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Introduction

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS & A
Level Computer Science (9608), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance relate to the
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.

For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted:

Question
.
Mark scheme
$
Example candidate
. response )

4

Examiner comment

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained.
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still
have to do to improve their marks.

This document illustrates the standard of candidate work for those parts of the assessment which help
teachers assess what is required to achieve marks beyond what should be clear from the mark scheme.
Some question types where the answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple
choice, have therefore been omitted.

Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at
https://teachers.cie.org.uk
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Assessment at a glance

Assessment at a glance

For Cambridge International AS and A Level Computer Science, candidates may choose:

s iotake Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge International
A Level

» i follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 ifor the AS Level qualification) in one
series, then Papers 3 and 4 (for the full Cambridge International A Level in a later series

» to take Papers 1 and 2 only {for the AS Level qualification).

Components Weighting (%)

AS A

All candidates take
Paper 1 Theory Fundamentals 50 or
This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions.
There is no choice of questions.

75 marks
Externally assessed 1 hour 30 minutes
Paper 2 Fundamental Problem-solving and Programming Skills 50 25

This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions.
There is no choice of guestions.

Topics will include those given in the pre-release material.’

75 marks

Externally assessed 2 hours

Paper 3 Advanced Theory - 25
This written paper contains shorf-answer and structured questions.
There is no choice of guestions.

75 marks
Externally assessed 1 hour 30 minutes
Paper 4 Further Problem-solving and Programming Skills . 25

This written paper contains short-answer and structured questions.
There is no choice of guestions.

Topics will include those given in the pre-release material.’

75 marks

Externally assessad 2 hours

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) forms 50% of the assessment weighting of the full Advanced (A) Lavel.

Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608 5


http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html

Paper 4

Paper 4 — Further Problem-solving and Programming Skills

Question 1

1 A turnstile is a gate which is in a locked state. To open it and pass through, a customer inserts
a coin into a slot on the turnstile. The turnstile then unlocks and allows the customer to push the
turnstile and pass through the gate.

After the customer has passed through, the turnstile locks again. If a customer pushes the turnstile
while it is in the locked state, it will remain locked until another coin is inserted.

The turnstile has two possible states: locked and unlocked. The transition from one state to
another is as shown in the table below.

Current state Event Next state
Locked Insert coin Unlocked
Locked Push Locked
Unlocked Attempt to insert coin Unlocked
Unlocked Pass through Locked

Complete the state transition diagram for the turnstile:

[5]
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Paper 4
Mark scheme

1

Insert cain

e h
\_ J

unlocked
T At-l;mpt to
push % insert coin
Pass thiough
start

Mark as follows:
1 mark for both states correct
1 mark for each further label [5]

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608



Paper 4

Example candidate response — high

1 A turnstile is a gate which is in a locked state. To open it and pass through, a customer inserts
a coin into a slot on the turnstile. The turnstile then unlocks and allows the customer to push the
turnstile and pass through the gate.

After the customer has passed through, the {urnstile locks again. If a customer pushes the turnstile
while it is in the locked state, it will remain locked until another coin is inserted.

The turnstile has two possible states: locked and unlocked. The transition from one state to

another is as shown in the table below.

Current state Event Next state
Locked Insert coin Unlocked
Locked Push Locked
Unlocked Attempt to insert coin Unlocked
Unlocked Pass through Locked

Gomplete the state transition diagram for the turnstile:

Examiner comment — high

Here the candidate correctly labelled the states. The possible events when the turnstile is in the locked state
are correctly identified. The candidate did not appreciate that from the unlocked state there can’t be the
same event resulting in two different states. The event ‘attempt to insert coin’ was not identified.

Total marks awarded = 4 out of 5
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Paper 4
Example candidate response — middle

1 A turnsiile is a gate which is in a locked state. To open it and pass through, a customer inserts’
a coin into a slot on the turnstile. The turnstile then unlocks and allows the customer to push the
turnstile and pass through the gate.

After the customer has passed through, the turnstile locks again. If a customer pushes the turnstile
while it is in the locked state, it will remain locked until another coin is inserted.

The turnstile has two possible states: locked and unlocked. The transition from one state to
another is as shown in the table below.

Current state Event Next state .
Locked Insert coin Unlocked |
Locked Push Locked

Unlocked Attempt to insert coin Unlocked

Unlocked ) Pass through Locked,

Complete the state transition diagram for the turnstile:

. JInseck.coin

cnlacked....

Atkemn. Lo

inaerk coin

start

..... pass. %fmﬂ

L] . .
NE

I 5]

Examiner comment — middle

The candidate correctly labelled the states and the events that result in a different state. The events that do
not change the current state were applied to the wrong states.

Total marks awarded = 3outof5
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Paper 4

Example candidate response —

low

1 A turnstile is a gate which is in a locked state. To open it and pass through, a customer inserts
a coin into a slot on the turnstile. The turnstile then unlocks and allows the customer to push the .
turnstile and pass through the gale.

After the customer has passed through, ths turnstile locks again. If a customer pushes the turnstile

while it is in the locked 61‘313. it will remain locked until another ¢oin is inserted.

The turnstile has two possible states: locked and unlocked. The transition from one state to
another is ag shown in the table balow.

Event

Mext state

Current state

Locked Insert coin Unlocked
Locked Push . | Locked
Unlocked Attempt to insert coin Unlocked
Unlocked Pass through Locked

Complete the state transition diagram for the turnstile:

Examiner comment — low

._tﬂﬁiﬂdﬂedﬂtm.

[8] .

The candidate correctly labelled the states, noting that the turnstile starts in the locked state, as given in the
introduction of the question. However, the candidate did not appreciate that the arrows in the diagram

represent events.

Total marks awarded = 1outof 5
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Question 2

2 A declarative programming language is used to represent the knowledge base shown below:

01
02
03
04
05
0e
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
le

capital city(amman) .

capital city(beijing).

capital city(brussels).

capital city(cairo).

capital city(london).
city_in:country{amman, jordan) .
city in country(shanghai, china).
city in country(brussels, belgium).
city in country(london, uk).

city in country(manchester, uk).
country in continent (belgium, eurcpe).
country in continent(china, asia).
country:in:ﬁontinent(uk, seurope) .
city visited(amman) .

city visited(beijing).

city visited(cairo).

These clauses have the following meaning:

Clause Explanation
01 Amman is a capital city
06 Amman is a city in the country of Jordan
11 Belgium is a country in the continent of Europe
14 The travel writer visited Amman

(a) More facts are to be included.

Paper 4

The travel writer visited the city of Santiago which is the capital city of Chile, in the continent
of South America.

Write additional clauses to record this.

17

18

19

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608
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Paper 4

Question 2, continued

(b) Using the variable ThisCountry, the goal
country in continent (ThisCountry, europe)
returns
ThisCountry = belgium, uk
Write the result returned by the goal:

city in country(ThisCity, uk)

o T
- [2]
(c) Complete the rule below to list the countries the travel writer has visited.
countries visited(ThisCountry)
.- [4]

12 Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608



Mark scheme

2

(a)

(b)

(c)

capital city(santiago).

city in country(santiago, chile).

country in continent (chile,south america).
city visited(santiago).

accept in any order

ThisCity =
manchester
london

countries visited(ThisCountry)
IF

city visited(ThisCity) 1
AND

city in country(ThisCity, ThisCountry)

M =

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608

Paper 4

[4]

[2]

[4]
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Paper 4

Example candidate response — high

fa) More facts ars to be included.

The travel writer visited the city of Santiago which is the capital city of Chile, in the am!lﬁant
of Sauth America.

Whrite additional clauses to record this.
17 mp:mﬁmﬁﬁsmﬂ@q)

...................................................................................................................................................

18. C!tj__ . Cﬂﬂﬂ{{j (-‘im‘}‘ﬂég@; Chil€ )

19 r_’_am:r:t("){— N=Gaotingod. (Ch‘f% Southanee:! cm)

20 Giérj-n Lﬁai:@sﬂ (ﬁmﬁ!ﬁﬂ) i S
4]

(b) Using the variable ThisCountry, the goal

(©)

14

country in continent (ThisCountry, europe)
returns
ThisCountry = belgium, uk
Write the result returned by the goal:
city in country(ThisCity, uk)
ThisCity = 1ﬂﬂﬁiﬂﬂfmﬁns.hﬂdfﬁf
-2
Complete the rl._;la below to list the countries the travel writer has visited.

