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2 Cambridge AS & A Level Global Perspectives 9239  
 

Introduction 

 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A 
Level Global Perspective and Research (9239), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance 
(high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is 
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.  
 
Each essay is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This, in 
turn, followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved.  In this way it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they will have to do 
to improve their answers. At the end there is a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for 
each question.  
 
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard 
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the 
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been 
omitted.  
 
The Mark schemes used here are available to download as a zip file from Teacher Support as the Example 
Candidate Responses Files.  
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
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How to use this booklet 

Answers by real candidates in exam 

conditions. These show you the types of 

answers for each level. 

Discuss and analyse the answers with 

your learners in the classroom to 

improve their skills. 

Examiner comments are 

alongside the answers, 

linked to specific part of the 

answer. These explain 

where and why marks were 

awarded. This helps you to 

interpret the standard of 

Cambridge exams and 

helps your learners to 

refine exam technique. 

This explains how the candidate could have improved the 

answer.  This helps you to interpret the standard of 

Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine exam 

technique. 
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Assessment at a glance 

 
For Cambridge International AS Level Global Perspectives & Research, candidates take three compulsory 
components: Written Examination; Essay; Team Project. All three components are externally assessed. 
 
For Cambridge International A Level Global Perspectives & Research, candidates take four compulsory 
components: Written Examination; Essay; Team Project; Cambridge Research Report. Components 1 to 3 
are externally assessed and Component 4 is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
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Component 

Weighting 

AS 
Level 

A  
Level 

Component 1 Written Examination 1 hour 30 minutes 
Written examination consisting of compulsory, structured questions based on 
sources provided with the examination paper. 
 
Candidates analyse and evaluate arguments, interrogate evidence and compare 
perspectives on global issues listed in the syllabus. 
 
30 marks 

30% 15% 

Component 2 Essay 
Candidates explore different perspectives on issues of global significance arising 
from their studies during the course and write an essay based on their research.  
The essay title is devised by candidates themselves. 
 
The essay must be between 1750 and 2000 words and written in continuous prose. 
 
35 marks 

35% 17.5% 

Component 3 Team Project 
Candidates work in teams to identify a local problem which has global relevance. 
Individual team members research the issue and suggest solutions to the problem 
based on their research findings. Teams work together to agree a set of proposed 
team solutions to the problem. 
 
While the focus of the task is on team work, each candidate within a team prepares 
two pieces of work for individual submission. These are: 
 
Presentation 
Each candidate presents an eight-minute live presentation of their individual 
research and proposed solutions to the problem. Team presentations are not 
permitted. (25 marks) 
 
Reflective Paper 
Each candidate explains these team solutions in an individual 800-word reflective 
paper. (10 marks) 
 
35 marks in total 

35% 17.5% 

Component 4 Cambridge Research Report 
Candidates devise and develop a research question. This is answered in a report 
based on independent personal research.  
 
The research report must not exceed 5000 words. 
 
75 marks 

– 50% 

 
Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and 
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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Component 2 - Essay 

 

Example candidate response – high 
 

Examiner comments 

 

 

 

 The essay title 

establishes a question open 
to globally contrasting 
perspectives. 
 
 

 Citation and referencing 

of sources are effective and 
correctly structured in 
footnote: communication 
skills. 
 
 
 

 
 

  Key terms and 

parameters are clearly 
defined and described 
precisely. 
 

 
 

 Two globally contrasting 

perspectives are 
introduced. References to 
finite resources and 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
underline the global 
character of the question. 
 

4 

3 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 

4 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 Relevance and 

credibility of the source is 
clearly established: source 
selection. 
 

 The candidate 

intelligently uses alternative 
sources in order to 
challenge major premises of 
arguments contained within 
the main source under 
consideration: analysis of 
sources. 
 

 Considerable detail is 

extracted from the source 
(source selection). 
Analysis displays a full 
understanding of both 
arguments and structure 
within the sources. It is 
thoughtful and critical 
evaluation is employed 
across a wide range of 
criteria: analysis of sources. 
 

 Relevance and 

credibility of the contrasting 
source is established: 
source selection. 

8 

7 

6 

5 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

  These paragraphs 

contain several brief 
references providing 
contrasting global sources. 
For example: Greenpeace 
International, World 
Nuclear, Organisation and 
Japan Times: source 
selection. 
 

   The second source is 

treated to a similar high 
quality of analysis and 
evaluation as the first 
source (analysis of sources) 
whilst detailed evidence is 
extracted: source selection. 
 

  The candidate gives 

personal standpoint: 
conclusion and reflection. 
 

  Analysis and evaluation 

of the perspectives is rather 
brief. Nevertheless, the 
rigour of the analysis and 
evaluation of the two 
sources constituting the 
perspectives, clearly 
demonstrates a very good 
understanding of these 
perspectives: globally 
contrasting perspectives 
and analysis of 
perspectives. 
Presentation and treatment 
of the evidence is balanced.  
It is evident that it is partially 
to one side and indicating 
some empathy: empathy of 
perspectives. 

