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Introduction 
 

 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and A 
Level Literature in English (9695), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the 
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is 
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.  
 
For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted: 

 
Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by 
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are 
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. 
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still 
have to do to improve their marks. 
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 

Question 

Mark scheme 

Example candidate 

response 

Examiner comment 

There are some changes to the format of mark schemes for examinations from 2016. Bands have been 

changed to Levels and level descriptors have been inverted so that the highest level is Level 6 and the 

lowest level is Level 1. New specimen mark schemes for examinations from 2016 are available on 

https://teachers.cie.org.uk 

https://teachers.cie.org.uk/
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Assessment at a glance 
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Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and 
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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Paper 5 – Shakespeare and other pre-20th Century Texts 
 

 

Question 1a 
June 2015 Question Paper 51 is available on Teacher Support Site at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/qualifications/academic/uppersec/alevel/subject?assdef_id=744 
 

Mark scheme, all questions 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 
The candidate argues a sophisticated case, focusing from the start on the key terms of the question: 
‘presentation’ and ‘meaning and effects’. The argument is set out in the introduction, focusing on relevant 
themes, which, in the candidate’s view, this relationship contributes to. The main essay expands on these 
ideas in turn, considering ‘family’ and making some thoughtful points about the two girls’ relationships with 
their fathers. This is developed into exploring the contrast between the two girls and their eventual husbands, 
the brothers Oliver and Orlando. These points are supported by relevant, brief textual references. The 
argument also considers ‘transgression’, offering a more unusual interpretation of the girls’ relationship, but 
crucially that is developed into an exploration of Shakespeare’s ‘transgression’ of other theatrical 
conventions, neatly embedding different opinions and interpretations of the relationship and how it is 
presented. There is secure knowledge of the text and partly the context, with secure understanding of how 
the writer’s choices, such as the contrasts between the couples, create dramatic effects. This might have 
been developed further into other elements of the text, such as their links with Touchstone or through an 
analysis of their language and humour. The argument and personal response was relevantly and well 
developed and clearly structured. Intelligent ideas were put forward, considered thoughtfully and expressed 
clearly and effectively. Other views were more implicitly considered, though awareness of different 
interpretations was in evidence throughout the essay. 
 
Total mark awarded = 23 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
The introduction is generally relevant to the task and sets out a view of how this relationship links to a wider 
theme of the significance of the forest. The candidate shows good knowledge of the text by referring to the 
changes that take place in Celia and Rosalind’s relationship between the court and the forest, though the 
development by referring to Orlando and the Duke is not fully integrated into either the argument or the task. 
The consideration of Celia’s reaction to Rosalind’s love for Orlando is interesting though lacking in sufficient 
support to be convincing. The relationship is seen as one way that the transforming effect of the forest is 
dramatised, with some useful linking to Orlando and Oliver, though the role of the girls in this respect is 
asserted rather than demonstrated by specific references to the text. The knowledge of the text is good 
though there is little awareness of the wider contexts shown. The understanding of the relationship between 
the girls and how that informs the audience response to some thematic elements is sound, though there is 
insufficient development of the analysis and too little sense of the construct to reach the next band. There is 
a relevant personal response, though it is at times asserted and only partly addresses the task. Expression is 
clear and there is a coherent structure with some sense of different interpretations, though again this is not 
developed enough to reach the higher assessment band. 
 
Total mark awarded = 16 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – low 
 
There is a limited introduction through a brief summary of the relationship and some of the relevant narrative 
background. This tempts the candidate into a less well-focused summary of the events, leading to the flight 
to the forest and the disguises. There is some implicit interpretation through the summary but this is 
undeveloped and assertive. The candidate does however see the relationship in terms of the wider theme of 
‘love’ in the play and how Shakespeare presents the girls as ‘selfless’, with some specific reference to the 
detail of the text. This enables the candidate to offer an opinion on the effect of this presentation on the 
audience: ‘it is surprising..’. The development of this idea however is rather generalised and leads to some 
personal views that are not quite rooted in the detail of the text. The candidate overall has a basic knowledge 
of the text with some understanding of how the presentation of the two girls might be interpreted in different 
ways. There is a personal response, relevant to the task, though not supported by specific textual reference 
and, though the expression is clear, the essay is unstructured and drifts into more general assertions, with 
little obvious recognition of other possible views of the text. 
 