" i
countries visited(ThisCountry)

1F Q.tfg,«\fﬁf'tﬁafﬂ Thisci E@’) = -:::Hg—m -c‘:¢m+3v ﬁhW;ﬂM@)
........ dhen....aulpeut. mr,&i‘m'@ -

c}efa}e ﬂ;mmaaf Terelen, Ching. - %pm Chy. !e,.

AR AR AN IR PR RS IR R R RS [4]
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Paper 4

Examiner comment — high

In part (a) the candidate converted the given facts correctly into clauses, taking care to show that atoms and
predicates are written with a lower case first letter.

In part (b) the candidate knew that the variable ‘ThisCity’ would instantiate first to London and then to
Manchester.

In part (c) the candidate realised that the clauses ‘city_visited’ and ‘city_in_country’ are needed to find out
which countries the travel writer has visited. The candidate also realised that variables were required.
However, the variables for ‘city_in_country’ were not in the correct order as the second variable represents
the country and therefore needs to match the variable used in the head of the rule. The response then
continues as an imperative |IF statement rather than the required declarative statement making a rule.

Marks awarded for part (a) = 4/4
Marks awarded for part (b) = 2/2
Marks awarded for part (c) = 2/4
Total marks awarded = 8outof10

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608 15



Paper 4

Example candidate response — middle

(2)

(k)

(c)

M_ore facts are to be included.

The travel writer visited the city of Santiago which is the capital city of Chile, in the conlinent
of South America.

Write additional clauses to record this.

17 CAF'.}ml m.-...f.'.d}uj (1 = ﬂhﬁﬁﬁ.ﬁ)

18 i::li.'*.\mt’j.m.il.mh.ﬁmtinﬁdtmc.mﬂﬂj....M'}h...mm:f:@}.m. ..............................
20 C.r‘.ﬁ_*.h&r}eﬂc_bm.hﬂn:h
.. [41

Using the varlable ThisCountry, the goal

country_in_continent {ThisCountry, europe}
returns |

ThisCountry = belgium, uk
Write the result returned by the goal:

city in country(ThisCity, uk)
ThisCity = 1nndﬂmj!“lﬁhaﬁe:ﬁ{‘ﬂf'

| - [2]

Complete the rule below to list the countries the travel writer has visited.

countries visited{Th15Coﬁntry}

IF Wj Ea’.l'ah\’m.&%i L'ﬂfiﬁs.']j) A5l mﬂa ........................

16

i . T
= C..% LA Cam: ) {_TL_.}L}L,‘ _ﬁhicmm%ﬁ}
LavotGes__vistbeal { ThisGona .r{.j) .............................................................................
A VO - B

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608



Paper 4

Examiner comment — middle

In part (a) the candidate converted the given facts correctly into clauses. However, the response does not
clearly show that atoms and predicates are written with a lower case first letter.

In part (b) the candidate knew that the variable ‘ThisCity’ would instantiate first to London and then to
Manchester.

In part (c) the candidate realised that the clauses ‘city_visited’ and ‘city_in_country’ are needed to find out
which countries the travel writer has visited. The candidate also realised that variables were required.
However, the response is written as an imperative IF statement rather than the required declarative
statement representing a rule.

Marks awarded for part (a) = 3/4
Marks awarded for part (b) = 2/2
Marks awarded for part (¢) = 1/4
Total marks awarded = 6outof 10

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608 17



Paper 4

Example candidate response — low

(a) More facts are to be included.

The travel writer visited the city of Santiago which is the capital city of Chile, in the continent
of South Amarica.

Write additional clauses to record this.

(ﬂpijfﬂ.l - cﬁ'ﬂ (,S.m%ﬂja)

cﬁgz.,m.:.,mﬁnﬁ (smgﬂ n:h.Lﬂ..).._...Iffﬁfﬁfﬁfﬁf...ﬁ:.:..

20 ........r..i.1:3...:....viai?rs:.d_......C..Smhhgs:.].... PR

(b) Using the variable ThiaCountry, the goal

(),

country in continent (ThisCountry, europe)
returns

ThisCountry = belgium, uk
Write the resull returned by the goal:

city in country(ThisCity, uk)

T T O

Complete the rule below to list the countries tha travel writer has visited.

countries visited(ThisCountry)

= XYL Comoon) . e
.....Cs!u!}in.sa.ﬁ.,uu:_!i-:.d.,.,f.dﬁm:{unj ....................................... .

e bl ety vasited. . Sarbiage) Hhen oo

..................... countvies.=eisted . CoChile o

e o

Candidate script = 654551214
(file name or centre & candidate number or Scoris/Assessor ID)

18
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Paper 4

Examiner comment — low

In part (a) the candidate converted the given facts correctly into clauses. However, the response clearly
shows the atoms written with an upper case first letter.

In part (b) the candidate correctly stated that the variable ‘ThisCity’ would instantiate to London. The
candidate did not appear to be aware that the variable could instantiate to other atoms when testing the
remainder of the knowledge base.

In part (c) the candidate responded with an imperative IF statement using some of the facts in the knowledge
base, but this is not a rule for a declarative program.

Marks awarded for part (a) 3/4
Marks awarded for part (b) 1/2
Marks awarded for part (¢) = 0/4

Total marks awarded 4 out of 10

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608 19



Paper 4

Question 3

3

A shop gives some customers a discount on goods totalling more than $20.
The discounts are:

* 5% for goods totalling more than $100

* 5% with a discount card

*  10% with a discount card and goods totalling more than $100

(a) Complete the decision table.

goods totalling
more than $20 Y Y Y Y N N

goods totalling
more than $100 Y Y N N Y Y

Conditions

have discount card Y N Y N Y N

No discount

5% discount

Actions

10% discount

(b) Simplify your solution by removing redundancies.

goods totalling
more than $20

goods totalling
more than $100

[4]

Conditions

have discount card

No discount

5% discount

Actions

10% discount

20
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[5]



Question 3, continued

(c) The simplified table produced in part (b) is used as a design for program code.

Paper 4

The following identifier table shows the parameters to be passed to the function Discount.
This function returns the discount amount as an integer.

Identifier Data type
GoodsTotal INTEGER
HasDiscountCard BOOLEAN

Write program code for this function.

Programming JaNQUAGE ... ettt st e e s s e s sn e s bear s ee e s e s s san e anr e e s e s

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608
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Paper 4

Mark scheme

3

22

(a)

goods totalling

o | more than $20 ¥ ¥ i N
=
o
= | goods totalling
2 | more than $100 ¥ Y N ¥
o
(&

have discount card Y N i N

No discount X
W
=
2 | 5% discount X X
(%]
L

10% discount X

1 1 1
mark mark mark Ak
[4]

(b)

goods totalling
« | more than $20 Y Y Y
=
;:3" goods totalling v v N
B | more than $100
S

have discount card Y N Y

No discount
W
=
S | 5% discount X X
Q
<

10% discount X

1 mark per column

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608
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Mark scheme, continued

(c) Example Pascal

FUNCTION Discount (GoodsTotal: INTEGER; HasDiscountCard:

INTEGER;
BEGIN
(1) IF GoodsTotal > 20
(1) THEN
(2) ("IF GoodsTotal > 100
(2) THEN
(3) IF HasDiscountCard = TRUE
(3) *< THEN
(3) Discount := 10
(3} < ELSE
(3} Discount := 5
(2) S ELSE
(4) IF HasDiscountCard = TRUE
(4} THEN
(4) Discount := 5
(4) ELSE
(4) \h Discount := 0
(1) ELSE
{1} Discount := 0;
END;
Example Python
def Discount (GoodsTotal, HasDiscountCard)
(1) (if GoodsTotal > 20:
(2} if GoodsTotal > 100:
(3) if HasDiscountCard == True:
(3) return 10
(3) else:
(3} < return 5
(2} alse:
(4) if HasDiscountCard == TRUE:
(4) return 5
(4) aglse:
(&) return 0
{1} kelse:
(1) return 0

BOOLEAN)

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608

Paper 4
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Paper 4

Example candidate response — high

(a) Complete the decision table,

goods totalling
g | more than $20 Y Y Y Y - M
3]
= | goods totalling
2 [ more than $100 Y N N N
S -
have discount card Y i Y B M
No discount Wi Yl
2
2 | 5% diecount RV
g
10% discount Ve - @

{b) Simplify your solution by removing redundancies.

