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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/21
Reading and Writing

Key message

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

¢ Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5 (a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with achieving career success through challenging yourself and the
importance of choosing a job you enjoy.

Question 5 (b) requires candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can be their
own understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5 (b) should
be personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for
Question 5 is to be kept to a limit of no more than 200 characters.

In order to perform well for this paper, candidates should:

e consolidate synonyms, conjunctions and linking words, set phrases and question words

e read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the passages in the paper rather than using
their own general knowledge or personal experience

e to use own words to answer every question rather than copying from the passages

e have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions

e attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

The quality of work produced in this year's examination was good. Most candidates showed they had a
thorough understanding of the two reading passages and a good number of candidates offered complete
and accurate answers. In general, candidates answered the questions using full sentences and it was a rarity
that candidates lifted from the passages. Answers were presented clearly and, for the most part, handwriting
was legible. Most questions were attempted by all.

Many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen this year. Many
candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using
synonyms, rearranging the word order and selecting the key information. In some cases candidates had
clearly understood the questions, but did not provide responses pertinent to the question even when there
was quite a lot of information in the text. It is important that candidates cover all the points required by the
questions, as some able candidates lost marks by not giving full answers. Teachers should remind the
candidates to take note of the mark allocation; for example, if a question has 4 marks, 4 distinct pieces of
information will be required.

It should be noted that marks are also available in Question 3 and Question 4 for Quality of Language.
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Whilst many candidates provided well-written responses, others gave answers in note-form or bullet points,
which were fully credited for content, but may not have provided sufficient language to be placed in the
higher bands in the Quality of Language category.

Performance on Question 5(a) shows that this continues to be the most challenging task for many
candidates. Most candidates were aware of the length limit for Question 5 and managed to write their
summaries within 200 characters. Candidates need to ensure that they read the question carefully to make
sure they understand the specific focus of the task, rather than writing a general summary. Candidates can
improve by working on the skills to summarise relevant specific details rather than writing on something
either too general or irrelevant.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

A high level of performance was seen in answers to this question, showing that most candidates had
understood the vocabulary well and also had a solid knowledge of synonyms. To improve performance
further, candidates need to better understand the function of the vocabulary items and analyse their position
within the sentence. The best way to check if the correct synonym has been found is to see if the two pieces
of vocabulary are interchangeable in the context.

(a) Candidates were familiar with the vocabulary item as the majority could locate #}B) in the passage.
A small number of candidates did not attempt the question.

(b) Quite a lot of candidates found this sub-question very challenging. The overall impression was that
those candidates who lost marks did not know the vocabulary 7% in the question, therefore, they
either gave no response or made what seemed to be guesses, such as, 1#[4]; #Z%!. It is worth
mentioning that there were a very small number of candidates who managed to locate the answer
in the text as they wrote 5t<,, but, without the character ~, it was the antonym rather than a
synonym. Only those candidates who had genuine understanding of the vocabulary 7 ¢ managed
to secure the mark.

(c) This was the best answered question with most candidates finding the target vocabulary item.
Candidates who did scored 0 did so mainly due to the fact they did not attempt the question.

(d) Most candidates handled this question well and a high percentage of candidates scored the mark.
Ak} [A] was accepted as a possible answer. The most common wrong answer given was fiii#{.

(e) Not all candidates seemed to understand the words &8 and % had the same meaning, as
quite a few candidates wrote #|H, which was not worthy of the mark. Some candidates gave
#1E%E as the answer, but as the extra character changes the meaning, no mark could be awarded.

Question 2

Candidates handled these grammatical manipulation questions with ease. All candidates attempted these
questions and it gave the highest performance on the paper, with many candidates achieving full marks,
particularly on Question 2(a) and (b). Candidates were fully aware that they need to use the structures given
in the questions to re-write the sentence whilst maintaining the same meaning.

(a) Most candidates were able to use the structure Z fffLCL------ SR Jgeeees correctly to answer the
question. Most candidates knew they needed to rearrange the sentence order to maintain the same
meaning in their answers to that in the question.

(b) The structure tested here was familiar to most candidates, and the majority of candidates answered
the question successfully. Some more able candidates had the confidence to manipulate the
wording, to provide answers like, W1 AEEF2 @ R, AMTHEM S, of which the meaning is
exactly the same as the question. However, answers such as i1 A8 #1455 fa i 10427,

MR FEAHMZE could not be credited because the extra character ¥ changed the original
meaning.
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(c) Question 2(c) proved to be challenging for a number of candidates. A good number of candidates
knew how to use the f&----- [f] structure to manipulate the sentence correctly but weaker
responses showed confusion about the word order. Common wrong answers were,

BB 1 E RSP A ERERE s ARG 1 E RN 22 A TSR . Some
careless mistakes seemed to occur with answers like AN JEBEEL . 11 B K 1) /& 29 2B T UK 1.
Without Ain the answer, the meaning was unclear compared to the original sentence, therefore, no
marks were awarded.

Question 3

Most candidates performed very well in this question and showed that they had understood the reading
passage about career success through challenging yourself. Responses which used a variety of vocabulary
and also employed a good range of linking words to connect answers together, including:

B, K &J5; %H—, % . often scored well for quality of language. Most candidates expressed
answers in their own words.

Overall, most candidates were able to use the information from the texts to answer questions. Where
candidates did not score full marks, it was often because answers were not full enough for all marks to be
awarded. As mentioned in the general comments, candidates need to have a genuine understanding of the
passage, so as to filter through the extra information in the text to secure the marks rather than listing
irrelevant answers which may contradict the correct answer.