Total mark awarded = 9 out of 25  
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Question 2b 
June 2015 Question Paper 51 is available on Teacher Support Site at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/qualifications/academic/uppersec/alevel/subject?assdef_id=744 

 
Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 

 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 
The purposeful introduction immediately explores the significance of the extract, keeping the focus of the 
question – ‘methods and concerns’ – in clear view. It offers a perceptive summary, which shows knowledge 
and understanding of the context and the situation, supported by apposite, brief quotation. The essay moves 
in a more or less linear way through the passage, focusing on characterisation and some of the key 
moments, often signalled by an exploration of the language and, crucially at this level of performance, the 
effects created by the writer’s choices. Dramatic conventions and effects are also well explored and 
intelligently linked to different possible interpretations, which are further supported by reference to different 
critics. This leads to the shrewd summary that this passage is a turning point for each of the characters. 
Secure knowledge of the wider text and its meaning and some appropriate contexts is clearly evidenced. 
This platform enables the candidate to demonstrate very good understanding through sustained analysis of 
the language of the passage and its effects – Desdemona’s use of ‘suitor’ for example. Personal response is 
sophisticated and indicates a grasp of multiple possible interpretations of character and situation, with 
reference to the wider text seamlessly integrated. The complex ideas are clearly and effectively expressed, 
with a clear, structured approach, focused on the terms of the task and pointed by thoughtful use of varying 
views from critics to underpin the ideas explored. 
 
Total mark awarded = 24 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – middle 

 
  



Paper 5 – Shakespeare and other pre-20th Century Texts 

 Cambridge International AS and A Level Literature in English 9695 25 

 

Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
The candidate begins with a general contextualisation and introduction to the passage, showing awareness 
of the significance: ‘setting up the main action’. The focus of the essay then turns to the characters, offering 
some interpretation on what this passage reveals about each of them in turn. This enables the candidate to 
discuss some elements of the style, mainly the language, though the analysis is not fully developed. There is 
some awareness of ‘concerns’ as revealed through character, though less focus on the detail of the 
methods. The candidate does present some personal response and interesting interpretation, a more 
unusual view of Emilia as ‘two-faced’, for example, or that Desdemona’s use of the word ‘honest’ might be 
seen as comic. The general introduction to Othello, although not sufficiently rooted in the passage, does 
show secure knowledge of the wider text and the candidate gives an intelligent account of the situation 
between Iago and Othello, showing understanding: Iago’s ‘feigned ignorance’ for example, and thereby the 
dramatic situation. The candidate appropriately sees this moment as a turning point in their relationship and 
explores well Iago’s ability to take advantage of the opportunity that Cassio gives him by ‘stealing away’. The 
textual knowledge is sound throughout, though some relevant context – the cause for Cassio’s plea to 
Desdemona for example – is missed, but there is a sensible balance between references to the passage and 
the wider text. Understanding is shown, particularly of character and character development, but there is 
insufficient analysis of the dramatic methods and the details of this passage to reach the next band. Different 
interpretations are acknowledged but again not fully developed into an argument, though the expression is 
clear and generally appropriate throughout the essay.  
 
Total mark awarded = 16 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – low 

 
  



Paper 5 – Shakespeare and other pre-20th Century Texts 

28 Cambridge International AS and A Level Literature in English 9695  

 

Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
 

 
  



Paper 5 – Shakespeare and other pre-20th Century Texts 

30 Cambridge International AS and A Level Literature in English 9695  

 

Examiner comment – low 
 
The candidate begins with a general and broadly accurate summary of the situation in the passage, though 
does not explore the context. However the candidate understands that this situation leads to the ‘drama’ of 
the play. The candidate then explores the characters, showing some awareness of different interpretations – 
Desdemona as ‘flirtatious’ for example – but not demonstrating that idea by reference to the passage or the 
wider text. The candidate does have a basic understanding of the situation between Cassio, Desdemona 
and Othello and is aware of the influence that Iago exerts over Othello. The candidate considers the 
dramatic effects of Cassio’s exit, with some personal response on how this might affect an audience, in this 
case a ‘reader’. These opinions are not developed by reference to the detail of the passage or to specific 
moments in the wider text, so that the candidate understands Iago’s manipulation is asserted rather than 
demonstrated by precise reference to the passage. There is overall a basic knowledge of the text and 
characters and some awareness of the dramatic effects, though crucially little engagement with the 
language. The candidate does offer a personal response, asserted rather than demonstrated but relevant to 
the task. Expression is clear and generally appropriate with some weaknesses and there is a rudimentary 
structure to the discussion, with some incipient awareness of different views. 
 
