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Example Candidate Responses — Component 1

Introduction

The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS &
A Level Art & Design (9704), and to show how candidate’s performance relates to the subject’s curriculum
and assessment objectives.

In this booklet candidate’s work is derived from June 2016.

The work is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This is
followed by examiner comments on how the response could have been improved. In this way, it is possible
for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their
response.

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help
teachers to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme.

The information about assessment objective has been given below.

4.2 Assessment objectives

The assessment objectives have been grouped under the following categories:

A Personal Qualities
Candidates are expected to show:

i. anindividual, sensitive and creative response to a stimulus; ability to develop an idea, theme or subject;
il. independence in concept and execution.

B Manipulative, Artistic and Analytical Skills
Candidates are expected to:

iii. select and control materials, processes and technigues in an informed and disciplined way to meet an
objective;
iv. select and record analytically from direct observation and personal experience.

C Aesthetic Qualities

Candidates are expected to:

v. use and compose formal elements (contour, shape, colour/tone, texture, structure and the relationships
between form and space) as appropriate.

D  Knowledge and Critical Understanding
Candidates are expected to:

vi. select and communicate information relevant to an idea, subject or theme and evaluate this in a
systematic way;

vil. make critical judgements and use personal ideas and images to show they are developing appreciation
and cultural awareness.

Each of the assessment objectives is of equal importance and candidates will find there is a great deal of
overlap between categories.

Past exam resources and other teacher support materials are available on the School Support Hub
www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

4 Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704)
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How to use this booklet

Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments

°The candidate has engaged in
the question and is thinking
1 I | I r - creatively about what it means to
~ ' o ey them. They are making the
y Br&tﬂ.‘?&?ﬂ[ / ! connecﬂoﬁ of‘Transfogrmation'with
environmental issues, making
thoughtful links between pollution

and contamination of society and
the purified outcomes from
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Controlled test

Example Candidate Response 1

Section C — Question 12
From studies of discarded household items, design a costume and headwear based on the theme Transformation.

Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704)

Examiner comments

OThe candidate has presented a
series of fashion design drawings
that illustrate a personal and
creative response to the question
"Transformation' (AO1). The
drawings show competent attention
to detail and technical skill with
coloured pencil. The proportion of
the figure and use of tonal shading
show a competent understanding of
aesthetic qualities (AO3).
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Examiner comments

eThe candidate has engaged in
the question and is thinking
creatively about what it means to
them. They are making the
connection of "Transformation’ with
environmental issues, making
thoughtful links between pollution
and contamination of society and
the purified outcomes from
recycling and environmental
awareness. AO1 and AO4.

eThe candidate has recorded
discarded packaging that will be
thrown away or recycled by taking
photographs and drawing the object
using line to focus on the resulting
shapes observed after it has been
crushed. AO3.

°This page is annotated
throughout so that the intension
and thought process of the
candidate is clear. The annotation
is placed close to the relevant
images. These annotations
demonstrate very good analytical
skills, the candidate is making
mature and thoughtful observations
about the images they collect.
Where they have used second
source material, such as the coffee
cans hanging from the fence
holding plants, they have included
the web address. AQO3.

Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 7
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eThe candidate is looking at other
ideas and is connecting objects
found in landfill sites with clothing
seen in 'Steam Punk'. They are
demonstrating very good levels of
knowledge and critical
understanding by incorporating the
drawings from the mechanical
forms within their own designs,
taking inspiration from the Steam
Punk designs they have
researched. AO4.

@ Here the candidate is showing
very good aesthetic qualities in their
use of line, shape and proportion to
create effective fashion designs. It
is very clear that the shapes and
forms have come from their
drawings and observations of
crushed cans and the progression
of ideas in very well communicated.
AO3.

°The candidate is exploring

another idea, this time they are
looking at the inside working of air
purifiers and incorporating the
shapes into a simple fashion
design. This demonstrates very
good personal qualities as the
candidate is demonstrating
individuality and is confidently
expressing their ideas through their
drawings. AO1.

Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704)
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Example Candidate Response 1, continued Examiner comments

@These collage images
demonstrate very good technical
skills and confidence in
manipulating a range of media.
AO2.

eThese designs come from the
candidates’ ability to manipulate the
linear threads of discarded tape
and wool. They are using visual
elements such as line, contrast and
pattern to create aesthetically
pleasing outcomes. AO3.