(a) Most candidates gave good answers to this question. A very small number of candidates
interpreted 4 KX 1 /LI 11 as A [ %€ i L{F, which did not demonstrate a thorough understanding of
the sentence in the passage. Other common incorrect answers, such as |73 5 Z T.1F, were not
awarded marks. For the last point in this question, a few candidates gave answers like
 H 2 iR P (FEENL . Whilst it was commendable for candidates to use their own words to answer the
question, candidates need to be reminded that they must keep the meaning the same as that of the
original text. On this occasion, i} % and Jikij# are two different concepts, and as a result,

A H 2RI ENG was not rewarded with a mark.

(b) Performance on this question was mixed. The majority of candidates were able to say that people
with particular skills would have an advantage in the job market. The other point was awarded for
understanding that people with other or broader experience would also have an advantage, and
required candidates to understand the vocabulary EAf in the text. It was evident that several
candidates did not fully comprehend the text as they gave answers like 4 (T.1F) £&5 1 A rather

than A AR TAELIHI N .

(c) This was the best performed sub-question of Question 3, with the majority of the candidates
securing both available marks.

(d) Candidates needed to be able to select and filter the relevant information to fit the requirements of
the question, and this proved to be challenging for some. The text used negative wording to
express the changes which needed to be made, and candidates needed to have fully understood
those ideas reformulating them in their responses. Some candidates struggled to identify the key
concepts and gave answers which were not close enough to the ideas in the text to be credited, for

example, =2 S R, BBAEECRT ;2L 55 BICH T 0h XU

(e) Candidates performed well on this question. Some candidates managed to fully explain all three
points. Others found it difficult to connect his enthusiasm for work as part of his positive attitude,
with some candidates incorrectly thinking /£ FL#1 & it T F % was the answer. It is important that
candidates read the question carefully as the question did not ask for what type of job Zhang Tian
did at the time, but rather a specific example of the positive attitude he had.

(f) The maijority of the candidates responded well to this question. Whilst some candidates managed
to gain full marks, others seemed to have struggled in switching positive expressions into negative
expressions in their responses for the second point. In addition to that, a few candidates seemed to
have forgotten to provide an answer for the first point, L5 [ O/ % 42 EA 2 I N 451 as they only
provided two valid points. Candidates need to look at the mark allocation of the question carefully
to prevent this from happening again.
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Question 4

Most candidates performed well in this question and showed that they had understood the reading passage
well. Some interesting language was used in the answers provided, including a good selection of linking
words. Overall, a large number of candidates were able to use the information from the texts to answer
questions.

Where candidates did not score full marks, it was often because answers were not full enough for all marks
to be awarded. As mentioned in Question 3, it is essential that candidates take note of the mark allocation
when they write their answers, in order to ensure that they provide sufficient detail to gain the maximum
marks for each answer.

(a) The maijority of candidates tackled this question confidently and some excellent vocabulary
appeared in the responses, such as 4 1 A% [ {3857 & J& ;
RT3 B ARG Fp I 0K 78 b i AR 40 AR 2, which demonstrated genuine understanding.

(b) A wide range of good answers were seen. However, a few candidates mistook BiZH %2~ as the
answer and ignored the fact B 71 < 2% was the evidence to support the hardship Mike had in
China, which was the correct answer, — ]2 )\ Z J145. When candidates provided answers like

A&di3r, they were accepted as the meaning is very close to Hif 5 [%#5. A small number of
candidates gave answers like %2 >] #13Z, which did not secure a mark.

(c) Most candidates gave detailed answers and also managed to rephrase the wording of the text for
all three points. A small number of candidates who only offered partial answers were not awarded
the mark, such as, 70 per cent ffJi] [A1#R7E 1. Without the concept “EiEH, the meaning is not
clear as this could be mistaken as any 70 per cent of the time for someone.

(d) Most candidates were able to discuss the possible impact of one’s interest towards their career.
Answers like 8 N7E TAER R EIPR,; £ AR % 2 25 2 511K were accepted. A few candidates
located where the ideas were in the passage, however, they were not able to grasp the key points
as common wrong answers like, i NEEH K /) Dy TARSRALH RILES,  AiX AN i 5Tk were
given.

(e) This was the best performed sub-question of Question 4 with most candidates finding the answers
without difficulty.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

The maijority of candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise many relevant points from both
passages. Almost all candidates kept their answers to the required character limit. The most successful
responses were those which paid careful attention to the question which had been asked, and focused on
the specific details to avoid lack of progress, to achieve success through challenging yourself and the
importance of choosing a job you enjoy. Some candidates also effectively integrated their own ideas for
Question 5(b) with the summary task Question 5(a). Some candidates did not score highly in

Question 5(a) because they did not address the question and drifted off-topic or peppered their summaries
with points from the text which did not relate to the question. This may suggest a misunderstanding of the
question. It is important for candidates to read the question carefully to ensure answers are focused and
relevant in order to be credited with content points.

All candidates would have benefited from taking more care when reading the question given on the paper for
Question 5(a) and checking that their answers are fully focused on that question. One useful technique is for
candidates to highlight the key words from the question to ensure they are writing relevantly.
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For Question 5(b), candidates should try to keep their experience or opinions concise in order to allow them
to express different views relating to the points from the texts. It does not matter if the opinions are positive
or negative, it is more important that the candidate demonstrates their understanding of the topic discussed
in the texts to give relevant responses to the question.

In order to score highest marks for language, it is essential that candidates remember to answer the question
in a continuous prose style. Furthermore, candidates need to be able to show their capability of applying
complex sentence structures accurately.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/22
Reading and Writing

Key message

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

¢ Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5 (a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with properties in school catchment areas and parental education.
Question 5 (b) requires candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can be their
own understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5 (b) should
be personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for
Question 5 is to be kept to a limit of no more than 200 characters.

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

e consolidate synonyms, conjunctions / linking words and question words

e read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the passages in the paper rather than using
their own general knowledge or personal experience

e use their own words to answer every question rather than copying from the passages

e have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions

o attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

The majority of candidates demonstrated a very good understanding of the two reading passages and
responded well to the questions asked. Some did an excellent job, responding to the questions fully, using
clear expressions and giving focused answers.

