This
would render the original contract void, no ownership rights would then have passed between
Leroy and Winston and consequently, again under the Sale of Goods Act, no ownership rights
could be passed on to Maisie.

The decisions in Phillips v Brooks and Lewis v Avery suggest that operative mistake will only be
recognized in these circumstances if the identity of the other party was of material importance to
the contract. So, in this case, Leroy would have to prove that he intended to make this contract
with Leroy and essentially would not have contracted with him if he thought that he was anyone
else. If it is apparent that the identity of ‘Richie’ was only of importance when it came to making
payment, then any action based in mistake would fail as it would then be clear that Leroy was
prepared to make the contract with anyone.

Informed debate followed by clear, compelling conclusions is expected.
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Assessment Objectives

Candidates are expected to demonstrate:
Knowledge and Understanding

— recall, select, use and develop knowledge and understanding of legal principles and rules by
means of example and citation.

Analysis, Evaluation and Application

— analyse and evaluate legal materials, situations and issues and accurately apply appropriate
principles and rules.

Communication and Presentation

— use appropriate legal terminology to present logical and coherent argument and to communicate
relevant material in a clear and concise manner.

Specification Grid

The relationship between the Assessment Objectives and this individual component is detailed below.
The objectives are weighted to give an indication of their relative importance, rather than to provide a
precise statement of the percentage mark allocation to particular assessment objectives.

Assessment

Objective Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper 4 Advanced Level
Knowledge/

Understanding S0 >0 >0 >0 >
Analysis/ Evaluation/ 40 40 40 40 40
Application

Communlpatlon/ 10 10 10 10 10
Presentation
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Mark Bands

The mark bands and descriptors applicable to all questions on the paper are as follows. Maximum
mark allocations are indicated in the table at the foot of the page.

Indicative content for each of the questions follows overleaf.

Band 1:

Band 2:

Band 3:

Band 4:

Band 5:

The answer contains no relevant material.

The candidate introduces fragments of information or unexplained examples from which no
coherent explanation or analysis can emerge.

OR

The candidate attempts to introduce an explanation and/or analysis but it is so fundamentally
undermined by error and confusion that it remains substantially incoherent.

The candidate begins to indicate some capacity for explanation and analysis by introducing
some of the issues, but explanations are limited and superficial.

OR

The candidate adopts an approach in which there is concentration on explanation in terms of
facts presented rather than through the development and explanation of legal principles and
rules.

OR

The candidate attempts to introduce material across the range of potential content, but it is
weak or confused so that no real explanation or conclusion emerges.

Where there is more than one issue, the candidate demonstrates a clear understanding of
one of the main issues of the question, giving explanations and using illustrations so that a
full and detailed picture is presented of this issue.

OR

The candidate presents a more limited explanation of all parts of the answer, but there is
some lack of detail or superficiality in respect of either or both so that the answer is not fully
rounded.

The candidate presents a detailed explanation and discussion of all areas of relevant law
and, while there may be some minor inaccuracies and/or imbalance, a coherent explanation
emerges.

Maximum Mark Allocations:

Question 1 2 3 4 5 6
Band 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Band 2 6 6 6 6 6 6
Band 3 12 12 12 12 12 12
Band 4 19 19 19 19 19 19
Band 5 25 25 25 25 25 25
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Section A

“Bystanders who have no relationship with the primary victims of an accident are very
unlikely ever to be able to sue successfully for psychiatric injury experienced as a resulit.”

With reference to relevant case law, discuss the limitations imposed by the courts in
instances of nervous shock sustained by secondary victims.

In the past, the courts have been reluctant to accept psychiatric injury or nervous shock as a
head of damage in negligence claims; physical harm has been necessary. Today it is
recognised, but there are severe limitations. Candidates should explain the concept of nervous
shock: genuine psychiatric illness or injury required. The distinction between primary and
secondary victims should be clearly, but briefly explained.

Focus must then be turned to secondary victims, i.e. those who have suffered psychiatric injury
as a result of witnessing death or injury caused by a third party’s negligence as a result of acting
as rescuers or as a result of their jobs (e.g. police officers). Until 1998 and the case of White and
Others, all the above groups were treated differently, but since then they have all been subjected
to two sets of rules: those established in McCloughlin v O’Brien and Alcock v Chief Constable of
Yorkshire. The net result is that secondary victims today have to prove that psychiatric injury to
secondary victims was a reasonably foreseeable consequence of the defendant’s negligence and
that that the psychiatric shock amounts to a recognised psychiatric illness. The secondary victim
must also show sufficient proximity in terms of relationship with the primary victim and in terms of
time and space.

Candidates must offer a critical analysis of case law decisions. Cases are many and various, but
candidates might consider how the rules have been applied and developed in cases such as
White, McCloughlin, Alcock, Bourhill v Young, Sion v Hampstead Health Authority, Greatorex v
Greatorex, etc.

‘The tort of nuisance sets out to protect the right to use and enjoy land without
interference from others and to balance such rights between neighbours.’

Critically assess the extent to which you consider that this aim is achieved.

The tort of private nuisance arises from the fact that wherever we live work or play, we have
neighbours and the way that we behave on our land may affect them when using theirs and vice
versa.