[4]

goods totalling . N
@ | more than $20 b § ‘]' Y !f
0
= | goods totalling
'% more than $100 Y Y \
(5]
have discount card }f N )’ Y
No discount e
L]
c
2 | 6% discount v |V
<
10% discount A
24 Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608
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Paper 4
Example candidate response — high, continued
(c) The simplified table produced in part (b) is used as a design for program code.

The following identifier table shows the parameters to be passed to the function piscount.
Thig function returns the discount amount as an integer.

Identifier Datatype
GoodsTotal INTEGER

HasDiscountCard -~ | BOOLERM

Wirite program eode for this function,

Programming language U;EMBHSIC

T T T T T T T LT R T T e ] e T T Ty T TR R T PP TR e

If. Goods Total < 0.0 TRt
.................. T o

...........................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

Eleelf . Goads Totul 70 And(rouds ol <190 And _HisDiscouitlard <TRUE Tien
i Discount = Good sTodol % 55000
Elseil  Godskial >100. And.. Has DisounlCand = TRYE.. Then.

e Dlscount < GoadsTotal x 10 =490
Reduen OB count

R R R A

...................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................
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Paper 4
Examiner comment — high
In part (a) the candidate correctly ticked just one action for each combination of conditions.

In part (b) the candidate was able to distinguish which conditions could not be simplified. When the condition
that goods totalled more than $20 was not satisfied then all other conditions were irrelevant and so could be
replaced by a dash. So the candidate correctly replaced the four final columns in part (a) by just one column,
removing redundancies.

In part (¢) the candidate used Visual Basic to answer this part. The function header included the parameters
but did not show the data type for the return value of the function. The candidate did not appreciate that a
local variable of the same name as the function is not possible. The candidate tried to deal with the last
column of the answer in part (b) first but did not realise that the opposite to testing for GoodsTotal > 20 is in
fact testing for GoodsTotal <= 20. The candidate used nested IF statements to some extent, but could have
improved on this rather than writing complex conditions involving AND.

Marks awarded for part (a) = 4/4
Marks awarded for part (b) = 5/5
Marks awarded for part (c) = 3/6
Total marks awarded = 12 out of 15
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Example candidate response — middle

(2) Complete the declsion table.

Paper 4

goods totalling
@ | more than $20 Y Y N N N
=}
= | goods totalling
E more than $100 Y N, Y Y N
have discount card Y M Y N M
No discount v ~
2
2 | 5% discount "‘2"
<
| 10% discount Y ~
[4]
(b) Simplify your solution by removing redundancies.
goods totalling ; N
@ | more than $20 4 N N
[#]
= | goods totalling ~/
E mora than $100 1 Y B
have discount card \?’ 7’ ™ i
Mo discount a.;;
L77]
5
E> 5% discount ~/
q .
10% discount g b

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608
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Paper 4

Example candidate response — middle, continued

(¢) The simplified table produced in part (b) is used as a design for program cods.

28

The following identifier table shows the paramelers to be passed lo the function Discount.
Thig function returns the discount amount as an integer.

Identifier Data type
GoodsTotal IHTEGER
HasDiscountCard BOOLEAM
Write program code for this function.
ngrammlng[anguage ..... T "-"P‘““ .................................................

de € Diskouat Ltiﬁbn&-s’mn& MogDitcounyCard )

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

...................................................................................................................................................

NtuDW:nm‘r = lh‘:(ﬂ&u&-ﬁnﬁl* D ':i )

_ eﬂ% [Gﬂm-m 4"“‘33 ond (Iumum&w "4 ')
NLN'I:HSM m"r (_(’."nn&'s"h‘tml Q"L"i )

C(:‘.!axairnﬁigjt I?' lbﬂ} ardl @Mﬁ\g@uﬁ{pﬁ

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

...................................................................................................................................................

MeuDueurr * GoadsTiten

Disoank (_ﬂ r‘j-)
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Paper 4

Examiner comment — middle

In part (a) the candidate identified the correct actions when the goods totalled more than $20, but did not
appreciate that as soon as the goods do not total more than $20 no discount is given.

In part (b) the candidate recognised some of the conditions which could not be simplified, but did not notice
that when goods do not total more than $20 then all other conditions are irrelevant as no discount is given.

In part (c) the candidate used Python to answer this part. The code is correctly indented and the nested IF
statements correctly formed. This suggests practical programming experience. The function header correctly
showed the parameters but the function body does not return a result. The question stated that the
parameter HasDiscountCard is Boolean. However, the candidate handles the parameter values as though
they were character values Y or N. The candidate does not check whether the goods total is over $20 but
less than or equal to $100.

Marks awarded for part (a) = 3/4
Marks awarded for part (b) = 3/5
Marks awarded for part (c) = 2/6
Total marks awarded = 8outofi15

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608 29



Paper 4

Example candidate response — low

{a) Complete the decision table.

goods totalling

30

@ | more than 520 iy Y N
2 | goods totalling . 4 .
£ | more than $100
3]
have discount card Y M M
Mo discount '?’ }/
W
5
5 5% discount
<
10% discount Y
(4]
(b) Simplity your solution by removing redundancies.
goods totalling
@ | more than $20 - -
§ goods totalling Y N
2 | more than §100
o -
Q
have discount card \I{ }l
No discount ¥
wm
5
5 5% discount
P4
10% discount 7
[5]
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Paper 4

Example candidate response — low, continued
(c) The simplified table produced in part (b) is used as a design for program code.

The following identifier table shows the parameters to be passad to the function Discount.
This function returns the discount amount as an integer.

Identifier Data type
GoodsTotal INTEGER
HasDiscountCard BOOLEAN

Wrile program code for this function.

Programming language E‘j“ﬂ?“ ,.
Ldef  biscowat ( GoodsTolal . Hasbigcound Card) i

e AL

B Gands Toka) (3 24100 and . Has DisGomiCard () 2=

................................ 5 t,amtwtﬁhwwx’(:kﬂ{
. T )
........... elif. GoodsTotal 04 180, anek. HasBicandCard() == ¥,

.........................................................................................................................................

(!
L]

Sobitwunt fwasuut = S

........... B'ISE;’
........................... ub?iﬂﬁwéﬂrmnmw*=0

B et T A

Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608
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Paper 4
Examiner comment — low

In part (a) the candidate identified the correct actions when the goods totalled more than $20, but did not
appreciate that as soon as the goods do not total more than $20 no discount is given.

In part (b) the response is a deduction from part (a). However, the candidate needed to check whether this
answer makes sense. The question stated that discount is only given when goods total more than $20. So
completing the first row with the ‘don’t care’ symbol is clearly incorrect.

In part (¢) the candidate used Python to answer this part. The function header correctly showed the
parameters and the function body returns the calculated result. The question stated that the parameter
HasDiscountCard is Boolean. However, the candidate handles the parameter values as though they were
character values Y or N. The candidate does not check whether the goods total is over $20 but less than or
equal to $100.

Marks awarded for part (a) = 3/4
Marks awarded for part (b) = 0/5
Marks awarded for part (c) = 2/6
Total marks awarded = 5outofi15
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Question 4

4 A payroll program is to be written using an object-oriented programming language. An Employee
class is designed. Two subclasses have been identified:
* HourlyPaldEmployee who is paid a monthly wage calculated from their hourly rate of pay
and the number of hours worked during the month
* SalariedEmployes who is paid a monthly wage which is one 12th of their annual salary

(a) Draw an inheritance diagram for these classes.

[3]
(b) The design for the Employes class consists of:
= properties
o EnployeeName
o EmployeelID
o  AmountFPaidThisMonth
*  methods
o SetEmployeeName
o SetEmployeelD
o CalculatePay
Write program code for the class definition of the superclass Employee.
Programming [ANGQUAGE ...ttt et e e e et e e e e e et eeatee e e e e e emae e ae e e emne e e een
.. [5]
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Question 4, continued
(c) (i) State the properties and/or methods required for the subclass HourlyPaidEmployee.