@ By researching the work of other
relevant fashion designers, the
candidate is showing very good
critical understanding. They are
reviewing the work of other
designers and using their research
to inform their own designs. You
can see this in way they have been
inspired to include newspaper and
other discarded materials in their
work. AO4.

Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 9
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Tl tamet 2y o
et TR e
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0 Here the candidate is exploring

another idea of different ways to
use glass bottles expanding on the
idea of transformation. They are
creatively manipulating the objects
by suspending them and arranging
almost dead flowers in them to
express individual ideas and
concerns relating to the very poor
air quality of the environment that
the candidate lives in. The work is
personal and individual,
demonstrating very good personal
qualities and analytical skills. AO3.

@ These dress designs inspired by

perfume bottles are rendered in
water colour showing very good
technical skill to create form and
tonal effects using colour. The
candidate has recognised the
aesthetic qualities of the bottles and
used them to inform successful
fashion designs. The shape and
line observed within the perfume
bottles are integrated within the
design demonstrating very good
aesthetic qualities as well as
manipulative skills. AO3.

Mark for AO1 = 17 out of 25
Mark for AO2 = 17 out of 25
Mark for AO3 = 17 out of 25
Mark for AO4 = 17 out of 25

Total mark awarded =
68 out of 100

Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704)
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How the candidate could have improved their response

Overall these supporting studies demonstrate a clear progression of ideas which develop initial images
gathered from a range of sources into a very good and thoughtful series of fashion designs. The candidate
has referred to the work of other designers to influence ideas and techniques and made use of photography,
installation art, pencil, watercolour and collage to explore a range of techniques and develop their ideas.

The candidate could have gathered more in the initial visual research from observation, for example by
taking more of their own photographs from a range of sources related to discarded items and recycled
objects. More observational studies looking closely at detail would have provided more visual source material
from which the candidate could have drawn on when developing their ideas, rather than relying on the
crushed cans. Although the candidate is focusing on the lines and shapes seen within the cans it would have
been interesting to also include colour and tonal studies using a wider range of media techniques and
processes, possibly to include the lettering of the can, as this would have provided more evidence of their
technical and manipulative skills. There were some very promising shapes and forms observed in the
perfume bottles but all of these were drawn from secondary source images. The candidate could have
worked more from direct observation exploring the visual qualities of perfume bottles such as reflection,
colour variation, form and decorative details as well as logos and lettering that may have been present.

The candidate has explored several ideas that are thoughtful and creative. Some of which could have been
expanded on, such as the air purifier. The candidate produced one small sketch drawn on the back of a
jacket, this could have improved by including a range of ideas, manipulating colours, layering shapes and
changing the scale of different elements of the drawing. This would have provided further evidence of
personal qualities, manipulative, artistic and analytical skills as well as aesthetic awareness.

The candidate includes photographs of arrangement of bottles representing the idea of wanting to escape
from the pollution of the city in which they live. More thumbnail design drawings developed from the
supporting studies would have demonstrated their ability to analyse and evaluate their work as it progressed.
It would have been interesting for the candidate to explore ways of translating their drawn designs into
simple 3D forms using folded paper or card as this would have broadened their range of media and
experimentation with processes, which is required for assessment objective 2, manipulative, artistic and
analytical skills.

More experimentation and analysis in the supporting studies and more planning in the final stages of the
development would have helped.

Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 11



Example Candidate Responses — Component 1

\Example Candidate Response 2 Examiner comments
Section A — Question 3 — Embrace

°The candidate has selected one
photograph for their final piece. It is
a literal interpretation of the
question "Embrace" showing some
personal qualities in their ability to
interpret the question. The image
demonstrates some awareness of
composition as the models faces
are the focal point of the image and
are placed within the image using
the rule of thirds technique. There
is some evidence of an
understanding of contrast in the
way the candidate has selected the
models clothing and their use of
lighting.

12 Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704)
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\Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments

e Screen shots of techniques the
candidate has used, such as
altering the brightness and
shadows of the photographs using
digital manipulation, help to explain
the process that the candidate is
exploring. There is some evidence
of technical skills here in using
digital manipulation. AO2.

e Here the candidate has looked
at second source material taken
from the internet. The images are
clearly referenced including the
website address so that we know
where the image has come from.

oThe candidate has demonstrated
some personal qualities by taking
their own photographs of horses
embracing or being embraced by a
range of different people. The view
point is similar for each shot with
only some evidence of exploration
of compositional considerations
such as scale, viewpoint and
lighting. AO3

Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 13
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\Example Candidate Response 2, continued

140k close up shoes of the horses with my fnends.