Total mark awarded = 8 out of 25 
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Question 3a 
June 2015 Question Paper 51 is available on Teacher Support Site at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/qualifications/academic/uppersec/alevel/subject?assdef_id=744 

 
Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Examiner comment – high 
 
The candidate’s introduction sets out how the quotation is to be explored with a clear focus on the 
‘presentation’ of Elinor. Austen’s methods of characterisation are kept at the centre of the discussion by the 
specific references and these methods are well explored throughout the essay. There is a well-focused 
introduction which recognises the ‘typical’ response to Elinor as the representative of ‘sense’. This is then 
developed, by using the quotation given in the question, into a more complex view of her as also full of 
sensibility. This duality is explored by contrast with Marianne and through discussion of Elinor’s marriage to 
Edward, and how that differs from both Marianne’s and Willoughby’s eventual situations. There is throughout 
secure evidence of selecting relevant knowledge, both of the text and relevant contexts, such as the gender 
issues Austen addresses in the novel. The understanding of the writer’s choice, how for example the 
narrative voice becomes at times Elinor’s voice and how that effects the reader’s response to Lucy, is very 
good, though to achieve higher marks this might have been developed into a more sustained analysis of 
other elements such as language. The personal response is often perceptive and the views expressed on 
Elinor’s sensibility, discriminating and fresh. Points are well argued and crucially at this level of performance 
well supported by reference to the text. The expression is clear and at times complex, with a well-developed 
structure to the argument and a coherent flow to the essay. The numerous references to critical opinions are 
relevant and used to underpin the candidate’s own arguments effectively. 
 
Total mark awarded = 23 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
The candidate begins with a general introduction to Elinor, setting out the ‘sense and sensibility’ duality, 
suggested in the quotation in the question, though perhaps crucially the candidate does not address the 
terms of the task specifically. The candidate develops the response by offering different interpretations of 
Elinor’s character: a personal one – ‘too reserved and remote’ – contrasted with a more general ‘21st

 Century 
view’, well linked back to the text through the references to Marianne’s view of her sister. The candidate 
does not specifically consider Austen’s presentation, but in the discussion comparing Marianne and Elinor 
shows sound understanding of the novelist’s methods. This develops into considering Elinor’s role in the 
novel through her relationship with other characters such as Lucy, Edward and Colonel Brandon; thus again 
tacitly exploring the writer’s methods. The candidate analyses the effects of the sisters’ contrasting reactions 
to Mrs Jennings, showing secure textual knowledge. The question is then more directly referenced by the 
exploration of the change in Elinor at the end of the novel as she ‘lets go of her facade’ and marries Edward. 
Crucially the candidate has not shown how Austen alerts the reader to the facade in the early part of the text. 
There is a sound and detailed knowledge of the text and Elinor’s role, though the interpretations tend to be 
asserted rather than demonstrated, so that the candidate’s understanding of the methods is implicit rather 
than demonstrated by analysis of specific moments in the text. The candidate’s expression is clear and 
appropriate and there is a clear structure to the essay, though the candidate does not develop the argument 
much beyond Elinor’s character and role, so that the more thematic elements of the text are largely ignored. 
 
Total mark awarded = 15 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – low 
 
The candidate begins with a general summary of the novel’s focus on sense and sensibility, linking this to 
Marianne and Elinor, which leads the candidate to consider the terms of the question, offering a personal 
view that Austen does not always ‘approve’ of Elinor’s thinking. The candidate attempts to underpin this with 
some contextual support, which is broadly relevant to the task, and comes back to the idea of ‘liberty’, seeing 
it in a more general way than perhaps the quotation suggests. Critical to the candidate’s level of performance 
is the absence of specific textual references, so that the essay is assertive and undeveloped. There is a 
better focus on the text with the consideration of Elinor’s contrasting views on Willoughby and Brandon, so 
that some knowledge is shown, but this is not developed further. The candidate repeats the idea that Elinor’s 
thoughts are ‘undesirable and negative’ but does not support this view nor demonstrate where and how in 
the text it is revealed. The candidate does understand the basic sense and sensibility dichotomy and sees 
how Elinor develops throughout the text into revealing her sensibility, though again there is no specific 
textual reference to support this view. The candidate has a basic knowledge of the text and the main 
concerns, though limited awareness of methods, which limits the level of performance to low. There is some 
personal response and implicit awareness of different interpretations, but these are asserted rather than 
demonstrated. The candidate’s expression is generally clear and there is a broad, rudimentary structure to 
the essay. 
 