- [4]

(ii) State the properties and/or methods required for the subclass salariedEmployee.

.. [2]

(d) Name the feature of object-oriented program design that allows the method CalculatePay
to be declared in the superclass Employee.

1]
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Mark scheme

4 (a)

Frployes

HourlyFPaidimployee SalariedEmployes

[3]

(b) Example Pascal
Type
Employee = CLASS
PUBLIC
procedure SetEmployeseName
Procedure SetEmployeelD
Procedure CalculatePay
PRIVATE
EmployeeName : STRING
EmployeelID : STRING
AmountPaidThisMonth : Currency
END;

Mark as follows:

Class header (1 mark)
PUBLIC and FRIVATE used correctly (1 mark)
EmployeeName + EmployeeID (1 mark)
AmountPaidThisMonth (1 mark)
Methods x 3 (1 mark)

Example VB

Class Employee
Private EmployeseName As String
Private EmployeelID As String
Private AmountPaidThisMonth As Decimal
Public Sub SetEmployesName ()
End Sub
Public Sub SetEmployveeID()
End Sub
Public Sub CalculatePay ()
End Sub

Example Python

Class Employee () :

def init (self):
self. FEmployeeName =
self. EmployeelID = ""
self. AmountPaidThisMonth = 0

def SetEmployeeName (self, Name) :
self. EmployeeName = Name

def SetEmployeelID(self, ID):
self. EmployeelD = ID

def SetAmountPaidThisMonth(self, Paid):
self. AmountPaidThisMonth = Paid [max 5]

mar
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Mark scheme, continued

36

(c) (i) HoursWorked
HourlyPayRate
SetHoursWorked
CalculatePay : Override
SetPayRate

(ii) AnnualSalary

SetSalary
CalculatePay : Override

(d) Polymorphism

1

1

1

1+

1 [max 4]

1

1

1 [max 2]
1]
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Example candidate response — high

(a) Draw an inheritance diagram for these classes.

l, ET\"'\"EET

-

(onty Pod Epe2] Caered oy

(3]

(b) The design for the Employee class consists of:
*  properties
¢ EmployeeName
© EmployeelD
© AmountPaidThisMonth

* methods
© SetEmployeeName
© SetEmployeelID
¢ CalculatePay

Wirite program code for the class definition of the superclass Employee.

PO D SO s e e, o L e L

....... f:'nﬂ ‘j‘?"‘f“"&“
m’wlwm,mmm ..... R e TR CETR R S

B Ao iod DuMeantls, b RIEY s R N L

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Paper 4
Example candidate response — high, continued

() (i) State the properties and/or methods required for the subclass HourlyPaidEmployee.

g bl How WP Emplewe. . wil.... aobieth. % et properie,
and. witheds  Sora Hae... swpercion . Fuploge.. Toe. suelart

weid  au - p@periies 4]

(i) State the properties and/or methods required for the subclass SalariedEmplovee.
e subelelt Salalid Buplogen il ake. ik sl p@perties
ed welbodt Soove W, Swerelars ewplowe . ExXTle. propertiee. ..

W@A;@fﬂhﬂﬂsjﬂ%w“!ﬁﬁwwadﬂ
{%MW ................. 2]

{d) Name the feature of object-oriented program dasign that allows the method CalculatePay’
to be declared in the supercldass Emplaves.

N LRI e S e s e 1 B o e s A

Examiner comment — high

In part (a) the candidate correctly drew the superclass and the two subclasses, and connected each
subclass to the superclass. The candidate did not complete the inheritance diagram showing the relationship
with an arrow pointing from the subclass to the superclass.

In part (b) the candidate should have stated the programming language as VB.Net in the first line of the
answer space. The candidate shows excellent knowledge of how to declare a superclass.

In parts (c)(i) and (ii) the candidate correctly states the extra properties required for the subclasses
HourlyPaidEmployee and SalariedEmployee but does not state the additional methods required.

In part (d) the candidate recognised that the feature used here is polymorphism.

Marks awarded for part (a) = 2/3
Marks awarded for part (b) = 5/5
Marks awarded for part (c) = (i) 2/4, (ii) 1/2
Marks awarded for part (d) = 1/1
Total marks awarded = 11 out of 15
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Example candidate response — middle

(a) Draw an inheritance dlggg_m_m_mamm
Employel

Errplogedowme AS
s D A Mtesen
Avwqu:.ﬁkLaNM“\%‘ﬂJ\:
=3
Y Bounifoud € myglorg 2
hnhoiThe Ernployl
Kousdlsponts Ag |
HOunky Lol As
A5 A
(b) The design for the Employee class consists of:
*  properties
© EmployeeName
© EmployeelD
© AmountPaidThisMonth
* methods
© SetEmployeeName
© SetEmployeelD
¢ CalculatePay
Write program code for the class definition of the superclass Employee.
RIOT NG JADOUEDE . NI ... o o oo oo il sbeb e b amson s shesnrasrimarialiy
fublic, _Clael. Evpiougly. . b AR
Dann.... Eonvglenye€ Nowne....... Pg&ww;b ........................................................
Paim.....omn phanags . R . o U NP I B Al S
Dy, hesank loud ThioMenibs.... As....&m ISR S
Quenricble.... ... COMME T L)t
........ B A L e
LonplogeeNoume. . q... donna®ld.  Read Ladas s e
e'n\q ..... By W] 49\4\@4 AL QEMW .........................................
E‘N:iﬂ% ........................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................. (5]
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Example candidate response — middle, continued

(¢), (i) State the properties and/or methods required for the subclass HourlyPaidEmployes.
whenls | —3 " ¥

[

..... Btic.... bouatain M. Beudg sk I ok ...

.......... Overndie... Sue.... ot Poud......

ArcedBos This. Mﬁwﬂim unm%ﬂwh* mﬁ,ﬁ?ﬁeﬁt&f
BadSuds - et eeee ettt eee st [4]

[Il}l Etate the mopertses andfor methods required for the subclass SalariedEmployes.

(d) Name the fea‘ture of object-oriented program design that allows the method CalculatePay
to be declared In the superciass Employes. '

Examiner comment — mlddle

In part (a) the candidate correctly drew the superclass and the two subclasses, and connected each
subclass to the superclass. The candidate did not complete the inheritance diagram showing the relationship
with an arrow pointing from the subclass to the superclass. The inclusion of the properties is not required for
an inheritance diagram.

In part (b) the candidate displayed some knowledge of how to declare a class in VB.Net. The class heading
and ending is correct and one method is provided, although three methods were required as part of the
question. The properties of a class should be declared using the keyword Private rather than Dim.

In parts (c)(i) and (ii) the candidate correctly states the extra properties required for the subclasses
HourlyPaidEmployee and SalariedEmployee. The candidate also realised that the method CalculatePay
needs to be redeclared for each of the subclasses.

In part (d) by stating ‘overriding’ the candidate demonstrates some understanding of what the question is
asking but this is not the correct term required here.

Marks awarded for part (a) = 2/3

Marks awarded for part (b) = 2/5

Marks awarded for part (c) = (i) 3/4, (ii) 2/2
Marks awarded for part (d) = 0/1

Total marks awarded = 9outof15
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Example candidate response — low

(a) Draw an inheritance diagram for these classes.

Dulpot tonthiy

Wiefe .

—— i
i e
Flantjies gy ek o=
Caleuale ':«mm, : '\M\Hwbgp““‘%"l'
‘ Y G“\Hqunﬁz hnpual |
Qupot MoathlyWnge <alaity |

(b) The design for the Employee class consists of:
*  properties
© EmployeeName
© EmployeelD
© AmountPaidThisMonth

*  methods
@ SetEmployeeName
O SetEmployeelD
© CalculatePay

Write program code for the class definition of the superclass Employee.

Programming language s A e LBV E T RS
........ I¥riickive DapiiGeel "o et POl s )
.................. > \mwp\oawﬂomm%m

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

....................................................................................

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Example candidate response — low, continued

{c} (i) State the properties and/or methods requ[re::l for the subclass HourIyPaidEmployes.