In general, candidates attempted to answer all questions on the paper. Furthermore, most candidates used
their own words to answer the questions rather than ‘lifting’ the original words from the texts, with many
writing confidently to express the relevant key concepts to answer the question asked.

Many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were also seen this year. Many
candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using
synonyms, rearranging the word order and selecting the key information. It is important that candidates cover
all the points required by the questions, as some able candidates lost marks by not giving full enough
answers.

Candidates are improving at answering questions in full sentences, however, responses which used bullet
points or were written in note-form were still observed. Candidate should be reminded that marks are
awarded for quality of language against these questions; in order to reach the highest mark bands for
language there needs to be evidence of use of complex structures, which may not be possible in a bulleted
list.
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Most candidates were aware of the length limit for Question 5 and managed to write their summaries within
200 characters. A small number of candidates only produced very short pieces which limited the scope for
them to develop their answers for Question 5(b). Some candidates are also still answering Question 5(a)
using a bulleted list. The expectation is that responses are written in continuous prose — marks are awarded
for quality of language, and so responses need to provide sufficient language to show evidence that
candidates can write consistently accurately and use more complex structures.

Candidates need to ensure that they read the question carefully to make sure they understand

the specific focus of the task, rather than writing a general summary. Candidates can improve by working on
the skills to summarise relevant specific details rather than writing on something either too general or
irrelevant.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Performance on this question was very good, with the vast majority of candidates showing that they had
understood the vocabulary being tested and could correctly locate the synonyms from Passage 1. To
improve performance further, candidates need to better understand the function of the vocabulary items and
analyse their position within the sentence. Furthermore, candidates need to be take care when writing their
answers, ensuring that they write the character accurately.

(a) Candidates were familiar with the vocabulary item and the majority could locate 7EF- in the text. A
small number of candidates made errors in writing the answer and instead produced % - or 7£ .
Such answers could not be credited as they have a different meaning.

(b) This question proved to be quite challenging. Candidates who answered 7{& %5 [i] were able to
locate the answer in the sentence, but the inclusion of the extra word == [i] showed that those
candidates did not have a genuine understanding of the vocabulary being tested, and may indicate
they picked a four character word to match the question 1/ #%1 4. Other incorrect answers
included H#iFH.

(c) Most candidates were able to supply the correct answer X3 to this question. Where incorrect
answers were given, these were most frequently /&2 or [ffiz.

(d) This vocabulary item was well-known amongst candidates, and most candidates secured the mark
by locating T4 in the text.

(e) Most candidates were able to supply the correct synonym #%#%. Once again there were a few
problems of written accuracy in this question, with candidates making careless mistakes, such as
writing #5#%. It is essential that candidate write answers clearly and legibly.

Question 2

Candidates seemed very well prepared and handled these grammatical manipulation questions with
confidence. Performance was extremely good, with many candidates achieving full marks. Candidates were
fully aware that they needed to use the structures given in the questions to re-write the sentence whilst
maintaining the same meaning.

(a) Most candidates were able to use the structure [XJy------ FrLeeeees correctly to answer the question.

(b) Although FEFA -+ fHsg e is quite a commonly used structure, a small number of candidates
rearranged the sentence order to give answers such as, BEAANEELIEER, HAZME I, Whilst this is
a grammatically correct sentence, the meaning has changed, thus, no credit could be given. Some
candidates managed to identify where to insert the structure, but kept /2 in their answer, which
produced EARAEE, {H & ABUELIEER, and could not be credited.

(c) Most candidates knew how to use the #&:--- 1] structure to manipulate the sentence correctly.
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Question 3

The passage about properties in school catchment areas was well understood and the majority of candidates
were able to selectively use the information from the text to answer the questions. Where candidates did not
score full marks, it was often because answers were not full enough for all marks to be awarded. Candidates
should be reminded to take note of the mark allocation when they write their answers in order to ensure that
they provide sufficient detail to gain the maximum marks for each answer; if a question has 4 marks for
example, 4 distinct pieces of information will be required.

(a) Many candidates did well to demonstrate their genuine understanding of the text in answering this
question. A wide range of good answers were seen, such as, ZZAEANBSIMANEE R, ZTFARE
R, WA DR, ERERIE, LEEER T etc. Some candidates misinterpreted the
meaning as 3% \ 2%, for which no credit could be given. Where candidates did not score all 4
marks, this was usually because the following point had been omitted: Z K A5 ik 7% F 3k iF =445 /A8 (E
TEZ M. To avoid this from happening, candidates need to pay attention to the marks allocated
to each question and to ensure they have provided enough information.

(b) This question was well answered by the majority of candidates. Most candidates were able to
provide answers focusing on the benefits of living in a property within the catchment area. Weaker
responses included facts mentioned in the passage that were not benefits, giving answers like Bt
FHSARE LA X 2248 LS 2. Some candidates struggled to understand the key
concepts and gave answers such as il 158 = 52 2= K I ECGARL & it which did not reflect the same
ideas as the text and therefore were not credited.

(c) Performance on this question was good. Most candidates managed to retain the key focus of (2%
and #( & in their answers; weaker responses sometimes strayed from this and were more general
in nature, e.g. FiEZZ A% or ¥R 4 EC A4 which do not necessarily link to education. A few
candidates struggled to find a suitable replacement for & “HE-FaE” 103, and the most
common incorrect answers were A7 BT H O, FEZTHIGHAE.

(d) The maijority of the candidates tackled this question with ease. It was rare to see incorrect answers
such as % & 74) or ALAKNR.

