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INSTRUCTIONS

 ● Answer one question from one section only.

Section A: The origins of the First World War

Section B: The Holocaust

Section C: The origins and development of the Cold War

 ● Follow the instructions on the front cover of the answer booklet. If you need additional answer paper, 

ask the invigilator for a continuation booklet.

INFORMATION

 ● The total mark for this paper is 40.

 ● The number of marks for each question or part question is shown in brackets [ ].
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Section A: Topic 1

The origins of the First World War

1 Read the extract and then answer the question.

No one can say exactly when the war started.

 Once started, the momentum for war could not 

be stopped.

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who 

wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the origins of the First World War to explain your 

answer. [40]
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Section B: Topic 2

The Holocaust

2 Read the extract and then answer the question.

The signs are that ‘Kristallnacht’ had a profound impact upon Hitler. 

 But, somehow, he was certain that this would be 

the outcome of any new conflict.

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who 

wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Holocaust to explain your answer. [40]
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Section C: Topic 3

The origins and development of the Cold War

3 Read the extract and then answer the question.

The Potsdam Conference should have been a time of celebration.

Yet not for a long time, not for a dozen years, would Truman concede that he had been naïve at 

Potsdam – ‘an innocent idealist’ in his own words, dealing with an unscrupulous Russian dictator. 

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who 

wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Cold War to explain your answer. [40]
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