3 ..... R\m, ..... Tt wﬂ\&ﬁ,&ﬁwﬂ.ﬂfﬂb@f@fﬁﬂqﬁmmﬁ 4
(il) * State the properties and/or methods required for the subclass SalariedEmployee.

‘e propaliey unll ke Ins. Em.{?\ﬁﬁ%m. ot Empis)es \Rand
Ponual %mmi .. w\‘a\gwe«%ewﬁbe co&wc-iud

(d) Name the feature.of object-oriented program design that allows the mathﬂd CalculatePay
to be deciared in the superclass Employee.

Hp...“-.”..""...1.1.1."”.1....&.“.5.,%+:,.‘1fnq"]"““.|1..Mu-hrﬂuruﬂ-lnn-n-unu--"i||ll!lu.ﬂllnu-i1lnr-1ﬂrn-illll+u-ﬂn-llu-ﬂnﬂ.lﬂll

Examiner comment — low

In part (a) the candidate correctly drew the superclass and the two subclasses, and connected each
subclass to the superclass. The candidate did not complete the inheritance diagram showing the relationship
with an arrow pointing from the subclass to the superclass. The inclusion of properties and methods is not
required for an inheritance diagram.

In part (b) the candidate does not appear to have any knowledge of how to declare a class in VB.Net. The
answer given here is an attempt at the declaration of a record. The keyword Dim is not appropriate here.

In parts (c)(i) and (ii) the candidate included the properties required for the subclasses HourlyPaidEmployee
and SalariedEmployee as well as the inherited properties which did not need listing here. The candidate
misinterpreted the term ‘method’ and described how the calculation of pay should be performed rather than
giving the identifier of the subclass methods required.

In part (d) the candidate provides an object-oriented programming term that applies to all classes, not the
required term for methods that behave differently for different subclasses.

Marks awarded for part (a) = 2/3

Marks awarded for part (b) = 1/5

Marks awarded for part (c) = (i) 2/4, (ii) 1/2
Marks awarded for part (d) = 0/1

Total marks awarded = 6outof15
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Question 5

5 Datais stored in the array NameList [1:10]. This data is to be sorted.

(a) (i) Complete the pseudocode algorithm for an insertion sort.

(ii)

FOR ThisPoOINTET = 2 TO cccvecmrioriireme e e e e senee s

// use a temporary variable to store item which is to
// be inserted into its correct location
Temp <«— NamelList [ThisPointer]

Pointer « ThisPointer - 1

WHILE (NamsList[Pointer] > Temp) BND .o ereen s
// move list item to next location
NamMEList [vevereinimeirenrrenmmemenese] = NAMELI ST [vvrieeeriiiernereenerreenennsennss |
POINEET €= ciieiieieeem e s s semeesresee e s e e e e

ENDWHILE

// insert walue of Temp in correct location
JO L= = o [ B TR

ENDEOR

[7]

A special case is when NameList is already in order. The algorithm in part (a)(i) is
applied to this special case.

Explain how many iterations are carried out for each of the loops.

.. [3]
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Question 5, continued

(b) An alternative sort algorithm is a bubble sort:

FOR ThisPointer « 1 TO 9
FOR Pointer « 1 TO 9
IF NamelList[Polnter] > NameList[Pointer + 1]
THEN
Temp < NamelList[Pointer]
NameList[Polnter] +«— NamelList[Polnter + 1]
NameList[Pointer + 1] « Temp
ENDIF
ENDEFOR
ENDFOR

(i) Asin part(a)(ii), a special case is when NameList is already in order. The algorithm in
part (b) is applied to this special case.

Explain how many iterations are carried out for each of the loops.

.12
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Question 5, continued

(ii) Rewrite the algorithm in part (b), using pseudocode, to reduce the number of
unnecessary comparisons. Use the same variable names where appropriate.

... [5]
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Mark scheme

5 (a) (i) FOR ThisPointer €& 2 TO 10
// use a temporary wvariable to store item which is to

// be inserted into its correct location
Temp € NameList[ThisPointer]

Pointer € ThisPointer - 1

WHILE (NameList[Pointer] > Temp) AND (Pointer > 0)
// move list item to next location
Namelist [Pointer + 1] € NamelList [Pointer)
Pointer € Pointer - 1

ENDWHILE

// insert walue of Temp in correct location
NameList [Pointer + 1] Temp€

ENDFOR

1 mark for each gap filled correctly

(ii) The outer loop (FCOR loop) is executed 9 times (1 mark)

it is not dependant on the dataset (1 mark)

The Inner loop (WHILE loop) is not entered (1 mark)

as the condition is already false at the first encounter (1 mark)

(b) (i) outerloop is executed 9 times (1 mark)
inner loop is executed 9 times (for each iteration of the outer loop) (1 mark)

not dependant on the dataset (1 mark)

(ii) NumberOfItems € 10
REPEAT
NoMoreSwaps < TRUE

FOR Pointer € 1 TO NumberOfItems - 1
IF NameList[Pointer] > NameList [Pointer + 1]
THEN
NoMoreSwaps € FALSE
Temp € NameList [Pointer]
NamelList [Pointer] € Namelist [Pointer + 1]
NameList [Pointer + 1] € Temp
ENDIF
ENDFOR
NumberOfItems €« NumberOfItems - 1
UNTIL NoMoreSwaps = TRUE

Mark as follows:

= change outer loop to @ REPEAT/WHILE loop (1 mark)
= FORloop has variable used for final value (1 mark)
e Initialise Boolean variable to TRUE (1 mark)
« set Boolean variable to FALSE in correct place (1 mark)
= number of items to consider on each pass decrements (1 mark)
= Cormect stopping condition for REPEAT loop (1 mark)

46 Cambridge International AS & A Level Computer Science 9608

[71

[max 3]

[max 2]

[max 5]



Paper 4

Example candidate response — high
5 Data is stored In the.array HameList [1:10].This data is to be sorted.

(a) (i) Complete the pseudocode algorithm for an insertion sort.

FOR ThisPointer « 2 TO /“:?
// use a temporary variable to store item which is to
// bBe inserted into its r:,c:-rr-eu:.-t locatian
Temp +— mmList[ThisPointar]

Pointer +— ThisPointer — 1

WHILE (NameList[Pointer] > Temp) AND @G‘"‘t"r‘}@/{
// move list item to next location

wamerist [ febadd ] — Namenist[.. Wby 4
Pointer + %M“"T
ENDWHILE

[/ insert value of Temp in correct location

ﬂameList[....fﬁ?’.‘:&i‘...ﬁ.ﬂ...........,.] — Fl-ﬂmrﬁm
ENDFOR
[7]

(ify A special case is when NameList is already in order. The a]gurlti*rm in part (a)(i) is
applied to this special case.

Explain how many jlerations are carried cut for each of the loops.
T Gues e, T WLLE g v v,
.. . Nonebi D). wU W

e 18]
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Example candidate response — high, continued
(b} An alternative sort algorithm is a bubble sort;

FOR ThisPointer «— 1 TQO 9
FOR Pointer «— 1 TO 9
IF NamalList[Pointer] > HamaList[Pointer + 1]
THEW
Temp +— WameList[Pointer]
MameList [Pointer] +— Hamelist[Pointer + 1}
MamelLiszt [Pointer + 1] + Temp
EWDIF
ENDFOR ;
ENDEOR -

(i) As in part (a)(ii), a special case is when NameList is elready in order. The algorithm in
part (b) is applied to this special case.

Explain how many iterations are carried out for each of the loops.

O Lo T R bt s, ...
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Example candidate response — high, continued

(i) Rewrite the algorithm in part (b), using pseudocode, to reduce the number of
unneaessary cnmpaﬂsans Use the same variable names where appropriate.