(e) Candidates generally performed well on this question. Some candidates managed to fully explain
both points, whilst others found the first point challenging, misunderstanding & AN E 5/ F— 2%
KB RE AT as {E2¢ X 5 A E 2. A few candidates omitted 1% - from the correct answer % 72 &7
%% 71 which caused ambiguity.

Question 4

The overall performance on this question was very good. Most candidates demonstrated their capability in
understanding the passage about parental expectations and managed to use their own words to answer the
questions successfully. Candidates need to be careful when answering questions and to check their work; in
some responses needless mistakes were made which suggested a tendency to rush rather any lack of
understanding the question.

(a) Performance on this question was mixed. This question required candidates to manipulate the
language given in the text to provide an appropriate response. Most candidates secured the mark
for the first point. Responses such as ((E¥f) 5557 #%F 7" showed that the passage had not been
fully understood, as whilst this information was given in the text, it related to what parents should
do rather than their expectations of their children.

(b) The maijority of candidates handled this question very well. There were some very well-written
responses such as 7EZ ¥ F A, FKIGE R LME 404 SR 1, and some candidates
even injected humour into their answers with wording like, Z K% 7% R,  iHHENEZ T4

‘ERRE . The inclusion of the key points 7£ 4% 1% i #[7] or i was present in all but the
weakest responses.
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(c) The strongest responses were those which were able to successfully identify the relevant
information from the text and recast it from being articulated as a negative into a positive
expression to answer the question.

(d) This was one of the highest performing sub-questions of Question 4, with the majority of
candidates securing all available marks. Most candidates realised that 474 was needed to produce
an unambiguous answer.

(e) The majority of candidates tackled this question confidently. Some excellent responses were seen

such as XA NAERAEE; NAEFFARALH], 2452 M0,

(f) This was another high-performing question with most candidates finding the answers without
difficulty.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Candidates continue to find this question the most challenging part of the paper. For Question 5(a), some
were able to successfully and skilfully summarise the relevant points from both passages, whilst others
struggled to link the points in their summaries to the question asked. Candidates need to read the question
carefully to ensure that the information they include is relevant to the question; the summary they are asked
to produce is a focussed one, not a general one. Some candidates included points from the passages
unrelated to current issues with education, like 4 i) K KAR D SKEAR M, A — T HEwhBE £ _Exb >J BE which
did not attract content points. The most successful responses were those which used concise language from
both passages or combined key points to address the requirements of the question.

Good examination technique is extremely important in this question and can often make a significant
difference to the marks allocated. Candidates need to be aware that they must provide 10 distinct points from
both passages according to the question asked for part (a) and talk about their opinions or ideas in part (b),
all within the word limit of 200 characters.

Question 5(b) provides candidates with the opportunity to develop their personal ideas and viewpoints on
the topic covered in the texts and several candidates expressed their own personal experience of parental
expectation through their own learning experience. Lots of candidates gave very interesting ideas, such as,
L5 CAH I TR A SHGEBRRERN, MNTRZ B UK TR RN ik 7 H C3)
T, XFEA BRI T B0 HBERE U RIIZ T 57 AORE A IRACRF R E R AIL RS, 1RSI ARSNGB XA
Fa LR, 45 ABK. It does not matter if the opinions are positive or negative, what is important is that
candidates demonstrate their understanding of the topic discussed in the texts to give relevant responses to
the question. Lower scoring responses had often written long answers for part (a) and therefore ran out of
room for this question.

The responses which scored the highest marks for quality of language showed an ability to use complex
sentence structures accurately, and some successfully used several sophisticated sentences correctly.
Responses which merely listed ideas without appropriate linking words or which presented ideas seemingly
at random without connecting them into a coherent response were typically placed in the lower bands for
language. A small number of candidates presented their responses to Question 5 as a bullet pointed list,
which affected their language mark. It is essential that candidates remember to answer the question in a
continuous prose style.

[t Cambridge Assessment
%}’ International Education © 2020



Cambridge International Advanced Subsidiary Level
8681 Chinese Language November 2020
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/23
Reading and Writing

Key message

e Question 1 is a vocabulary recognition exercise, which requires candidates to find words or phrases
from the first reading passage that are closest in meaning to those given in the question. Words that are
not in the specified paragraphs of the passage are not acceptable.

e Question 2 is a grammatical manipulation exercise. It requires candidates to rewrite the sentences
using the given phrases without changing the meaning.

¢ Question 3 and Question 4 consist of a series of comprehension questions, requiring straightforward
and specific answers. Candidates need to read the passages carefully and should answer using their
own words based on the information given in the passages. No credit can be given for responses if
candidates have lifted an entire unit of language unchanged from the original texts, or if they are based
on candidates’ general knowledge, or personal experience.

e Question 5 (a) requires candidates to produce a summary of the information given in both passages,
which this year were concerned with benefits of learning foreign languages and traveling abroad.
Question 5 (b) requires candidates to give their personal response to the material, which can be their
own understanding, experience and opinion of the issues raised. Responses to Question 5 (b) should
be personal and not a mere repetition of the materials in the given texts. The whole response for
Question 5 is to be kept to a limit of no more than 200 characters.

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

e consolidate synonyms, conjunctions / linking words and question words

e read the questions carefully and provide answers based on the passages in the paper rather than using
their own general knowledge or personal experience

e use their own words to answer every question rather than copying from the passages

e have a plan on timing for each question, depending on the complexity of the questions

o attempt every question in the paper, even the questions they feel less confident about.

General comments

The quality of work produced in this year's examination was excellent. Most candidates showed they had a
thorough understanding of the two reading passages and a good number of candidates offered complete
and accurate answers. In general, candidates answered the questions using full sentences and there was
only a very small number of candidates who lifted from the passages. Answers were presented clearly and,
for the most part, handwriting was legible. The majority of candidates attempted all the questions.