Candidates are expected to analyse the elements of the tort, namely indirect interference,
reasonableness of actions and the extent to which interests are balanced by taking into account
the complainant’s sensitivity, locality and duration of the alleged tort, and the extent to which
some sort of damage needs to be caused.

Candidates might also consider the extent to which available defences (such as prescription and
consent) and remedies (such as damages, injunction and abatement) enable the aim of balance
to be achieved.

Candidate responses that are limited to factual recall, however detailed, will be restricted to band
3 marks.
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Critically analyse the protection offered by the tort of trespass to the person and its
impact on personal freedom.

Trespass to the person has now lost most of its significance in litigation in respect of personal
injury and today arises mostly in the area of civil liberties, often associated with allegations of
improper police conduct with regard to interference with freedom of movement.

Trespass to the person, in the form of false or wrongful imprisonment, can be defined as the
unlawful prevention of another from exercising their freedom of movement. Candidates are
expected to analyse the components of the tort, viz. imprisonment as in a total deprivation of the
ability to move in any direction (e.g. Bird v Jones), a deliberate, positive act as opposed to a
careless one (e.g. Sayers v Harlow UDC), knowledge of detention (e.g. Meering v Grahame-
White Aviation Co Ltd, Murray v Ministry of Defence) and the mental element (R v Governor of
Brookhill Prison), and the possible defences thereto.

Candidates are expected to draw clear conclusions from their deliberations in response to the

question posed. Responses that are limited to factual recall, however detailed, will be restricted to
band 3 marks.
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Section B

Omar’s wife now wishes to sue for compensation for her husband’s death. Advise Gulf
Estates Ltd and the hospital staff as to their potential liability.

Candidates should briefly outline the essentials of the tort of negligence: duty of care, breach of
duty and resultant loss. Focus should then be turned to the breach of the duty of care in
particular; the defendants breach of duty must have actually caused the damage suffered.
Omar’s employer had failed to supply him with a safety harness to wear when working at height.
As a (partial) consequence, Omar fell and sustained injury and ultimately died.

On the face of it, the employer would appear liable to some extent for his death, unless it could
be established that the negligent diagnosis by hospital staff broke the chain of causation.
Candidates must examine the ‘but for’ test (Barnett v Chelsea & Kensington Hospital
Management Committee, Brooks v Home Office) and consider whether the cause of death were
the internal injuries occasioned by the fall or whether Omar wouldn’t have died had his injuries
been correctly diagnosed and had he been appropriately treated immediately. Could this be a
case of multiple causes (Hotson v East Berkshire Health Authority)?

Whatever conclusion is reached it should be clear, compelling and fully supported.

Consider the liability of the race organisers and the owner of Whisky Galore and whether
they can successfully defend any action taken against them by Bob or Gemma.

Candidates are expected to contextualise by briefly outlining the basic principles of negligence:
duty of care, breach of duty and resultant loss. Attention must then be switched to a defence in
tort known as volenti non fit injuria. Better candidates will translate the Latin as meaning “to one
who is willing (volenti), actionable harm (injuria) is not done (non fit)’. Commonly known as the
defence of consent, which is of general application within the law of tort. Thus if it can be
established that the complainant consented, the defendant will not be liable.

Objective test established: was the outward behaviour of the complainant such that it is
reasonable for the defendant to conclude that he consented to the risk that he undertook?
Difficulty arises, however, because it is frequently clear that a person knows of a risk, but is not
conclusive proof that consent was actually given. Could this be so in Bob’s case, or was it a risk
that arises from the very nature of his work? Cases such as Smith v Baker (1891), ICI v Shatwell
(1965) and Kirkham v Chief Constable of Greater Manchester (1990) should be referenced as
examples.

Relating the principles to the case of Gemma, candidates will need to conclude whether mere
attendance at a horse racing event was evidence of consent to associated risks or not. Some
reference to the duty of care imposed by the Occupiers’ Liability Act 1957 might be made, but
should not be the principal focus.

Whatever conclusion is reached it should be clear, compelling and fully supported.
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Assess Glendale Borough Council’s potential liability under the Occupier’s Liability Acts
1957 & 1984 for the injuries sustained by Kelly, and whether they can successfully defend
any action that might be brought.

This scenario addresses the issue of an occupier’s liability for injuries sustained by entrants to
their premises. Public parks are, by definition, places where members of the public are invited to
spend recreation time. It would appear therefore that Kelly would have entered the park as a
visitor and as such, GBC would owe her a duty of care to ensure her reasonable safety in the
park (Occupiers Liability Act 1957). Candidates should examine the common duty of care
imposed by S2(2) and consider whether or not that duty had been discharged.

Candidates should then consider whether in fact, by swimming in the lake, when notices had
been clearly displayed by GBC to ban swimming, Kelly had in fact become a trespasser? The
Court of Appeal’s decision in the case of Tomlinson v Congleton would seem to suggest so.
Consequently, candidates should recognize the application of the Occupiers Liability Act 1984
and examine whether the duties imposed by S1(3) have been complied with by GBC. Would the
notices be sufficient to absolve GBC from liability?

Is Kelly an adult or a child? What difference if any might it make to the outcome?

Whatever conclusion is reached it should be clear, compelling and fully supported.
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