--------------- :E i.ulll-nuuuu .--uuu .-n.nu"""pp-r.“-r.."-.------------.-"-....-...-....-..-.-'...-.1....-...-1-.-..-.----------._u--uuuu--u
L
-
-
u sbassmansbsnn S T T T e e e L R L TE LT

EENEL AR AR SR R RS R AR R R R R WA tviJMZIlitllll+|-11l|-|-ll-!+1lHllll- -----------------------------------

...... WiTLE por gl 800, %?‘1
%wt TR —_—

B R R AraEsEEER S

o ToB. W Dndey €170 b
R - NM’M*.HM > M;‘;rﬁkﬁ;—fﬂ
o e a— Y e,

R {2 W7 J 77 5 A

ﬂ#ﬂi 3
................................................ l: T

..................... £maEWTW

N

L L L L T T e ey e T e e L TR ELETEET]

In parts (a)(i) and (ii) the candidate demonstrates excellent understanding of the insertion sort algorithm. The
only inaccuracy is that the second condition for the WHILE loop would terminate the loop too early. The
candidate correctly recognises that the WHILE loop will not execute at all when the NamelList is already in
order. However, the fact that the FOR loop will execute 9 times regardless of the state of NamelList is not
mentioned.

In part (b)(i) the response here is not very clear. The candidate needs to state that each FOR loop will
execute 9 times as they are not dependent on any condition. In part (b)(ii) the candidate demonstrates
excellent understanding of how a bubble sort operates and where changes are possible to improve
efficiency. The candidate realises that the outer loop can be changed to a conditional loop, so it terminates
when there are no more changes, and the inner loop does not need to examine every element every time.
With each iteration of the outer loop, another element will be in its correct position and therefore the upper
value of the FOR loop can be decreased.

Marks awarded for part (a)
Marks awarded for part (b)

(i) 6/7, (i) 2/3
(i) 1/2, (i) 5/5

Total marks awarded 14 out of 17
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Example candidate response — middle

5 Data is stored in the array NameList [1:10].This data is to be sorted.

(a) (i) Complete the pseudocade algorithm for an insertion soft.

/{ use a temporary variable to store item which is to

FOR ThisPointer «— 2 TO ...

/f be inserted inteo its correct locatiecn
Temp +— Hamebist'[ThisPointer]

Pointer +— ThisPointer — 1

WHILE (MameList[Pointer] > Temp) AND Q?“"‘Iﬂ.}:\}

// move list item to next location

Hamelist [T""WQ’;}"E&" ........ ] +— Ham&List[..Eé‘t&&ﬁ.......,...,,,,--]
Pointer + ... ?MV&“"‘ .................
EHD%{HILE
J/ insert wvalue of Temp in correct location
HameL.i.st[,..Eﬁ‘:.ﬁ.ff...............] = rrrres T‘-’—"“; ............................
ENDFOR

(7]

(ii) A special case is when NameList is already in order. The algorithm in part (a)(i) is
applied to this special case.

Explain how many iterations are carried out rEﬁFh of the loops.

el wilale
No 2 e obeselion.... nsph A .. 0s. cassied .
. MLhﬁh%“mﬂM:\ﬂﬁ

e Rewacemn. Y S5 CondA Mia s TN

LNmmthat{«?nniU)‘?tm\m&lmt\u ................

gu&gﬁhéﬁodﬁtwlﬁugwﬂlbe.tﬂhﬂ

B A e e i3]
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Example candidate response — middle, continued

(b) An alternative sort algorithm is a bubble sort: ”

FOR ThisPointexr «<— 1 TO 9
FOR Pointer <~ 1 TO 9
IF NameList[Pointer] > NameList[Pointer + 1]
THEN
' Temp.+— NameList [Pointer]
NameList[Poinger] +— NameList [Pointer + 1]
NameList [Pointer + 1] « Temp
ENDIF *
ENDFOR
ENDFOR

(i} Asin part (a)(ii), a special case is when NameList is already in order. The algorithm in
part (b) is applied to this special case. '

Explain how many iterations are carried out for each of the loops.

........ oM kesalion.. foops mlh. be casticd Jhe..........
Qfaarmvs ing Yo Compare.each. dda it
O e Sreat. B Mee Ade bema... bvwlhwa ...........
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Example candidate response — middle, continued

(ii) Rewrite the algorithm in part (b), using pseudocode, to reduce the number of
' unnecessary compariscns. Use the same variable names where appropriate.

be*mph‘miﬂl="t‘q :
oc . Poimder = V. To. 8- TWin fadde

.............................................................. R L L T T T T P R T T T

I8 1Neame Link LPM@)]?LH&MLM&T.LPMQ&I%’ .....

------------------------------------------------

B .
. TW=Nﬁm&L‘¢ﬁ.L‘§’b=ﬁU§ ....................................
. N!h‘fM—LmiLPmY‘h—‘ e F erenes Nﬁmhm"flﬁm&ﬁﬂ\

—

B U e——— e .
Eund  Fae

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- T T TR R LR TR
T

...........................................................................................................................................

e wa R R N Tanmamin R R IR R R R AR R BN R R W R RN R R N AR R R N AR RN T R R T T TI AN AR R g
-------------------------------------------------- T R N R R R R E N N e T PR N P R A R R R R I R R R R R R N
. . - . seessssessasesessinsassesses |B]

Examiner comment — middle

In part (a)(i) the candidate demonstrates very good understanding of the insertion sort algorithm. There is
some confusion over which pointer to use when moving a list item to the correct location. In part (a)(ii) the
candidate correctly recognises that the WHILE loop will not execute at all when the NamelList is already in
order and that the FOR loop will execute nine times regardless of the state of NamelList.

In parts (b)(i) and (ii) the candidate appears to have some understanding that for each iteration of the outer
loop the inner loop is executed a set number of times. The misunderstanding that each loop iterates 8 times
rather than 9 times results in the answer of 64 rather than a total of 81 iterations. The candidate realised that
one way of making efficiency gains is to restrict the number of times the inner loop iterates for each iteration
of the outer loop.

Marks awarded for part (a)
Marks awarded for part (b)

(i) 5/7, (ii) 3/3
(i) 0/2, (i) 2/5

Total marks awarded 10 out of 17
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Example candidate response — low

5 Datais stored in the array RameList [1:10], This data is to be sorted.
() (i) Complete the pseudocode algorithm for an insertion sort.

FOR ThisPointer ¢« 2 TO s AV S,
// use a temporary variable te store item which is to
// be insertsd inte its correct locaticon
| 7 aysT 7% 4w Temp WameList[ThisPointer]
r T Fointer +— ThisPointer — 1

WHILE {HameList[P;ir:.ter] > Tamp) AND LE@"W"}D\)
// move list item to next location
HamEeList vt M .......... ] +— NameList[.. 1‘?’1’“‘!{-’
Pointer + blhh.ﬂd""}
 ENDWHILE

/f insert walue of Temp in correct location

NameList [T#Aﬁ?‘bﬁ'y‘?‘fe\'] - TbTr"-?

ENDFOR . WE z .
[7]
(i) A special case is when WameList is already in order. The algorithm in part (a)(i) is
applied to this special case.

Expl&in how many iterations are carried out for each oi thB loops.

s MHLE. Aeon..ovser ..« chone o ke o

g anclmmmnk[““llc'f—ﬁd&%m ..........................................

v [3]
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Example candidate response — low, continued

{b) An alternative sort algorithm is a bubble sorf: Z

FOR ThisPointer +— 1 TO 9
FOR Pointer + 1 TG 9 '
IF HameList[Pointer] > WamelList[Pointer + i] :
THEN )
Temp Ha'meLi-st[Péinter]
tlameList [Pointer] +— WamelList [Pointer + 1]
o MameList[Pointer + 1] %— Temp
_-ENDIF
E:.HBFGR
ENDFOR !

(i} Asin part (a)(il), 2 special case is when HameList is already, in ordsr. The algorithm in
part (b) is applied to this special case. ;

Explain how many lterations ara carried out for each of the loops.

“The, second 17—‘0@- Widker, 9 ey M ﬂ‘*

F\&Q?FQRL l‘ifm&@ g@.& e The acf.am\ o ‘m

checks m& o name. is odt amekor Yan B %U«luwa
B M‘i stnce b i ‘5‘D~' S “‘1‘5’"’ e ik 5‘“&““5“% 2]
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Example candidate response — low, continued

(i) Rewrite the algorithm in part (b), using pseudocode, o reduce the number of
unnecessary comparisons. Use the same variable names where appropriate.