Many good and clearly expressed responses to Question 3 and Question 4 were seen this year. Many
candidates demonstrated their ability to rephrase information through using appropriate connectives, using
synonyms, rearranging the word order and selecting the key information. In some cases candidates had
clearly understood the questions, but did not provide full enough answers to be credited with all the available
marks.

It should be noted that marks are also available in Question 3 and Question 4 for Quality of Language.
Whilst many candidates provided well-written responses, others gave answers in note-form or bullet points,
which were fully credited for content, but may not have provided sufficient language to be placed in the
higher bands in the Quality of Language category.
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Performance on Question 5(a) shows that this continues to be the most challenging task for many
candidates. Most candidates were aware of the length limit for Question 5 and managed to write their
summaries within 200 characters. Candidates need to ensure that they read the question carefully to make
sure they understand the specific focus of the task, rather than writing a general summary. Candidates can
improve by working on the skills to summarise relevant specific details rather than writing on something
either too general or irrelevant.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

The overall performance was very good and the vast majority of candidates were able to find the correct
synonyms from the text and write them accurately. To improve performance further, candidates need to
better understand the function of the vocabulary items and analyse their position within the sentence. The
best way to check if the correct synonym has been found is to see if the two pieces of vocabulary are
interchangeable in the context.

(a) Candidates demonstrated thorough understanding of the vocabulary tested with the majority
correctly locating 1'Z /; in the passage. A small number of candidates did not attempt this question.

(b) The performance on this question was good, however, relatively speaking this was the most
challenging sub-question in Question 1. The most common wrong answer was 2¢ff1H4, which
showed that some candidates managed to locate where the answer was but did not have a
genuine understanding of the vocabulary being tested, therefore, included the extra words in their
answer.

(c) This was one of the best answered questions in the paper, with most candidates finding the target
vocabulary item.

(d) Most candidates handled this question well, identifying the word V7T 2k 5 = .

(e) This was another well answered question and almost all candidates were able to supply the correct
synonym AZiit.

Question 2

The overall performance for this question was the best across the whole paper. The majority of candidates
re-wrote the sentences correctly using the structures given. Where errors occurred, they appeared to be as a
result of carelessness rather than lack of understanding. Candidates demonstrated their knowledge of the
application of the phrases given but did not include all the details from the original sentence in their re-written
sentences. To rectify this, candidates should be encouraged to check their answers by putting the reworked
sentence back into the passage where the original text is extracted from to see if the meaning remains the
same.

(a) Most candidates secured marks for this question. The most common problem observed in
responses to this question was that of the meaning of the sentence being changed whilst
manipulating the language to use the required structure. For example, no mark was awarded for
answers like 2 4MELE XU 5 ) K R 4735 X as this made it a general view rather than one from
granny Liu’s personal opinion.

(b) Most candidates knew how to use the #% structure successfully. A few candidates omitted Ff/7 in
their responses, which made the sentence unclear compared to the original.

(c) Most candidates were able to use the JLit----- # structure successfully.
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Question 3

Most candidates performed very well in this question and showed that they had understood the reading
passage about the benefits of learning foreign languages. Responses which used a variety of vocabulary
and also employed a good range of linking words to connect answers together, including: B 4G . . H K-+
®Ja; %—, % often scored well for quality of language. Most candidates expressed answers in their
own words.

(a) Candidates performed well on this question. The best answers managed to express the sense of
comparison in their responses and fully explain all three points. Common wrong answers included:

Hepis o, SRR IR R

(b) Most candidates answered this question very well. Those who didn’t identify all three points
frequently omitted Z2fi# 1 4122 3% 50/ K17 i, which was a key concept given in the passage. There
was evidence that some candidates misinterpreted this information, so incorrect answers like #& &
H4E N #3268 /1 were sometimes produced.

(c) Performance on this question was good. The majority of candidates understood what the question
required and successfully used the comparative to discuss the advantages that linguists may have
in the job-market. Responses which did not include [ 4}, did not clearly convey that speaking a
foreign language would put them at an advantage in being selected for business trips abroad.

(d) The maijority of candidates tackled this question confidently and some excellent vocabulary
appeared in the responses, such as 3754 IR, (EMEHERIIT.

(e) Most candidates gave detailed answers and also managed to rephrase the wording of the text
successfully. A small number of candidates answered the first point by saying #i 2 7 AR £ (415,
Answers needed to specify that those restaurants were not popular amongst tourists. Responses
such as the example given were ambiguous, as ‘people’ in such responses could be anyone.

Question 4

Most candidates performed well in this question and showed that they had understood the reading passage
well. Most candidates were able to understand the information provided, demonstrating this by locating the
paragraph/section in the text where the answers were found. Some candidates carefully selected the correct
parts from the text to show their understanding of the questions, whilst more able candidates could show that
they had fully understood larger units of meaning by producing answers using their own words.

(a) Performance on this question was varied. Most candidates were able to identify the first point & &
Dy /1 without difficulty. The second point about the length of the time available for travelling
during the gap year was occasionally omitted. Some misinterpretations were observed in relation to
the third point, such as A4~ 1.0k 1 7] #. The passage states that not having money is not a ‘big’
issue, meaning that it is of some concern but not major. Therefore, answers saying that you don’t
need to worry about money were not accurate enough.

(b) The maijority of candidates responded well to this question. Most candidates understood that they
needed to take the information structured in a negative way in the passage and change this into a
positive statement to answer the question correctly. Some responses such as E{ T 7\ 4 %
showed that the text had not been fully understood and were quite different from A AR 2.

(c) There were many strong responses to this question and a good number of candidates scored full
marks. Some candidates omitted the key word % — X from their responses and i 5 % HE T 17 F%
was not clear enough to be credited. It is important that candidates read the text carefully and
provide all relevant details in their answer.

(d) Overall, this was the best performed sub-question of Question 4, with the majority of candidates
securing all available marks.