12 

11 

10 

9 

9 

10 

11 

12 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 The conclusion is 

supported and reflective but 
lacking a little in balance 
and refers to the impact on 
the personal standpoint. 
Crucially, the candidate 
recognises the limitations of 
the research and provides 
thoughtful and reasoned 
suggestions for further 
research: conclusion and 
reflection. 
 

  The essay benefits 

from excellent 
communication skills which 
combined with an equally 
excellent structure, is both 
pleasurable to read and 
effortless to understand and 
follow: communication 
skills. 
 
 
Total mark awarded  
= 30 out of 35 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The essay addressed all criteria fully within a word limit of 2000. The candidate achieved level 5 for the 
rigour of the analysis and evaluation of sources. This work accounted for a large proportion of the total word 
length and mitigated against a fuller presentation of evidence within the sources. To achieve full marks 
candidate should have supported the judgements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 

13 

14 13 
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Example candidate response – middle Examiner comments 

 

 

 
 
 

 The essay title 

establishes a question 
which is open to globally 
contrasting sources. 

1 
1 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 Key terms are 

introduced and defined and 
central controversies, 
establishing the debate, are 
introduced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 First source is in favour 

from US academics. The 
candidate gives detailed 
presentation of views. 
However the citation is 
incomplete: communication 
skills and source selection. 

3 

2 

3 

2 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  Credibility is 

established and the 
candidate shows good 
understanding of material. 
There is some evaluation 
but this is very limited: 
source selection and 
analysis of sources. 

4 4 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Third source is in favour 

from UK academics. 
Presentation of arguments 
is clear and credibility has 
been established: source 
selection and analysis of 
sources. 

 

   The evaluation is brief 

and limited in range: 
analysis of sources. 

6 

5 

6 

5 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Fourth source presents 

US academics’ 
interpretation of a range of 
religious views both in 
favour and against. The 
inclusion of these views 
which, by their nature, are 
world views, confirms the 
global character and 
treatment of the issues: 
source selection and 
analysis of sources. 
However, there is a lack of 
balance as considerably 
more weight is given to the 
perspective in favour. 
Nevertheless, the opposing 
view is not side lined and 
given some space, 
indicating some empathy for 
the alternative perspective: 
empathy of perspectives 
and globally contrasting 
perspectives. 
 

  The candidate gives 

his/her own summary of this 
evidence but there is little 
evaluation. 

8 

7 

7 

8 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 
 

 The candidate 

understands the evidence 
and utilises one perspective 
to form the conclusion. 
However there is little 
evaluation in the summary. 
 

 The conclusion is not 

supported by the argument 
and there is no direct 
reference to the personal 
standpoint. However, there 
is an element of reflection in 
the final assertions and an 
attempt to identify the need 
for further research: 
conclusion and reflection. 
 
Total mark awarded =  
20 out of 35  

10 

9 

9 

10 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The essay was written in straightforward fashion with little linkage or synthesis, leaving it short of Level 4. 
Equally, the precise sources of evidence should have been transmitted through the citations. 
 
Sources were contrasting but were not global.  
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Example candidate response – low Examiner comments 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  The title makes an 

assertion which appears to 
rule out the possibility that 
the question will be open to 
contrasting perspectives. 
 

  The question has been 

answered with a single 
explanation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

1 

1 

2 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
   The candidate explains 

the facts, however the 
citation is incomplete. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  The candidate presents 

physical and psychological 
consequences. The citation 
of evidence is incomplete. 

4 

3 

4 

3 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  Educational 

consequences are 
presented without 
identification of sources. 
The candidate makes 
his/her own assertions. 

5 5 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 



Component 2  

 Cambridge AS & A Level Global Perspectives 9239 21 
 

Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

  The preceding four 

paragraphs all follow the 
same pattern in that they 
identify further contributing 
factors. On the whole, 
sources are not cited, 
although each paragraph 
concludes with a quote 
accompanied by an 
incomplete citation. The 
candidate has presented 
much evidence indicating 
the ways in which human 
rights are violated. 
Unfortunately, there is a 
complete absence of 
contrasting evidence, either 
in the way that human rights 
are not violated or the ways 
in which developing nations 
have acted to prevent the 
practice of child marriages. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  Finally the candidate 

seeks to confirm that 
human rights are being 
violated by using the 
wording of international 
conventions. 

7 

6 

6 

7 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 
 

 

 The final paragraph 

resembles a plea for action 
rather than a conventional 
conclusion seeking to resolve 
an argument. The candidate 
has failed to grasp what is 
required of a global 
perspectives essay. 
 
 
 
 
Total mark awarded 
= 10 out of 35 

 
How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
Communication was clear and some structure emerged from the use of paragraphs but citations, when present, 
were incomplete: communication skills.  Sources of evidence had some differences but there were no real 
contrast (source selection) and the lack of contrast limits the evidence. The judgments did not arise from 
argument: analysis of sources. Several contributing factors for child marriages are presented and, taken together, 
they amount to a perspective. 
 
However, the absence of an alternative resulted in the absence of any empathy, contrast and analysis (empathy 
of perspectives, globally contrasting perspectives and analysing of perspectives). The conclusion was not 
supported by argument and there was no suggestion for further research: conclusion and reflection. 
 
 
 
 

8 

8 
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