TR Tkt o L T
R Poader <\ T0. ‘3 '

ol Nwl«:;t);’fw&w;l Z. thstffu\ﬂkafﬂj

:ﬁ::i: ............ Tusp = ﬁmthZPm.Eﬂ________‘________,_i:i:

# e - -
..........................................................................................................................................
+ - CEe +

NI S R R CCCTETT LT WA AR e (ETE I AR EEEEA N R A AR RS EE AR R RN AR R R
......... L R R T P

-
R A RS R R R e e e
¥

Examiner comment — low

In part (a)(i) the candidate clearly understands that the FOR loop needs to iterate once for every list item
except the first one. The complex condition of the WHILE loop is correct although the candidate is not clear
how to move a list item to the next location. The candidate seems unaware that although Pointer is set to
one less than ThisPointer before the WHILE loop, the value of Pointer changes within the WHILE loop.
Therefore, when moving the contents of Temp to the correct location, (Pointer +1) must be used as index,
not ThisPointer. In part (a)(ii) the candidate understands that the WHILE loop is not entered when NameList
is in order, although the explanation is a little too vague. The candidate recognises that the FOR loop will
always iterate 9 times.

In parts (b)(i) and (ii) the candidate states that the inner FOR loop iterates 9 times. This is true, but it will do
so for each of the 9 times that the outer FOR loop iterates. The candidate seems to be unaware of this.
Consequently the revised pseudocode is not an improved solution for the bubblesort algorithm. The only
difference to the original pseudocode is that the inner loop does not address the 9" element. This means that
the last element will not necessarily be in the correct position.

Marks awarded for part (a)
Marks awarded for part (b)

(i) 417, (ii) 2/3
(i) 172, (ii) 0/5

Total marks awarded 7 out of 17
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Paper 4

Question 6

6 A queue Abstract Data Type (ADT) has these associated operations:

*  create queue
e add item to queue
*  remove item from queue

The queue ADT is to be implemented as a linked list of nodes.
Each node consists of data and a pointer to the next node.
(a) The following operations are carried out:

CreateQueus
AddName ("A1i")
LddName ("Jack")
LddName ("Ben")
LddName ("2hmed")
RemoveName

AddName ("Jatinder™)
REemoveName

Add appropriate labels to the diagram to show the final state of the queue. Use the space on
the left as a workspace. Show your final answer in the node shapes on the right:

[3]
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Question 6, continued

(b) Using pseudocode, a record type, Node, is declared as follows:

TYPE Node
DECLARE Name : STRING
DECLARE Polnter : INTEGER
ENDTYPE

The statement
DECLARE Queue : ARRAY[1:10] OF Node
reserves space for 10 nodes in array Qusue.

(i) The CreateQueue operation links all nodes and initialises the three pointers that need
to be used: HeadPointer, TailPointer and FresPointer.

Complete the diagram to show the value of all pointers after CreateQuesue has been

executed.
Queue
HeadPointer Name Pointer
[1]
[2]
TailPolinter [3]
[4]
[5]
FreePointer [e]
[7]
[8]
[9]
(10]

4]
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Question 6, continued

(ii) The algorithm for adding a name to the queue is written, using pseudocode, as a
procedure with the header:

FROCEDURE AddName (NewNames)
where NewName is the new name to be added to the queue.

The procedure uses the variables as shown in the identifier table.

Identifier Data type Description

Queue Zrray([l:10] OF Node | Array to store node data
NewName STRING Name to be added
FreePointer INTEGER Pointer to next free node in array
HeadPointer INTEGER Pointer to first node in queue
TailPointer INTEGER Pointer to last node in queue
CurrentPointer INTEGER Pointer to current node

PROCEDURE AddName (BYVALUE NewName : STRING)

// Report error if no free nodes remaining

IF FreePointer =0
THEN

Eeport Error

ELSE
// new name placed in node at head of free list
CurrentPointer <« FreePointer
Queue [CurrentPointer] .Name <« NewName
// adjust free pointer
FreePointer <« Qusus[CurrentPointer] .Pointer
// 1f first name in gqueues then adjust head pointer
IF HeadPointer = 0

THEN
HeadPointer <« CurrentPointer

ENDIF
// current node is new end of gqueue
gueue [CurrentPointer] .Pointer « 0
TazilPointer <« CurrentPointer

ENDIF

ENDPROCEDURE
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Question 6, continued

Complete the pseudocode for the procedure RemoveName. Use the variables listed in
the identifier table.

PEOCEDURE EemoveName ()

// Report error if Queue is empty

OUTPUT QUEUE [teireirarrrcrrarrarterassasensasssrarsmrmssmssnssssassansannsans] « NATE

// current node is head of gueus

// update head pointer

// 1f only one element in gqueus then update tail pointer

// 1link released node to free list

ENDPROCEDURE

[6]
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Mark scheme

6 (a)
Head ——»| Ben
Ahmed /
Tail] ———| Jatinder / ]
1 mark for Head and Tail pointers
1 mark for 3 correct items — linked as shown
1 mark for correct order with null pointer in last nod
(b) (i)
Queue
HeadPointer Name Pointer
0 1 2
[2] 3
TailPointer [3] 4
0 [4] 6
FreePointer [&] T
1 ! 8
[8] 9
5 10
[10] 0
Mark as follows:
HeadPointer =0& TailPointer = 0

FreePointer assigned a value
Pointers[1] to [2] links the nodes together

Pointer [I10] = 'Null'"
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Mark scheme, continued

(ii) PROCEDURE RemoveName ()
// Report error if Queue is empty
IF HeadPointer = 0
THEN
Error
ELSE
OUTPUT Cueue [HeadPointer) .Name
// current node is head of gueue
CurrentPointer € HeadPointer
// update head pointer
HeadPointer € Queue[CurrentPointer] .Pointer
//if only one element in gueue,then update tail pointer
IF HeadPointer = 0
THEN
TailPointer <« 0
ENDIF
// link released node to free list
Queue [CurrentPointer] .Pointer & FreePointer
FreePointer € CurrentPointer
ENDIF
ENDPROCEDURE [max 6]
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Example candidate response — high
{a) The following operations are carried out:

CreateQueue

AddName ("ALi")
AddName (" Jack"™}
LddWame ("Ben'")
BddName { "Ahmed")
RemovelName

AddName ("Jatinder™)
RemoveName

Add appropriate labels to the diagram to show the final state of the queue. Use the space on
the left as & workspace. Show your final answer in the node shapes on the right:

Lo

;&E :%?Q}% i, Eiey1 9.
Jack e T |
Ren Fr%f“&i =t
Anwped  Jebinder bmed |2
Ben
W( Aned
1abrudes Jatinder [O

[3]
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Example candidate response — high, continued

(b) Using pseudocode, a record type, Node, is declared as {ollows:

TYFE Ngode
DECLARE Hame : STRING
DECLARE Pointer : INTEGER
ENDTYFPE

The statement
DECLARE Queue : ARRAY[1:10] OF lode
reserves space for 10 nodes in array Queue.

{i) The Createfueue operation links all nodes and initialises the thres pointers that need
to be used: HeadPointer, TailPointer and FreePointer.

Complete the diagram to show the value of all pointers after Creategueue has besn

executed.
Queus
HeadPointer Namea Pointer
o (1] 7d
(2] 3
TailFointer i3] 4
10 [4] =
[5] &
FreePointer i€] o 4
1 (7] &
18] 9
(2] f®
(10] &

[4]
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Example candidate response — high, continued

Complete the pseudocode for the procedure RemoveName. Use the variables listed in
the identifier table. :

PROCEDURE BRemovebame ()

// Report error if Queue is empty

TR Maadbintarso . e

s SRR EDOOR, oo

o3 st sasasinisotsneasormensesen 61 ssnbnkBS s BmRBR snven neminnsontes
QUTFUT Queue[_“."E4§£LE1"E?§ivxﬁfﬁﬁT“uuluu.uuu“.uu,"I.Nam&

// current node is head of gusus

// if only one slement in gueue then update tail pointer

PP R VR =S 1 e

....................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

ENDPROCEDURE

[6]

Examiner comment — high

In part (a) the candidate used the work space to write the items in the queue at different points. The answer
in the node shapes shows the correct names. However, the nodes have not been given labels, so it is open
to interpretation that the pointer values point to the correct nodes. The candidate correctly shows the final
node containing the name Jatinder with a null pointer. There are no pointers to show where the head and tail
of the queue are.