(e) This sub-question proved to be most challenging in Question 4. Most candidates were able to say
that one of the benefits of travel for Mark was that he made lifelong friends, but only the strongest
candidates were able to identify the second point. The key concept required was that he ‘secured a
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job/would be welcome to work there anytime’, but some candidates misunderstood this to mean
simply that he had gained some work experience and therefore provided answers like 1456 F|47 T.
4%, 223 74T LK. Other misinterpretations focused on the relationship Mark had with the
boss, with responses like 152 T 2R FIIAR], 2511 7 EZM or WEREIZRF I JE %, which could
not be credited.

Please note that in Question 3 and Question 4, candidates are not required to rephrase every word they
take from the passages to use in their answers. Candidates may use the passages as support to retrieve
some vocabulary but should not lift material from the passages indiscriminately or at length, as this does not
show that they have fully understood either the passages or the questions. Although the mark scheme is
presented in bullet point format, this is to show the key concepts required for each mark-bearing content
point only. It is expected that candidates try to use full sentences when answering questions, as they need to
show they can use more complex structures accurately to reach the highest marking band for Quality of
Language.

Question 5

Many candidates were able to successfully and skilfully summarise a range of relevant points from both
passages. Candidates who secured high marks for Question 5(a) understood that they needed to cover
what impact studying foreign languages and travelling abroad would have on one’s study. The majority of
candidates managed to find points across both passages, giving them equal weighting in their responses.
Candidates should be reminded that part of this exercise is to show an ability to summarise, and so it is
important that the points are presented clearly and succinctly.

Many candidates managed to give some convincing personal responses in Question 5(b), writing about their
own experiences and opinions with interesting insights and examples. Some of the responses included:
examples of candidates themselves living and studying abroad, experiences in travelling with their family and
how the language they knew helped them on their journey etc.

Good examination technique is extremely important in this question and can often make a significant
difference to the marks allocated. Candidates need to be aware of the need to keep to the limit of 200
characters for both parts of the question. Anything in excess of 200 characters is disregarded by Examiners,
and in extreme cases this can lead to no marks being awarded for Question 5(b).

In order to score the highest marks for language, it is essential that candidates remember to answer the
question in a continuous prose style. Furthermore, candidates need to be able to show they can use
complex sentence structures accurately.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/31
Essay

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

e structure the essay to ensure it is focussed and follows a logical argument

¢ demonstrate knowledge of advanced vocabulary relating to the topic and write grammatically
accurate Chinese

e write a response that is clearly relevant and relates to the specific question as set out in the paper.

General comments

Most candidates were fully conversant with the paper and its requirements. The overall performance was
good, and there was evidence of thorough preparation across the topic areas.

The strongest performers showed good subject knowledge and used a wide range of topic-specific
vocabulary. The best responses presented coherent arguments using logical structures to link the points in
an argument with relevant examples. They employed a sound essay structure adhering to good practice by
providing an introduction, balanced argument and logical conclusion, and paid attention to the specifics of
the question rather than using generalisations. Furthermore, they were able to focus on the task in hand by
comprehending the question and using their time wisely.

Candidates who performed less well included those who, despite their subject knowledge, did not properly
answer the question set. It is crucial that candidates are reminded of the need to read questions with great
care and fully analyse what is being asked of them. Weaker responses often needed to use a wider range of
vocabulary and more detail. Such responses also presented less cogent arguments, and used inappropriate
or unconvincing examples.

It was noticeable again this year that where candidates had gaps in their vocabulary, they frequently resorted
to using a hybrid of Chinese characters with pinyin or even English. In such situations, candidates should be
encouraged to modify what they want to say and use alternative vocabulary which they are confident in using
and that they know how to write correctly in Chinese. Some candidates also needed a greater awareness of
basic grammair, like the use of 17, #ti, 3. Others combined two sentences without checking the accuracy of
the grammar.

Improvements could be made by addressing the below areas:

e Taking adequate time to understand the exam requirements: candidates can be prone to misreading
and/or misunderstanding questions set out in papers. Taking time to absorb the requirements as set
out in the rubric will counter this and ensure time isn’t wasted writing something that is not relevant.

e Present proper arguments: a strong argument is one which follows a set structure — introduction,
balanced argument and logical conclusion. Good essays should flow; taking the reader through the
piece without recourse to re-reading sentences or scrutiny of meaning.

e Formatting and punctuation: some candidates submit work which does not use adequate
punctuation or paragraphing. This can lead to large chunks of quite cumbersome text that is difficult
to read. Candidates should be encouraged to proofread their work to ensure they have properly
conveyed meanings.

o Demonstrate sound subject knowledge: strong responses show awareness of the key issues and
focus on specific points rather than general overviews. Mature responses often include relevant real-
world examples showing a deep understanding of the topic. A rich vocabulary which includes
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terminology specific to the topic will equip candidates to set out both descriptive and complex
sentence structures.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1
e R R B, AR M B . IREAE 2

This was the most popular choice of question among candidates and produced a mixed performance. Most
candidates had a good enough understanding of what the generation gap is, together with the general
causes for this gap. The candidates who did best successfully illustrated this along with a poignant argument
that the faster a society develops, the narrower such gaps should be. Equally, other able candidates argued
the contrary. Regardless of the direction candidates took, the strongest responses contained clear
arguments and provided relevant examples. Weaker responses were often one-sided, merely highlighting
the negatives of the generation gap and how we should address these. At the lowest end of the scale, a few
candidates recycled some prior knowledge without ever tackling the actual question.

Question 2
ETE YR G E B R A Z3EH 2

Relatively fewer candidates went for this question, although those that did tended to perform very well.
Candidates had a good knowledge of exercise, or basic movement, and the health implications for adopting
a certain lifestyle. This was supported by arguments showing disease and other ailments associated with
modern/convenient lifestyle choices. This extended to the impact on mental health which, again, showed
good awareness of the key issues at stake.