Examiner comments

eAnnotations near the relevant
images help to explain the
candidates' ideas and demonstrate
some skill in annalysing their work
as it progresses. They mention
relevant technical terms such as
‘contrast' and 'close up' however,
there is little evidence in the images
of understanding how to explore,
vary and utilise these techniques as
all of the images are taken from a
similar distance and with similar
levels of contrast. AO4.

@The candidate is exploring a
different idea by taking photographs
of children embracing rather than
horses. Again, the images are all
quite similar in content and are
taken from similar viewpoints. AO4.

Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704)
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\Example Candidate Response 2, continued Examiner comments

aHere the candidate is showing
some evidence of taking
photographs from different
distances, zooming in and moving
away from the models. The
photographs show some
awareness of composition, the
models have been dressed in
contrasting colours and the colour
of the walls and curtains create a
simple black and white background
of vertical lines. The photographs
are in focus but use of aperture and
exposure is less well understood as
some are very dark. AO1.

eThe candidate has included
images from second source to
inform their own photography and
they have correctly referenced
them by included the website
address so we know where the
images have come from. It is clear
which are their own photographs
and which are taken by others. AO2
and AO4.

Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 15
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Example Candidate Response 2, continued

Examiner comments

eThe candidate has included
some annotation of the
photographs, the vocabulary is
descriptive and includes some
artistic vocabulary such as
composition, brightness, contrast
and saturation. AO3.

@Screenshots show evidence of
an ability to use technical tools in
Photoshop such as hue and
saturation levels. These
demonstrate some awareness of
manipulative, artistic and analytical
skills to alter the lighting, change
the image to black and white and
use contrast to create their final
composition. AO4.

QThe candidate has taken more
photographs of children embracing,
there is some attempt to alter the
position of the models, some sitting
and some standing. Again the view
point and distance to the models
are all very similar and there is no
alteration or experimentation of
background or light source. AO2.

Mark for AO1 = 10/25
Mark for AO2 = 10/25
Mark for AO3 = 9/25
Mark for AO4 = 9/25

Total mark awarded = 38 out 100

Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704)
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How the candidate could have improved their response

Overall the supporting studies show that the candidate is able to carry out some investigation, research and
development of ideas to explore the question 'Embrace'. The response is a straightforward interpretation of
the question with some personal qualities demonstrated in the choice of subject. The candidate has explored
a couple of different ideas in photographing the horses and then the children embracing. There is some
evidence of experimenting with different models and locations and there is some evidence of some technical
skill in using Photoshop to manipulate the image.

The candidate could have explored a wider range of images to research the question ‘Embrace’ by taking
photographs from different angles, using different light sources and looking at a wider range of ideas in
response to the question. For example they could have considered people from different age groups or
different cultures, embracing. They could have researched other established photographers rather than
referring to down loaded images from the internet, to influence their ideas for subject matter, composition,
and techniques. More experiments with exposure, depth of field, aperture and lighting would have allowed
the candidate to consider how these elements effect and alter the mood of the photograph. They could have
included more evidence of evaluating their own work, for example they mention that they felt the
photographs of children embracing show more emotion and love than those of the horses, but they don’t
explain why and how they are achieving this. This refection on their work and analysis could have led them
to take more interesting photographs exploring different emotions expressed through ‘Embrace’.

More experimentation of the photographic process would have improved the candidate’s knowledge and
understanding of the media. For example, they could have attempted to photograph movement in the action
of the embrace, experimenting with exposure and aperture to create blurred, out of focus images as well as
capturing the moment of the embrace in focus. Experiments with light sources, outdoors and in the studio,
would also have improved the candidate’s range of gathering images and developed knowledge and
understanding. Looking critically at the work of other photographers could have inspired ideas for these type
of experiments and developments. More variety in composition arrangements by cropping the images both
during the shooting and during the manipulation process on Photoshop would have helped the candidate to
consider the most successful outcome for the final piece. This selection and editing process would have
demonstrated higher levels of artistic and analytical skills as well as understanding of aesthetic awareness.

Cambridge International AS & A Level Art & Design (9704) 17
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