In part (b)(i) when the CreateQueue operation has been carried out, the queue is empty and all nodes are
part of the free list. The candidate correctly links all nodes with a null pointer in the final node. FreePointer
correctly points to the first node in the free list and HeadPointer is the null pointer. However, as there is no
queue content, the tail pointer should also be a null pointer.In part (b)(ii) the candidate understands that
testing for an empty queue means testing for HeadPointer to be the null pointer. The candidate correctly
initialises CurrentPointer and updates HeadPointer by following the pointer of the current node. The
candidate does not appreciate that if the last name in the queue has just been removed the head pointer
would now be null and therefore the tail pointer would also need to be set to null. Linking the released node
to the free list means linking it to the front of the list that FreePointer is pointing to. The candidate correctly
updates FreePointer, but the released node is not linked to the front of the free list.

2/3
(i) 3/4, (i) 5/6

Marks awarded for part (a)
Marks awarded for part (b)

Total marks awarded 10 out of 13
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Example candidate response — middle

(a) The following operations are carried out;

Createfusns
AddWame ("A11M)
BaddName ("Jack")
BddNama {"Ban")
AddN¥ame {"Ahmed")
Bemovelams

hddName ("Jatinder")
Removeliama

Add appropriate labels to the diagram to show the final state of the queue. Use the space on
the left as a workspace. Show your final answer in the node shapas on the right:

L‘q ' Ben

| Ben | §
o - Jakinder
-
U ;

@

Ahmed

[
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Example candidate response — middle, continued
(b) WUsing pseudocode, a record type, Node, Is declared as follows:

TYPFE MNode
DECLARE Hame : STRING
DECLARE Pointer : INTEGER
ENDTYPE

The statement
DECLARE Queue : ARRRY[1:10] OF Node
reserves space for 10 nodes in array Queue.

(i) The CreateQueue operation links all nodes and initialises the three painters that nesd
to be used: HeadPointer, PTailPointer and FreePainter.

Complete the diagram to show the value of all pointers after CreateQueus has been

execlited.
Queue
HeadPointer . Name Pointer
i 2 (1] 2.
[2] 3
TailPointer (3] i
[ (41 Ly
[5] &
FreePointer (el -
2wy 4 (7] 8
(8] 9
(2] \&
[10] 4

[4]
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Example candidate response — middle, continued

Complete the pseudocode for the procedure Removelame. Use the variables listed in
the identifier table. .

PROCEDURE RemoveName ()

// Report error if Queue is empty

.IF ( Head Ruinder... "O\ B2
.......................... QUTPVT.... EJ% (a1 N

OUTPUT Quenef..... 72 HEa PoiaE  over v eesenens ] .Name
// current node is head of queue

................... Custens. Bindec... o= Herd Badot. o

// update head pointer
................. Heodfbioted. = Quene L Heodlora bec ... Riaee.......

// if only one element in queue then update tail pointer

// link released node to free list

Queue,igs«\mmt..Qa}n.]tef;k..-:.?dr.\hﬁﬁ ....... N O N
257 T s DU

...........................................................................................................................

ENDPROCEDURE
(6]

Examiner comment — middle
(a) Enter your examiner comment here

In part (a) the candidate used the work space to draw the nodes in the queue at different points. The answer
in the node shapes shows the correct names and the pointers point to the correct nodes. The final node
containing the name Jatinder should have a null pointer. There are no pointers to show where the head and
tail of the queue are.

In part (b)(i) when the CreateQueue operation has been carried out, the queue is empty and all nodes are
part of the free list. The candidate correctly links all nodes. However, the final node does not contain a null
pointer but points back to the beginning of the free list. FreePointer correctly points to the first node in the
free list. However, HeadPointer and TailPointer should be null pointers as there is no queue content. In part
(b)(ii) the candidate understands that testing for an empty queue means testing for HeadPointer to be the
null pointer. The candidate correctly initialises CurrentPointer and updates HeadPointer by following the
pointer of the current node. The candidate does not appreciate that if the last name in the queue has just
been removed the head pointer would now be null and therefore the tail pointer would also need to be set to
null. The candidate does not demonstrate that linking the released node to the free list means linking it to the
front of the list that FreePointer is pointing to, so the pointer of the released node and FreePointer need to be
updated.

1/3
(i) 2/4, (i) 4/6

Marks awarded for part (a)
Marks awarded for part (b)

Total marks awarded 7 out of 13
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Example candidate response — low
(a) The following operations ars carried out:

CreateQueues
Addiame ("A1i")
Lddiame (" Jack")
Addiame ("Ben")
Addiame ("Ahmed")
Bemowveallams

AddName ("Jatindex")
Removelams

Add appropriate labels to the diagram to show the final state of the queue. Use the space on
the left as a workspace. Show your final answer in the node shapss on the right:

I =R -
2| Tome 3]

31 Ben “4,

y ] Domed ¢ 8

'j:ﬁtlniy\ | 6 ¥

i i L e L i s i Tl 1 AT P Ty

3 Phmed |57

@< Jdatindee |6

[3]
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Example candidate response — low, continued
{b) Using pseudocode, a record lype, Hode, Is declared as follows:

TYPE Node
DECTARE Wame : STRING
DECLARE Pointer : INTEGER
ERDTYTPE

The statemant
DECLARE Queve : ARRAY[1:10] OF Hode
rasarves space for 10 nodes in array Queue.

(i) The CreateQueue cperation links all nodes and initialises the three pointers that nesd
lo be used: HeadPointer, TailPointer and FreePointer.

Complete the diagram {o show the value of all pointers after CreategQuene has been

executed,
Duausa
HeadPointer Name Pointer

) (1] .
S| 2

TailPeinter [3] "-’f
0 () 5

[5] é

FresPocinter [el 1
\ (7] %

[e] 9

9] |0

[10] O

[4]
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Example candidate response — low, continued

Complete the pseudocode for the procedure Removename. Use the variables listed in
the identifier table.

PROCEDURE EemoveName ()

[// Beport error if Queus 15 empty

T Ereefoinben = L

.......... . 11 .
.................................... Repock. BN
T 505 B A SRS

oUTPUT Queut (... CAMILNT. F.ain'lﬁ,ﬁl cereero..] .Name
/{ current node iz head of gueie

.................. Buene(CuxrentPoinien). Pointen. =

| // update head pointer

................... Head Pointen, . =.. Guee Counnerd Pabfia) - Puinken. ...

// if only one element in gueus then update tail pointer

s am m[mmﬁﬁnmi&»] Poaden...z. 2o

R 0 0 R R R R R

// link released node to free list

........... B Exetlisk...... 4o 000 Conod pointsy).............

ENDPROCEDURE
[8]

Examiner comment — low

In part (a) the candidate used the work space to draw the nodes in the queue at different points. The answer
in the node shapes shows the correct names and the pointers point to the correct nodes. The final node
containing the name Jatinder should have a null pointer. There are no pointers to show where the head and
tail of the queue are.

In part (b)(i) when the CreateQueue operation has been carried out, the queue is empty and all nodes are
part of the free list. The candidate correctly links all nodes with a null pointer in the final node. FreePointer
correctly points to the first node in the free list and HeadPointer is a null pointer. However, as there is no
queue content, the tail pointer should also be a null pointer. The candidate seems to assume that if
FreePointer points to the first node in the array, the queue must be empty. This is true when the queue is
first initialised, but may not be true after names have been added and removed. In part (b)(ii), in a queue
ADT, the node accessed for removal is always at the head of the queue, the candidate here wrongly uses
CurrentPointer, which does not yet have a value. The candidate correctly updates HeadPointer by following
the pointer of the current node, but does not appreciate that if the last name in the queue has just been
removed the head pointer would now be null and therefore the tail pointer would also need to be set to null.
The candidate does not demonstrate that linking the released node to the free list means linking it to the front
of the list that FreePointer is pointing to, so the pointer of the released node and FreePointer need to be
updated.

Marks awarded for part (a) 1/3
Marks awarded for part (b) = (i) 3/4, (ii) 1/6

Total marks awarded 5 out of 13
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