Question 3
B R DL Nk, IREAR ?

This was the next most popular question, which was generally well handled. The majority of candidates
accepted the motion and tended to reference notable figures as evidence to support their viewpoint. The
trend was to highlight those that were very successful despite their modest academic background. The
counterargument often took the view point that those who succeed with little educational pedigree are few
and far between. Both views showed understanding of the issues at play; both were also well argued by a
good selection of candidates. Weaker performance was characterised by narrow personal experience, €.g.
‘My dad started with nothing but...’

Question 4
D BT R 2 A5 . 15 THE,

This was another popular topic among candidates and almost all candidates produced a strong response.
Examples include candidates who provided a detailed historical overview of major invention/innovation and
how these positively impacted on society. Such candidates clearly brought their independent knowledge to
the fore and exploited it to bolster their arguments. Some candidates argued equally persuasively for a
contrary view, i.e. modern technology has been divisive. Again, this was well-handled.

Question 5
HTEESR, XWEER. REAE?

Few candidates took on this question, but those that did performed very well. Candidates successfully set
out a convincing philosophical argument around the importance of culture, e.g. how it has the power to
bridge differences. There were also arguments around the importance of relics, with some candidates
maintaining they themselves constitute a historical record and, hence, must be safeguarded. Others opted to
highlight them as a source for appreciation, much in the same way some people describe art. Either way, all
responses were rich in content.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/32
Essay

Key messages
In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

e structure the essay to ensure it is focussed and follows a logical argument

o demonstrate knowledge of advanced vocabulary relating to the topic and write grammatically
accurate Chinese

e write a response that is clearly relevant and relates to the specific question as set out in the paper.

General comments

Most candidates were fully conversant with the paper and its requirements. The overall performance was
good, and there was evidence of thorough preparation across the topic areas.

The strongest performers showed good subject knowledge and used a wide range of topic-specific
vocabulary. The best responses presented coherent arguments using logical structures to link the points in
an argument with relevant examples. They employed a sound essay structure adhering to good practice by
providing an introduction, balanced argument and logical conclusion, and paid attention to the specifics of
the question rather than using generalisations. Furthermore, they were able to focus on the task in hand by
comprehending the question and using their time wisely.

Candidates who performed less well included those who, despite their subject knowledge, did not properly
answer the question set. It is crucial that candidates are reminded of the need to read questions with great
care and fully analyse what is being asked of them. Weaker responses often needed to use a wider range of
vocabulary and more detail. Such responses also presented less cogent arguments, and used inappropriate
or unconvincing examples.

It was noticeable again this year that where candidates had gaps in their vocabulary, they frequently resorted
to using a hybrid of Chinese characters with pinyin or even English. In such situations, candidates should be
encouraged to modify what they want to say and use alternative vocabulary which they are confident in using
and that they know how to write correctly in Chinese. Some candidates also needed a greater awareness of
basic grammar, like the use of 1], #t, 5. Others combined two sentences without checking the accuracy of
the grammar.

Improvements could be made by addressing the below areas:

e Taking adequate time to understand the exam requirements: candidates can be prone to misreading
and/or misunderstanding questions set out in papers. Taking time to absorb the requirements as set
out in the rubric will counter this and ensure time isn’t wasted writing something that is not relevant.

e Present proper arguments: a strong argument is one which follows a set structure — introduction,
balanced argument and logical conclusion. Good essays should flow; taking the reader through the
piece without recourse to re-reading sentences or scrutiny of meaning.

e Formatting and punctuation: some candidates submit work which does not use adequate
punctuation or paragraphing. This can lead to large chunks of quite cumbersome text that is difficult
to read. Candidates should be encouraged to proofread their work to ensure they have properly
conveyed meanings.

e Demonstrate sound subject knowledge: strong responses show awareness of the key issues and
focus on specific points rather than general overviews. Mature responses often include relevant real-
world examples showing a deep understanding of the topic. A rich vocabulary which includes
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terminology specific to the topic will equip candidates to set out both descriptive and complex
sentence structures.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1
WEAE TR R, BRI R T E LU R R, REAE 2

A comparatively smaller number of candidates chose this question. Strong candidates explained the
definition of ‘the digital generation gap’ followed by a clear opinion of whether the digital generation gap is a
difficult problem to solve, providing relevant examples to support their argument. Some candidates did not
achieve the highest band in content due to a lesser focus on addressing the difficulties in solving the
problems of digital generation gap, but more on the cause of the problem. There were also a few candidates
who addressed the broad topic area ‘the generation gap’ rather than ‘the digital generation gap’. Candidates
should be reminded to read the questions with care and ensure answers relate to the specific question.

Question 2
AT OHEEEMAN A EERSEE ., Eiie,

This proved to be a very popular question. The majority of candidates showed good knowledge of the
importance of good physical and mental health. Strong candidates were able to analyse and explain the
reasons why physical and mental health were equally important; providing convincing examples to bolster
their position. Weaker responses tended to concentrate on the importance of mental health only or on
offering advice on how to keep healthy.

Question 3
HE R DIEER, IRE"F?

This was another very popular and well-answered question. The majority of candidates agreed that
education is the easiest/quickest path to success. The best responses showed careful analysis of the
statement and strong argument on how family/school education can support and help people succeed; again
using potent examples to prove their point. Some candidates argued that education is important in many
respects, but that it did not guarantee success or provide the key to a successful life. A small number of
responses were not supported by good examples or did not contain detailed explanations or coherent
arguments.

Question 4
TERMHZ A, MBS AN BEA IR, IREAFE?