Total mark awarded = 6 out of 25 
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Question 3b 
June 2015 Question Paper 41 is available on Teacher Support Site at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/qualifications/academic/uppersec/alevel/subject?assdef_id=744 

 
Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
  



Paper 5 – Shakespeare and other pre-20th Century Texts 

44 Cambridge International AS and A Level Literature in English 9695  

 

Example candidate response – high, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 
The candidate begins with a general introduction, though there is some focus on the task and this leads to a 
statement of the thematic concerns, showing the candidate’s clear understanding of the text. The candidate 
has a very good understanding of the duality in the novel and exemplifies this through an exploration of 
Marianne’s development, as a character and crucially as a symbol, underpinning this idea with well-selected 
critical comments and showing a grasp of the text as a construct. This leads the candidate into a 
consideration of the wider context and the argument is well developed by reference to the wider text   
‘Marianne’s sickness’ – and by analysis of relevant parts of the passage. The candidate has a very good 
understanding of the literary context and conventions and is able to shape that into exploring the effects of 
Austen’s presentation of Willoughby’s marriage and state of mind. The overall knowledge of text and context 
is very good, with secure and sophisticated understanding of the literary conventions and to some extent 
Austen’s methods. More developed analysis of some of the detail of the passage would have lifted the 
overall performance, though the development of the arguments is thoughtful and perceptive and at the Band 
1 level. Expression is clear and effective and the essay is well structured and controlled, with some very 
good references to critical views. 
 
Total mark awarded = 23 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – middle 
 
The introduction includes a brief context to the passage and the candidate shows understanding of the 
narrative methods almost immediately, with some understanding of the effects. The candidate focuses on 
Marianne’s development as a character, with some consideration of different interpretations, though these 
are not exemplified in detail. There is also some understanding of the style, such as satire and comedy, 
though these points are not developed through more detailed analysis. The candidate’s discussion of Eliza, 
Willoughby and Brandon demonstrates knowledge of the wider text, relevantly selected, and this leads to a 
more detailed interpretation of different responses to Marianne’s marriage to Brandon, supported by some 
detail from the passage and by critical views. The candidate’s knowledge of the text is secure, though there 
is limited reference to wider contexts. There is sound understanding of character and at times of narrative 
methods, though the ideas expressed in the introduction are not developed further. The candidate offers a 
well-considered personal response, though this is not supported by detailed analysis of the passage and 
there is a clear awareness of different views, often supported by critical references. The expression is clear 
and generally effective and there is evidence of a clear structure to the essay.  
 
Total mark awarded = 16 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 

 
 

Examiner comment – low 
 
The candidate begins with a general summary of the passage by way of introduction, with a brief context 
given. There is some consideration of style – Austen’s language and use of repetition for example – but this 
is not linked to an interpretation and is therefore rather general in its conclusions. The candidate does 
explore some methods – how Marianne’s plans are contrasted with her eventual marriage to Brandon, for 
example – and links this discussion to the wider concerns of sense and sensibility. This though is not 
developed beyond a basic level and the candidate then summarises the passage on Marianne and Brandon 
and also on Willoughby’s marriage, rather than analysing the detail or interpreting the ideas. The knowledge 
of the text is generally sound, though there is little awareness of contexts. The candidate has a limited 
understanding of methods but without consideration of some of the detail of the passage, this remains at the 
Band 5 level of performance. The personal response is partly supported by the text, but this lapses into 
summary and paraphrase rather than interpretation and analysis. The expression is clear and there is a 
basic structure to the essay, though the lack of development of the response limits the overall standard to 
Band 5. 
 

Total mark awarded = 7 out of 25
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