Fewer candidates chose to answer this question. However, some answers showed a cogent argument,
together with excellent examples, that people who follow the rules are innovative in the field of technology.
Some candidates argued the opposite: that it is impossible for people who are creative to follow the rules,
which changed the statement of the essay title to some degree. Very weak responses showed a
misunderstanding of the word ‘& FE4E".

Question 5
FENT ARSI 2T H AR B BR3P 7 e AR IE S 2

There were also a good number of candidates opting for this question. Most candidates showed good
knowledge around the topic of environmental protection. Strong candidates were able to approach the
question with a focused and balanced argument that building an ecological museum is/is not the best way to
protect nature; such candidates providing rich reasons and convincing examples. Some candidates offered
bold or controversial viewpoints that were well-argued and supported. Other candidates were able to
elucidate a clear point of view, but lacked evidence to prove their argument or gave too much focus on how
to protect nature.
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CHINESE LANGUAGE

Paper 8681/33
Essay

Key messages

In order to perform well in this paper, candidates should:

e structure the essay to ensure it is focussed and follows a logical argument

e demonstrate knowledge of advanced vocabulary relating to the topic and write grammatically
accurate Chinese

e write a response that is clearly relevant and relates to the specific question as set out in the paper.

General comments

Most candidates were fully conversant with the paper and its requirements. The overall performance was
good, and there was evidence of thorough preparation across the topic areas.

The strongest performers showed good subject knowledge and used a wide range of topic-specific
vocabulary. The best responses presented coherent arguments using logical structures to link the points in
an argument with relevant examples. They employed a sound essay structure adhering to good practice by
providing an introduction, balanced argument and logical conclusion, and paid attention to the specifics of
the question rather than using generalisations. Furthermore, they were able to focus on the task in hand by
comprehending the question and using their time wisely.

Candidates who performed less well included those who, despite their subject knowledge, did not properly
answer the question set. It is crucial that candidates are reminded of the need to read questions with great
care and fully analyse what is being asked of them. Weaker responses often needed to use a wider range of
vocabulary and more detail. Such responses also presented less cogent arguments, and used inappropriate
or unconvincing examples.

It was noticeable again this year that where candidates had gaps in their vocabulary, they frequently resorted
to using a hybrid of Chinese characters with pinyin or even English. In such situations, candidates should be
encouraged to modify what they want to say and use alternative vocabulary which they are confident in using
and that they know how to write correctly in Chinese. Some candidates also needed a greater awareness of
basic grammair, like the use of [17, #ti, 3. Others combined two sentences without checking the accuracy of
the grammar.

Improvements could be made by addressing the below areas:

o Taking adequate time to understand the exam requirements: candidates can be prone to misreading
and/or misunderstanding questions set out in papers. Taking time to absorb the requirements as set
out in the rubric will counter this and ensure time isn’'t wasted writing something that is not relevant.

e Present proper arguments: a strong argument is one which follows a set structure — introduction,
balanced argument and logical conclusion. Good essays should flow; taking the reader through the
piece without recourse to re-reading sentences or scrutiny of meaning.

e Formatting and punctuation: some candidates submit work which does not use adequate
punctuation or paragraphing. This can lead to large chunks of quite cumbersome text that is difficult
to read. Candidates should be encouraged to proofread their work to ensure they have properly
conveyed meanings.

o Demonstrate sound subject knowledge: strong responses show awareness of the key issues and
focus on specific points rather than general overviews. Mature responses often include relevant real-
world examples showing a deep understanding of the topic. A rich vocabulary which includes
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terminology specific to the topic will equip candidates to set out both descriptive and complex
sentence structures.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1
BSR4 MO RIME— k. IREAE 2

This was a popular topic, with the majority of candidates competently handling the question. Stronger
candidates were able to provide a detailed and coherent explanation of the core issues, as well as present
an argument backed up by relevant examples. Typical arguments here stated communication was the only
means to narrow the generation gap. Although, some candidates argued ‘understanding’ and
‘companionship’ were also effective in narrowing the generation gap. Again, such responses showed
maturity.

A number of candidates showed knowledge of the issues at stake but either failed to address the question,
or present a cogent argument to support their viewpoint. While others merely relayed their own personal
account, which was too narrow to secure a better mark.

Question 2
by —EEERE, fREE - PR 2

This was another popular choice and candidates generally showed great understanding of the theme. Most
candidates demonstrated good knowledge by explaining why exercise should be moderate in nature, and
why people should be guided by an individual’s health status. This was backed up by arguments of what can
go wrong when people push through that threshold. Weaker responses needed greater sophistication when
it came to written analysis and needed to make more in-depth arguments. A very small band of weaker
candidates merely listed some different types of exercise.

Question 3
HEUFENT, =N EIT1E,

Some excellent performances saw candidates provide well-illustrated and convincing arguments. Some
candidates agreed with the motion that education should be based on the family, supplemented by school.
Some notably strong performances maintained that the Family and School are equally important in a child’s
upbringing and development. They successfully provided in-depth analysis of the parental role as a child’s
first teacher, e.g. by setting an example and helping children build their character; while schools, on the other
hand, are more useful for providing children with an all-round education.

The strongest responses analysed the merits and importance of both settings and forwarded an argument to
support their viewpoint.

Question 4
PREREELE “BIHT g L sE M 2

Fewer candidates opted for this question. Those that did generally agreed that there was no failure on the
journey of creativity — because every failure would yield useful experience for future endeavours. Some
candidates even presented arguments stating future success was predicated on previous failures. Some
interesting historical examples were cited to support such arguments. In summary, candidates who opted for
this question showed healthy levels of knowledge and maturity.

Question 5

BRLR AR R KA. IREAE ?

This was a popular choice and there was a general competence when it came to dealing with the subject.
Most candidates were able to reference news articles where wildlife had suffered, which lent supporting

weight to their arguments. However, some candidates wasted too much ink on solutions, i.e. how the ocean
damage could be reversed.
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